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TAKE TIME TO TRAVEL TO: 

Museum of the Great Plains 

Fort Sill Museum 

Historic Mattie Beal Home 

Wichita Mountains 
Wildlife Refuge 

Lake Elmer Thomas 
Recreation Area 

The Holy City of 
^ the WichitaH 




Come find your favorite place in the wide open spaces of Lawton 
Fort Sill. Create an adventure for your family in the mountains or 
on a shimmering lake. Explore the frontier s history at our unique 
museums and attractions. Enjoy time shopping downtown or just 
relax in the peacefulness and natural beauty that abound here. 
Get away to Lawton Eort Sill, where past meets present in a place 
truly like no other! 



629 SW C Avenue • LawtoHyOK 73501 
580.355.3541 • 800.872.4540 



www.lawtonfortsillchamber.com ' 






OkJahoma s Centenmal 

Commemoration on the fast 

track. Join proud Oklahomans and 

more than 75 million Busch Series NASCAR 

fans as they watch the #23 Oklahoma Centennial 

NASCAR race across television screens worldwide. 


The #23 Oklahormi Centennial Chevrolet Monte Carlo SS is driven by I 




Visit www,OklahomaCentenniaKcom for race dates 
and for a list of Centennial festivals and events that 
pay homage to Oklahoma's automotive legacy. 


Brad Keselowski and owned and operated by Keith Coleman Racing, 








FORT WASHITA 


FORT TOWSON 
MILITARY PARK 


1 5 NW of Durant on 
State Hwy. 1 99 
(S80) 924-6502 
The fort esleM^hed 
to he/p pfDtect Chocto^^ & 
Chickasaw from the Piam 
Indians but it also housed 
US troops boufKi for the 
Mexican War 


WHEELOCK 

ACADEMY 


One mile NE of FtTowson 
on State Hwy. 70 
(580) S73-2634 

An original m/kary post to 
rentave Ang/o settlers from 
new Choctaw lands, the fort 
has been home to many 
historKai people and batdes. 


On Highway 70 in 
Millerton. OK 
(580)746-2139 

First a mission school for 
giris in the fate 1800 s, the 
academy now serves as a 
historical museum for the 
Choaaw Nation 


CHICKASAW COUNCIL 
HOUSE MUSEUM 


209 N. Fisher Avenue 
Tshomingo, OK 
(580) 371-3351 

The museum is home to one 
of the largest collections of 
Chickasaw art artifacts, and 
archmi matenaL Qf Shop, 
Tours by appointment 


oT+ u)a.&k&a. 


DURANT. 


HERITAGE CORRIDOR 


Oklahoma Historical Society 

240 1 N. Laird Avenue • Oklahoma City, OK 73 1 05 

(405) 52 1 -249 1 • www.ol4iistory.org 


For more information visit www.TravelOK.com or call I -800-652-6552 
Sponsored in part by the Oklahoma Department ofTransportation TEA-2 1 funds. 







... in 1928, Lew Wentz hiiilt this 
magnificent poo! and camp for the children of 
Ponca City. 


Now ... Five generatiom later, Wentz Pool 
and Camp is still host to people from the 
world over and maintained to the vision that 
Mr Wentz had in the beginning. 


Experience Now... In Ponca City 

Mansions, Museums, CoUections, Fine Art History 


(866)763-8092 Toll-Free www.pon ca ci tytotif i sm . coin 










Its history is inseparable from the history of Oklahoma City" 

—Robert Henry on the Skirvin Hilton Hotel 


MAY • JUNE 2007 VOLUME 57, NUMBER 3 


On the cover: Miss America 2007, Lauren Neison of Lawton, is the sixth Okiahoma woman to 
win the pageant. Photograph by Gregg Kohi. 


Hit the Road 


Culture 


Two exhibits trade spaces in Norman and 
Bartlesville, a Route 66 festival roars into 
Clinton, and a gas station POPS open in 
Arcadia. Also, one writer drives the 239 
miles of State Highvs^ay 33. 



Scuba diving at Lake Tenkiller gets to 
the bottom of things, and Chad Love 
investigates mega-scary megafauna. Plus, 
wild things at the Antelope Hills and 
growing up with Kelly Champlin 


In the gMe of life, J.C. Watts is throw- 
ing touchdowns. Plus, Louis & Cluck’s 
home-state hollah, Kelli O’Hara’ s 
Broadway break, and a stage full of Okla- 
homa-grown Miss Americas 



Spell it how you will, tabouleh is all the 
rage in Bristow. Indie up-and-comer 
Sterlin Harjo directs a meal with some of 
Oklahoma’s coolest, and they’re not cutting 
corners at two OKC meat shops. 


After a classy restoration, a Capital City 
jewel, the Skirvin, shines again. Will and 
Wiley’s new digs at the Oklahoma Trails 
exhibit, Indian identity travels the state, 
and a Chelsea train story 
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New life in an old Tulsa home 
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What’s happening all over the state 

136 Where Are You? 

A watery hot spot 
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Contributors 


1 love any opportunity to hang 
off a building,” says Oklahoma Today 
contributing editor John Jernigan of his 
Skirvin Hilton hotel piece. “I feel privileged 
and honored to be assigned something I 
take such personal pleasure in.” Jernigan 
(photographed here at the Skirvin) spent 
about twenty-four hours photographing the 
historic Oklahoma City building, visiting 
the downtown hotel four hours at a time 
on six different occasions. “This is one of 
the most challenging and fulfilling projects 
I’ve worked on for Oklahoma To day I' he 
says. “Downtown has come alive again, 
and I think the Skirvin helped that.” 




OKLAHOMA TODAYSEU\OR editor Steffie Corcoran and associate editor Megan Rossman both 
hit the road for travei pieces in this issue. Okiahoma City native Corcoran, ieft, writes about 
Tuisa’s Biue Dome District and Rossman, originaiiy from Beiievue, Washington, takes on the 
quiet pieasures of State Highway 33 in a personai traveiogue. 



T ulsa photographer EVAN Taylor says 

he “jumped” at the opportunity to shoot 
Tulsa’s Blue Dome District for Oklahoma 
Today. “Anything that brings attention to downtown 
Tulsa is a plus for me,” he says. “Sometimes we forget 
about these locally owned businesses, which mean 
so much to the community.” Taylor knows what 
he’s talking about: He and his wife Deanna live in 
central Tulsa and are in the process of remodeling 
their 1950s home, where Taylor’s commercial pho- 
tography business is based. The Ada native graduated 
from OSU-Okmulgee in 2000 and has worked in 
the photography field ever since. 
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Than 


Since before Statehood, the 
University of Central Oklahoma 
has played a pivotal role in 
preparing students to help our 
state grow and excel. Today's 
UCO graduates are in every 
facet of Oklahoma's economy, from the classroom to the 
boardroom, from the laboratory to the courtroom, and from 
the research field to the performance stage. 




Leaders 




At UCO, we're passionate about making sure our students 
have the skills to make a difference in their own lives, as well 
as the lives of others. 

UCO, PREPARING TOMORROW'S LEADERS 


UNIVERSITYOFCENTRALOKLAHOMAIOONorthUniversityDrive, Edmond, Oklahoma 73034 I (405)974-2000 I www.ucok.edu I since 1890 





Own Your Own Mediterranean Retreat 
in Northeast Oklahoma. 


Select your villa from nineteen prestigious 
homesites on the shores of Grand Lake O' 
The Cherokees. Enjoy a sumptuous lifestyle 
in Grand Lake's finest gated community 
Located in Langley Oklahoma. 


"^"77 V I ^ 

a ^ 6 rantC L 

Contact: Paul Coury, 918.583.0201 
WWW. thegrottos.com 


Fifteen North Robinson, Oklahoma City 
405.601.4300 I www.colcordhotel.com 


1 324 South Main Street, Tulsa 
918.587.8200 I hotelambassador-tulsa.com 


yfHXfh 
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COURY PROPERTIES • COURY COLLECTION • RENAISSANCE CONSTRUCTION 


www.couryprop.com 










Editor's Letter 


"If this is a free country, why doesn't everyone live in Tulsa?" 

—Danney Goble (1946-2007) 


Missing Man 

Remembering one of Oklahoma s finest 



In This Issue 

MISS AMERICA GOES MODERN 

The Miss America pageant has taken a few hits 
over the years, being repiaced in the nationai 
consciousness with American /c/o/-esque 
teievision programming and pageant-giris-gone- 
bad tabioid news stories. Stiii, in an era of media 
overioad, Miss America and her storied iegacy 
stand for something, nameiy matching a ioveiy 
package with a nobie cause. That’s never a bad 
thing. Join us in a photographic stroii through 
their reigns as we remember the good giris 
among us, the six Okiahoma Miss Americas who 
have iong represented us so weii. Check them 
out on page 54. 


JUST A GLEAM IN THEIR EYE 
Oklahoma’s Miss Americas in the early 
years: Clockwise from top left, Jennifer Berry, 
Lauren Nelson, Jane Jayroe, Susan Powell, 
Shawntel Smith, and Norma Smallwood J 


T’S AN EXCLUSIVE club. In any 
discussion of Oklahoma’s historians, 
three names come to mind. 

This top-of-the-game status is not 
to suggest that other, similarly quali- 
fied historians have not contributed mightily 
to the canon, but these individuals’ names 
stand for the recording of all of our state’s 
rich complexities: Angie Debo of Marshall, 
who died in 1988; Bob Blackburn, a prolific 
writer known statewide for his speaking 
engagements and practical perspective on 
historical events and who now runs the 
Oklahoma History Center; and Danney 
Goble, professor of classics at the University 
of Oklahoma and a man of storied humor 
and energetic storytelling. 

On March 8, Professor Goble, author or 
co-author of eight important Oklahoma 
history books, died, leaving behind a large 
family, an enormous collection of admirers 
and colleagues, and a legacy of unmatched 
wit and insight regarding who we are as 
Oklahomans. The importance of his con- 
tributions can’t be underestimated. 

Oklahoma Today contributor Robert 
Henry, a student of Oklahoma history and 
in many ways an expert himself, delivered 
the eulogy at Goble’s funeral, an exacting 
piece of oratory that captured just what 
Goble meant to our state. 

“When Bob Kerr died, it was said a 


mighty oak had fallen,” Henry said at the 
Tulsa service. “That is not what I would 
say today. Danney was not concerned with 
personal power; he was concerned with its 
proper use by those who had it. He was not 
a mighty oak. Perhaps he was a linden tree. 
But I actually think he was a forester. He 
knew how to identify trees, how to classify 
and characterize them, and how to study 
their contours and forms and even their 

meanings The historian’s task, as he saw 

it, was to suggest ways out of the forest when 
it was time to leave it.” 

Oklahoma Today published a handful of 
Goble’s articles over the years, most recently 
working with him last fall as one of our 
“gang of five” Oklahoma historians and 
enthusiasts who created the magazine’s list 
of the Top 46 Events in Oklahoma Political 
History (available on our website). When 
the gentlemen — Goble, Blackburn, Henry, 
Ed Kelley, and Randy Krehbiel — convened 
at the Oklahoma History Genter, I kicked 
myself aloud for not having a camera with 
me. It was a historic moment in many ways, 
I knew, never realizing it would be a last 
opportunity. Today, Goble is the missing 
man in that formation. 

Although his family and students are surely 
grieving over the all-too-soon departure of 
this Oklahoma treasure, we at the magazine 
hope they take comfort in knowing that he 
leaves behind hundreds of pages of insight 
into our common history. “Danney Goble,” 
Henry concluded, “was for understanding 
the lessons of history, repairing foundational 
and attitudinal mistakes, for investing in a 
future of minds and ideas.” 

That a man of his passions died in the 
year of our centennial is a bit like Thomas 
Jefferson dying on July 4, an endnote that 
delivers with a smile. Danney Goble, we 
salute you. 



/ Louisa McCune-Elmore 

mccune@oklahomatoday.com 
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Letters 


"Wherever you go, there you are." — Thomas d Kempis 


Thanks for the Memories 

Oklahoma Today readers remember when. 


She Really Likes Us 

I just had the chance to read your Janu- 
ary/February 2007 issue, and I v^anted to 
pass along kudos. The issue looks great, and 
I particularly enjoyed Mary Logan Wolf’s 
story on cicadas (“Locust Focus”) and that 
av^esome-sounding apple pie recipe devel- 
oped by bandit Pretty Boy Floyd. 

Lori Moffatt 
Associate Editor, Texas Highways 
Austin, Texas 

Enlightened One 

I love your magazine. I thought I knew 
a lot about Oklahoma, but after reading 
your bimonthly magazine, I now know I 
had only touched the surface. Thanks! 

Mark Trosclair 

Duncan 


Grand Daughter 

Thank you for the wonderful memories 
you create with the “Where Are You?” quiz. 
Last issue’s quiz was the Scottish Rite Masonic 
Temple in Guthrie, Oklahoma. 

My father, Orin A. Shipp, was the 
grand master of the State of Oklahoma 
Masonic Organization in 1972. I grew 
up in the temple watching him perform 
at the annual Easter play in this room as 
the character of King Herod. He was a 
wonderful man whose portrait still hangs 
in the Grand Lodge Building in Guthrie. 
Your magnificent magazine is a tremendous 
joy in my life. 

Cynthia Kramer 

Edmond 

Centennial Fever 



nowhere else can you find people, scenery, 
activities, and joys like Oklahoma’s. “The 
County Line” article was particularly 
interesting. Having been to most of the 
areas, I could have thought of many more 
not mentioned. 



Here for the Hundred 

I want to thank Oklahoma Today and its 
staff for the heartwarming and informative 
issues of your magazine for our Centen- 
nial year. It’s great to read about the many 
people and places that make Oklahoma 
such a great state. 

Norma Heidebrecht 

Oklahoma City 


Born in Oklahoma City and living in 
Oklahoma all but four or five years of my 
life, I take great pride in my home state and 
all her accomplishments. The March/April 
2007 issue celebrating her Centennial year 
took me back to many memories. 

I have traveled the United States, and 


Duke Giles 

Tulsa 

Diggin' the Quiz 

I am a longtime subscriber to Oklahoma 
Today. One of the best parts is the “Where 
Are You?” quiz. Thanks for a really great 
magazine! 

Sam Childers 

Tulsa 


Point and Draw 

OKLAHOMA TODAY INSPIRES A TULSA ARTIST. 

Oklahoma tomorrow or Oklahoma today? Tulsa artist Eloisa 
Lynch’s rendering of an Oklahoma Today com looks to 
the future while playing on the familiar. “The words and 
pictures inspire me,” says Lynch. “I played with the words 
for Oklahoma Today, and this is what I came up with.” The 
result is an eleven-by-fourteen-inch ink drawing formed by 
hundreds of small black dots. The illustration was featured at 
the Philbrook Museum’s Festival of Trees Treeview Party last 
November. At the opening of the show, TulsaPeople magazine 
publisher Jim Langdon purchased Lynch’s drawing and later 
gave it to the Oklahoma Today staff. — ^Vallery Brown 
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Easy Street. 



As you explore Oklahoma during our Centennial in 2007, be sure to check out Tulsa, a surprising stop where fun comes easy. 
Witness the unearthing of a '57 Plymouth Belvedere in June. 

Discover the vast venues of shopping and dining, take in a ball game, visit America’s Favorite Zoo, 

be dazzled by a Broadway production, or theater and music under the stars. 

A state-of-the-art planetarium, classy casinos, golfing, hiking, watersports, rodeo, deco, and world class museums. 

Tulsa, a bright spot in the middle of a long road, www.visittulsa.com / 1.800.558.3311 






Gmcgmitp’, OKiflionn 

rifiTivf 

GreenCountryOK.com / TravelOK.com 




at>d Cecy0Hfey, previous owners 
Guthrie CPfRChnial House featured in 
2007 issue, operated it as 
. theliiijibjnn 6ed and Breakfast. 


Letters 


House History 

Before selling it to the current owners, my 
parents owned the house you featured as the 
Centennial house (“The Painted House,” 
March/ April 2007). My mother and father 
worked tirelessly on this home, redoing floors, 
painting, crown molding, even creating the 
shutters you see on the exterior of the home, 
which were not there originally. 

My parents studied books and magazines and 
spoke with old-time residents to understand 
what colors and features were on homes in 
the early 1900s. This home was my parents’ 
dream, and they made it a reality. Everyone 
who stayed with them, whether the guests at 
their bed and breakfast, the Elm Tree Inn, or 
family from out of town, could feel the love 
that was put into this home. 

The owners before my parents gutted and 
renovated the house. It is still beautiful, and 
the currents owners have made it their own 
with personal touches. 

Jennifer Steyl 

Tulsa 


Greenies 


Oklahoma Today \s committed to the 
environment. We accept full copy 
returns from newsstands, and these 
outdated copies are available to the 
public at no charge for educational or 
promotional use. We also encourage 
our readers to share their copies with 
local schools and libraries. In the 
unlikely event you wish to discard 
your copy, please use your curbside or 
neighborhood recycling bin. 


contest, I would almost swear this picture is 
the auditorium of the Scottish Rite Masonic 
Temple in Guthrie. I became a 32nd degree 
Mason in 1951. 

The article speaks of taking an oath and the 
mysterious order having roots in the days of 
King Solomon. It also mentions two famous 
Okies, Will Rogers and Gene Autry, taking 
this oath. Everything flts. 

My grandfather, Fred G. Tracy, was one of 
the signers of the Gonstitution of Oklahoma. 
He was very good friends with the president, 
William E “Alfalfa Bill” Murray. He served on 
several committees with Will Rogers’ father 
as well. My father was a lawyer and county 
attorney for several years. 

I also read where students will play the roles 
of delegates — it would be nice if one could 
play the role of my grandfather. I wish I lived 
back home to be a part of this. 

William Tracy Riley 

Downey, California 


Wowed at Wildlife 

Just a quick note of thanks for the great 
articles in Oklahoma Today on Hackberry Flat 
and the Lower Mountain Fork River (“Bird 
Land” and “Mountain High,” March/April 
2007). I hope your readers enjoyed them as 
much as I did. 

Micah Holmes 

Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation 
Oklahoma City 


Oklahoma May welcomes the views of readers. 
Letters are subject to editing and must include 
name, address, and a daytime phone number. Send 
letters to: Oklahoma Today, Attn: Editor, 1 20 North 
Robinson, Suite 600, Oklahoma City, OK 731 02, 
or fax to (405) 230-8650. Address electronic 
mail to letters@oklahomatoday.com. 


He's Rite 

I spent my first twenty-one years in Oklahoma 
before the navy happened to my life. I grew 
up in Beaver (of cow chip throwing fame) and 
still own land there. 

In the March/April 2007 “Where Are You?” 
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University of Science & Arts 

Oklahoma’s Premier Residential Public Liberal Arts College 
17th and Grand, Chickasha • 405-224-3140 • www.usao.edu 



• Oklahoma's only public college or university included in U.S.News (5 World Report’s exclusive national “Great Schools 
at Great Prices" list • Oklahoma's highest ranked public college in U.S. News' America's Best Colleges * Distinguished 
faculty: 93% hold the highest degree in their field, 81% with doctorates • Home of Lawson Court, the finest campus 
apartment community in Oklahoma • Featuring the interdisciplinary Studies Sequence, a unique and rigorous core 
curriculum nationally recognized for quality • Named to the exclusive, national 2007 list of Colleges oj Distinction 
• Named to the select, national Council of Public Liberal Arts Colleges in 2006 • Named to the 

National Register of Historic Places in 2001. 


TOURS 

405 - 574-1357 






LAUREN BIDDY 


Event 


"Throughout this entire project, especially in the early stages and through the development 
cycle, I prayed to God every day to please make this possible." —David Maxwell 



A Total 

Access 


‘This is the 
greatest thing I’ve 
ever worked on, 
the thing I’m most 
proud of. It’s a 
model project.’ 

—David Maxwell 


Oklahoma Today 
launches its Online 
Archive Project 
in Stillwater with 
CareerTech and 
OSU s Electronic 
Publishing Center. 
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I T’S A DOORWAY to the past, for 
sure. Before David Maxwell began 
scanning the pages of Oklahoma To- 
day, he had no idea of the magazine’s 
reach and depth. 

“If someone would’ve told me that I would 
read and see every page of the magazine, I would 
have told them they were crazy,” says Maxwell, 
coordinator of electronic publishing at the 
Oklahoma State University library and project 
manager for the Oklahoma Today archives. 

But scan, convert, and read each page he 
did. After more than a year of work devoted 
to the project. Maxwell and Oklahoma Today 
publisher Joan Henderson unveiled the mas- 


sive undertaking at a ceremony in the Edmon 
Low Library at OSU. The result is a searchable, 
indexed, digital library that chronicles the people, 
places, and culture of Oklahoma from 1 956 to 
2006. The archive spans 264 issues and more 
than 15,000 pages. 

“Education is a huge mission for Oklahoma 
Todayl' says Henderson. “We now offer total and 
free access that will help educate the world about 
Oklahoma. Simply put, fifty years of content 
are available with a single mouse click.” 

Henderson says that when Cokie Anderson 
of the Electronic Publishing Center approached 
Oklahoma Today about creating a digital archive, 
she seized the opportunity. “My mind was spin- 
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Tlie Original Cowboy 


presents 


The Inaugural 


jerkins, OK Downtown 

■Q,etails at www.CityofPerkins.net 


'uestions? Ads@TheJournalOK.com 
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The Devil and Jesus 

AN EVERLASTING STORY 


FAVORITE COVERS 

January 1 956 (the first issue): “I would 
buy this for the cover alone.” 

Winter 1970-71 : “Eloquent.” 

November/December 2005: “This 
cover captures the essence of 
the Lips. What makes it even better 
is that the article by Steffie Corcoran is better than 
what you would find in a music magazine.” 


Expert Opinion 

David Maxwell of OSU's Electronic Publish- 
ing Center has read every single page of 
Oklahoma Today, making him possibly the 
only person in the world ever to have done 
so. Here, he shares his highlights. 


FAVORITE ARTICLES 

January/February 2005: “The Better Angel” 
by Scott Wigton. “One of the best pieces 
of journalism I’ve ever read.” 
September/October 1956: “Will Oklahoma 
Be Communistic in 1981?... the Russians 
Think So!” 


FAVORITE PHOTO 

Jimmy Webb and his hang glider: “Undeniably cool.” 
January 1987 cover photo: “Hilarious!” 


FAVORITE ISSUE 

The Music Issue, 

July/August 1999 

MOST EDUCATIONAL 

Louisa’s editorials (all of them) 


OKLAHOMA CENTENNIAL 


“While I was working on this project, many 
people saw this and said it was the coolest 
magazine cover they had ever 
seen,” says David Maxwell of the 
second issue’s cover from 1956. 
“People wanted it as wallpaper 
for their computer background, 
and others wanted to make 
posters to hang on their walls.” 


ning with what we could do with this,” says 
Henderson. “We knew it would be a wonderful 


gift to the people of Oklahoma.” 

Says Maxwell, “Now anyone can be an 
Oklahoma expert.” 

All pages (except the Official Record of the 
Oklahoma City Bombing were individu- 
ally scanned and converted into Adobe 
PDF files at the Oklahoma Department 
of Career and Technology Education in 
Stillwater. Pages are available as originally 
printed to protect copyrights. The archives 
are available at oklahomatoday.com. 

— Vallery Brown 
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Emerging ^sicfentiaf Community 
Casuaffy ^fegant Lifestyfe 
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Rated #10 on Golfweek Magazine's 2006 Top 50 New Courses, 

The Territory is Southwest Oklahoma's Premier Private Golf and Residential Community. 
For Membership and Real Estate information, or to request your invitation to play, 
contact us at 580.475.021 1 or visit www.territorygolf.com 
The Territory is located 25 miles east of Lawton. 




CHRISTOPHER LEE 


Marketplace 


"Happy trails to you, until we meet again." 

—Dale Evans 




By Vallery Brown 


Cowgirl Natural 

Oklahoma gifts and accessories are de rigueur at Oklahoma City’s French Cowgirl. 




CROIX DE TROIS 

These crosses are made from old throw- 
aways, and were not talking trash. Guthrie 
resident Jacque Furman collected rusted barbed 
wire, metals, horseshoe nails, old leather, and 
wood from the Santa Fe Trail to construct 



For those who prefer to leave the cowboy 
boots in the closet, here’s a new idea: Sling 
them over the shoulder. A boot bag made 
by Ann Craig of Oklahoma City is a stylish 
compromise. Antique beads give this one 
a touch of sass. $129 to $164. 


FUNNY GIRLS 

Laughter is the best medicine — and a 
wonderful gift. Greeting cards made by 
F.S. Press in Oklahoma City are sure to 
get a rise out of anyone with their off-the- 
wall vintage photographs and childlike 
scrawl. $2.50. 



CINCHED IN 


A great-looking belt can pull any outfit 
together, but the buckle is what holds 
it in place. This colorful heart-shaped 
belt buckle is less a garnish than your 
wardrobe’s main dish. Made in Edmond 
by Mary Kerran. $86. 


HAMMER GLAMDUR 

A bejeweled hammer is the perfect ac- 
cessory to any woman’s arsenal. Adorned 
with new and antique beads, jewelry pieces, 
and bows, this hammer is surely spared any 
use by the man of the house. $49.99. (405) 
604-4696 or frenchcowgirl.com. 



Dressing up your cowgirl finery has 
never been so simple. With glass beads, 
polished stones, and enough color to make 
other jewelry look dull, Wendy Bizal of 
Edmond’s eye-catching necklaces are sure 
to catch a stare. $85. 
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PATEK PHILIPPE 

GENEVE 


You don’t just wear 
a Patek Philippe. 


You begin an 
enduring love affair. 


Ladies’ Twenty~4® 

Ref. 4910/10A by Patek Philippe. 


BCC 







J-E-W-E*L-E-R-S 

101 Park Ave. • OKLAHOMA CITY • 405-232-8806 

www.bcclark.com 







Centennial House 


^_^eJJfei*gntL5oth 01 0^ newborn 

!^^^£‘>^'^children homeftrqm the hospital to 

this houseA^Andr^ Crabtree 
A 


ramily/irst 

The Crabtrees ofTulsa nestle into their 19 o\f^eryu 


house, where^ild ren kn d paintbrushes 
T’ % ^ ~~ 

By Vallery Photography by 


Family Album 

“Most of the memories I have of this 
house are of raising a famiiy here,” says 
Andrew, whose wife, Kerriiyn, was preg- 
nant with their firstborn, Sam, when they 
purchased it in 2000. Annabeiie, two, was 
born in 2004. With a white picket fence 
and a front-facing porch, the Crabtree 
home makes a perfect nest for the famiiy 
of four. 


FIRST THINGS FIRST 

“The first project we tackled when we 
moved in was stripping the newel post on 
the staircase,” says Andrew. “Seven years, 
two kids, and five layers of paint later, I am 
still not completely finished.” Alongside the 
newel post on the green walls are family 
pictures that include the two newest Crab- 
trees, six-year-old Sam and two-year-old 
Annabeiie. Photos of the family also adorn 
the living room and kitchen. 




NEW AND IMPROVED 

Along with changing diapers and feed- 
ing hungry children, Andrew and Kerriiyn 
have painted, hung wallpaper, and rebuilt 
the rundown garage so that it was able 
to accommodate two modern-sized cars 
and a motorcycle. Every room except the 
downstairs bathroom has been repainted 
with historically accurate colors. 
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Introducing the 
Online Archive 
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OklahomaToday.com 

More than 15,000 pages of Oklahoma history, art, 
culture, destinations, and people at your fingertips 




See More, Do More, Live More 

In Ardmore! 



All Within Reach! 

Ardmore Chamber of Commerce & Visitor’s Bureau 
410 West Main Street • Ardmore, OK 73401 

(580) 223-7765 • www.ardmore.org 








Highway to the 


Highway to the 1^~W ^ ' x-^ 

Danger Zone ^ 

tinker Air Force Base hosts the Star Spangledt^^htennial Air Show. 


DO THE BLUE 

The main attraction at this year’s 
Star Spangied Centenniai Air Show is 
the U.S. Navy Bine Angels, a team of 
F/A-18 Hornets. The Blue Angels are 
famous for their seemingiy impossibie 
airborne maneuvers. These fighter 
aircrafts bust through the atmosphere 
at speeds up to 1 ,200 mites per hour. 


R adar not picking up exciting thriils? 
At Tinker Air Force Base on June 9 
and 1 0, the Star Spangied Centenniai 
Air Show wiii provide high-fiying famiiy fun 
and full-throttle live entertainment. 

This officiai Centenniai event, coordi- 
nated by Tinker Air Force Base, Aerospace 
America, and the Eastern Okiahoma County 
Tourism Council, features strategic ma- 
neuvers by the top-biiied U.S. Navy Blue 
Angels flight team. The air show’s lineup 
aiso inciudes the U.S. Army Goiden Knights 
Parachute Team, Team Tinker, and the Air 
Force Reserve Jet Car. 

When eyes aren’t on the sky, visitors can 
expiore one of Tinker’s iconic E-3 Sentry 


AWACS pianes, view more that forty iife-size 
airplane displays, or participate in the fun 
and games of the chiidren’s area. 

“The Star Spangled Centennial Air Show 
is shaping up as Tinker’s biggest and best 
air show ever,” says Raiph Monson, Tinker 
Air Force Base instailation public affairs 
officer. — Brooke Adcox 

Star Spangled Centennial Salute activi- 
ties run June 1 through 8 and conclude 
with the Air Show on June 9 and 10 at 
Tinker Air Force Base in Midwest City, 
located south of Interstate 40 between 
Sooner Road and Douglas Boulevard. Free 
admission, aerospaceokc.com. 
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This is the biggest Centennial event in the state, other than the Centennial itself." 

—Rob Rogers, director of the Country Fe-^f ^usic Festival 


Hit the Road 


SA7URriAy 7ICKET 

” Preordered txcPet 

parking 

One-day parking pass 



” "^^'hanical bull rxde 

liRINK 

***********•■••• $ ^ ^ 

Pi'esh-squeexed lemonade 
slide 

"*>'^POou,nthe.orldv/i~^^^ 

inflatable slide 

OWNER and a show 

^ 

" “ •^‘'"-^'Jsageonastxckand 

^''sshly breu.ed xoed tea 
SOUUENIR 

“"•t. ncE.u„ 

$77 


T he fever is spreading across 
Oklahoma — country music 
fever, that is. Thousands of 
cowboys and cowgirls will flock 
to the Country Fever Music 
Festival this June for four days of wild and 
crazy country partying in Pryor. 

With headliners including Reba McEntire, 
Blake Shelton, and Big & Rich featuring 
Cowboy Troy, Country Fever is an explosion 
of country cravings made good. Vendors will 
sell favorites like funnel cakes, craft; and cloth- 


ing booths will showcase handmade jewelry d 
and western wear, and three beer gardens will § 
offer libations and entertainment. | 

Lucky for die-hard country fans, camp- “ 
grounds, showers, and an on-site convenience 
store prevent anyone from needing to leave 
the party. — ^Annie Gasparro 

The Country Fever Music Festival is June 7 
through 10 in Pryor, just offU. S. 69 and F. W 
45. Tickets, $50 to $490. (918) 824-2288 or 
countryfeverfest. com. 
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Star Power 

The stars of the Country Fever Music Festival will keep 
things rockin’ all night long. Check out these performers. 
JUNES 

Mark Chesnutt, 8:1 5 p.m. 

Big & Rich featuring Cowboy Troy, 10:30 p.m. 
JUNE 9 

Tracy Byrd, 8:15 p.m. 

Reba McEntire, 10:30 p.m. 

JUNE 10 

Blake Shelton, 9 p.m. 
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Opening Soon 


Pop Star 

A unique gas station 
debuts in Arcadia this 
]une. 


I A NEW OASIS IS almost ready 

I to pop its top. A nearly 

I eighty-foot-tall pop bottle, 

! ^ complete with bent straw, 

JL marks the spot of Arcadia’s 

newest destination, POPS. 

The 5,000-square-foot Route 66 landmark 
is the pet project of Aubrey McClendon, CEO 
and chairman of Chesapeake Energy. POPS’ 
multimillion-dollar design was brought to 
life by Rand Elliott, principal architect of 
Elliott + Associates Architects of Oklahoma 



City. The grand opening of the service sta- 
tion/restaurant/museum/soda lover’s haven 
is slated for June 2L 

“I am happy to add an iconic element to 
the most famous of Oklahoma’s roads,” says 
McClendon. “My goal is to have something 
for everyone at POPS.” He does — Mother 
Road kitsch, 12,000 pop bottles, and a 
design inspired by old-fashioned Route 66 
iron bridges. 


Travelers can 
fill their tanks at 
POPS, then drag out 
to Elliott’s hometown of Clinton for the Na- 
tional Route 66 Festival June 21 through 24. 
With all this excitement, it’s easy to see that 
America’s Main Street offers more than just a 
drive west. — ^Vallery Brown 


POPS is located at 660 West US. Highway 
66 at the intersection ofWestminster Road 
and Route 66 in Arcadia. 





i Mounted on the Lodge wall, the great 
( creature's head would serve as a re- 
minder of the one day in which Frank 
Phillips owned the Ringling Brothers 
Circus. Frank lived large. His stories 
tell of wild nights, eventful days and 
the many strangers and friends who 
passed through his life. Now, the 
mementos of his magnificent 


life fill the many rooms of the Woolaroc Lodge and 
Museum. Come explore the colorful narrative of 
Frank's life and discover the novelty of a place 
called Woolaroc. 


Welcome Home. 


Bartlesville, OK 74003 
Phone: (918) 336-0307 
Toll free: 888-WOOLAROC 

www.woolaroc.org 


AND THEN 

HE SENT ME 
AN ELEPHANT 
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NATIONAL COWBOY MUSEUM 


Hit the Road 


"I should've been a cowboy." — Toby Keith 



Best of the West 

Western grub and cowboy love attract ei^t thousand annual visitors 
to the Chuck Wagon Gathering & Childrens Cowboy Festival 


Y ou ARE WHAT you eat. Tliat means 
Oklahoma’s one hundred years of 
statehood can be characterized as 
the sourdough biscuits, beef stew, 
baked beans, and peach cobbler at 
the Chuck Wagon Gathering & Children’s Cow- 
boy Festival at the National Cowboy & Western 
Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City. 

“The festival is about enjoying the flavor of the 
West without commercialism,” says Lynda Haller, 
director of museum events. 


includes an opportunity to lasso a complimentary 
visit to the museum. — Brooke Adcox 

The Chuck Wagon Gathering & Childrens Cowboy 
Festival is May 26 and 27 on the grounds of the 
National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum. 
$5 to $14. (405) 478-2250 or nationalcowboy- 
museum.org. 


Visitors can sample good eats from ten authentic 
chuck-wagon teams and take in western perfor- 
mances by Red Steagall and Chuck Milner. Little 
buckaroos are sure to enjoy western crafts and 
wagon and pony rides, while experts show patrons 
the ins and outs of blacksmithing, boot making, 
and wheelwrighting. And for dessert, admission 



Compliments 
of the Chef 

B.K. Nuzum of Big Pasture 
Ranch in El Reno dishes out his 
top three chuck-wagon cooking 
secrets. 

• PRACTICE, PRACTICE, 
PRACTICE. “Even the best 
chuck-wagon cooks still 
burn stuff,” says Nuzum. 

• A well-seasoned DUTCH 
OVEN is essential to keep 
food from sticking. Nuzum 
says, “If your Dutch oven is 
not preseasoned, coat it with 
vegetable oil until you get a 
dark patina.” 

• WOOD provides a better flavor 
than charcoal. “We always 
use wood because that’s what 
the old chuck-wagon cooks 
did,” says Nuzum. 



Arts Center Galleries. 


wl N N At 
PRICE TOWER 


COPPER 


aper Restaurant + Ber 


NDMARK Destination 

AT PRICE TOWER 

Stay the night with Frank LLoyd Wright in the 21-ra!om, high-design 
destination hotel Located inside his Price Tower. Enjoy fine dining at 
Copper Restaurant ^ Ban 

Book a romantic getaway. Spedal Oklahoma Today packages available 
starting at $195. Visit our web site for other exclusive offers. 

510 Dewey Ave., Bartlesville, OK • Innatpricetowencom 
Reservations 877.424.2424 


PRICE TOWER ARTS CENTER 
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P ERCHED ON A ridge over- 
looking the Verdigris River, the 
Skelly Lodge offers a pristine 
view: rolling hills, tall grass, and 
fertile bottomland thick with oak, 
sycamore, and pecan. From the veranda, its 
easy to imagine snippets of laughter, clinking 
glasses, and cigar smoke wafting from French 
doors out into the warm evening air. 

The circa- 1931 Catoosa chalet — all 8,000 
square feet of it — served as a private, gentle- 
mens-only hunting club for a small group 
of Tulsa tycoons, William G. Skelly, Walter 
Helmerich, and Waite Phillips among them. 
Members could bag a few birds, swap stories, 
and knock back a couple of bourbons during 
the Prohibition era. Rumor has it Winston 


Design Remix 

Owner Tommy Worth’s passion for collecting lends the 
perfect ambiance to skelly lodge. These are a few of 
the inn’s most interesting objects. 


Wooden rulers, printing 
press blocks, and other 
curios with the skelly 
OIL logo 

A framed letter of 
FRANCIS SCOTT KEY’S 

Wood candle holders 


and an old water 
dipper from the 
BONANZA set 
A portrait of WINSTON 
CHURCHILL bearing the 
Queen of England’s 
seal 


Churchill, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Dwight 
D. Eisenhower each dropped in for a visit. 

Broken Arrow businessman Tommy Worth 
has maintained the grandeur that earned the 
lodge a place on the National Register of 
Historic Places. Worth purchased the lodge 
in 2000, honoring its aristocratic past with the 
right blend of Old World furniture. Western 
art, antiquarian hunting and fishing books, 
and petroleum industry memorabilia. 

With eight bedrooms — one a master suite 
with private bath, another a bride s “get ready” 
room with trundle day bed — plus a great room 
and dining room that seat up to fifty people, 
nowadays the Skelly Lodge is a much-sought- 
after locale for reunions, corporate retreats, 
workshops, weddings, and overnighters seeking 
a respite from routine. 

Juggling all this is Worth’s mother, lodge 
manager Ruth McMillin. Her calendar shows 
at least one wedding every weekend from 
April through November. Most ceremonies 
take place outside, under a canopy of giant 
oaks. Less adventurous brides tie the knot 
indoors, preferring an elegant entrance 
across terrazzo floors. 

“We have something truly unique to of- 
fer here,” Ruth says. “You won’t find this 
anywhere else.” 

Whatever the celebration, guests are 
free to make use of the place, wandering 


Skelly Lodge is located at 27795 South 
Skelly Road in Catoosa. (918) 266'3331 or 
skellylodge. com. 


through its rooms, spilling out onto the 
lawn, or relaxing along the upper and lower 
verandas a la Gatsby. 

The proximity to Tulsa restaurants tempts 
most guests to dine out, returning to the lodge 
to melt into a downy bed or spend the evening 
on the veranda counting the stars. Morning 
arrives with the aroma of fresh-brewed coffee, 
choice of full or continental breakfast, and a 
glorious Oklahoma sunrise easing into the 
eastern horizon. — Mary Logan Wolf 
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Festival 


Hit the Road 


"Route 66 symbolizes the open road and the excitement of meeting the people who make our country great." 

— Carol Duncan, Washita County representative of the Oklahoma Route 66 Association 


Cruise Control 

The National Route 66 Festival calls Clinton 
home this Centennial year. 


R oute 66 is surely the 
most celebrated highway in 
America. What other stretch 
of road has so much folklore, 
history, and nostalgia? 

The fabled highway even has its own yearly 
festival, the aptly named National Route 66 
Festival. Interstates 35 and 40 can’t make 
that claim. 

With more miles of the road than any other 
state and our Centennial celebration in full 
swing, Oklahoma was the logical choice to 
host the National Route 66 Festival this June 
in Clinton, home to Oklahoma’s Route 66 
Museum, a major Mother Road attraction. 


“I think Clinton is the quintessential Route 
66 town,” says author Michael Wallis, who 
voiced the Sheriff in Cars and wrote what 
many consider the road’s Bible, Route 66: 
The Mother Road. 

The National Route 66 Festival has drawn 
more than 40,000 visitors in the past. That’s 
a lot of people for a city the size of Clinton. 
That’s why neighboring communities like 
Erick are joining in, hosting events that will 
help spread things out a bit. 

“It’s a good problem,” says Wallis, when 
asked about the possibility of large crowds in 
Clinton. “These people are true roadies.” 

Route 66 enthusiasts will find much to 


satisfy their nostalgic hearts at this year’s 
festival, including the Will Rogers Awards 
Banquet, held at Clinton’s Frisco Center on 
Friday evening, June 22. There, honorees will 
be rewarded for restoration and preservation 
projects along Route 66. Wallis will also give 
his annual “State of the Road” address. 

The National Route 66 Festival does more 
than just celebrate Route 66’s historic existence. 
Organizers have made this a family-friendly 
event that offers something for just about 
everyone. From classic cars to live music, 
from cultural concerns to culinary concoc- 
tions, festival sponsors and the good folks in 
western Oklahoma are hoping to make this 
year’s festival one that lives up to the legendary 
road it honors. — Jim Chastain 

The National Route 66 Festival is June 
21 through June 24 in Clinton. Many of the 
prominent festival venues — the Frisco Center, 
Cheyenne Cultural Center, and Oklahoma Route 
66 Museum — are located on Gary Boulevard. 
(580) 323-2222 or route66festival2007.com. 



NATIONAL TRUST 

/or H istoric Preservation* 


DOZEN DISTINCTIVE 
DESTINATIONS 2006 


bartlesville 

ITS TIME FOR EXPLORING, 

FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT, OIL BARONS, 
and YOU! 


WOOLAROC MOUNTAIN 
MAN CAMP 

03/31/2007- 09/04/2007 
Crystal Lake/Woolaroc 

BIPLANE EXPO 2007 

06/01/2007-06/02/2007 
Frank Phillips Airfield 

SUNFEST 

06/01/2007-06/03/2007 
Sooner Park 




16TH ANNUAL ANTIQUE & 
COLLECTIBLE FAIR AND SALE 

06/02/2007 
Washington County 
Fairgrounds, Dewey 

OK MOZART 

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL 

06/08/2007-06/16/2007 
Bartlesville Community Center 

WOOLAROC KIDSFEST 

06/23/2007-06/24/2007 

Woolaroc 


BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA 


877-273-2004 • visibbapblesville.com 
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Three for the Road 

CONSIDER JOINING UP WITH THESE NATIONAL ROUTE 66 
FESTIVAL ACTIVITIES. 


CAR AND MOTORCYCLE SHOW, June 23, 10 a.m. A Route 
66 celebration seems 


to go hand-in-hand with a classic 
car and motorcycle show. ^ 

• ARTISTS AND AUTHOR’S EXPO, June 22 and 23 

Art and book lovers will find much of interest, including 
book signings by Jim Ross and Michael Wallis. 

• ROUTE 66 BLOCK PARTY, June 24, 5 p.m. 

Did somebody say free hamburgers and hot dogs? 
They’re serving them up in Erick. 



MAY 

Armed Forces Day 
Luncheon 


JUNE 


JULY 


Junior Sunbelt Baseball Stars & Stripes Funfest 
Classic 


Armed Forces Day Parade Sander’s Family Bluegrass 

Festival 

Italian Festival 

American Cancer Society 
SOFAA Fine Arts Show Relay for Life 


Youth & Kids 
Explosion 


Spaghetti Run 


Spring £r Summer 


Events Calendar 




A Town To Remember. A Plaee To Have Fun. 

-McAksten OK 


’ , g 


(918) 420-EXPO • www.cityofmcalester.com 


3 1 


MAY/JUNE 2007 OKLAHOMA TODAY 





Hit the Road 



The Easiest Getaway Ever 


FREE VISITORS GUIDE: 
1-800-225-5652 • VisitOKC.com 


GOING 



DOWNTOWN OKC 


You’ll be surprised 
by what you 
find in Downtown 
Oklahoma City! 

Floatthe canal, be awed by beautiful 
aitand gaidens; dine, catch a game 
or party the nightaway in Bricktown. 
Iheie's always something UP Downtown! 

www.downtownokc.com 



CONVENTION AND 


VISITORS BUREAU 


Phone: 405/341-4.^44 • \vw\v. visited momJok.com • E-mail: cwwh ite@visitedmondcik.com 
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Trading 

Places 

An exhibit exchange means 
twice the art. 


A PAIR OF Centennial exhibits 
plan to show off Oklahoma’s 
abstract side. Oklahoma 
Moderne: The Art and De- 
sign of Olinka Hrdy at the 
Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art in Norman 
and Out of Oklahoma: Contemporary 
Artists from Ruscha to Andoe at the Price 
Tower Arts Center in Bartlesville open this 
spring at their respective locations before 
switching places in the fall. 

“Both of the museums wanted to reach 
a greater number of viewers and cover 
the state more completely,” says Richard 
Townsend, guest curator of Out of Okla- 
homa. “This is a natural alliance between 
the two museums in the state that are most 
concerned with modern art.” 

Oklahoma Moderne will be the first 
attempt to examine the career of mostly 
forgotten artist and designer Olinka Firdy, 
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Clockwise from top left: Images from Oklahoma Moderne and Out 
of Oklahoma, two Centennial exhibits, include Intermediate Force 
by Eugene A. Bavinger, Studies for Tulsa Riverside Studio Murals by 
Olinka Hrdy, and Red-Blackby Leon Polk Smith. 


who grew up in the small town of Prague. 
Hrdy’s paintings and industrial designs 
blend her European heritage with her 
Oklahoma upbringing, drawing influences 
from Czech embroidery and Bruce GoflF 
art deco. The seventy pieces in the exhibit 
include textiles, murals, paintings, and 
designs for consumer products. 

“There have been relatively small exhibi- 
tions on Hrdy, but nothing of the breadth 
were exploring here,” says Mark White, 
curator of Oklahoma Moderne and associ- 
ate professor of art history at Oklahoma 
State University. 

The need to recognize Oklahoma’s 
contribution to twentieth-century art also 
inspired the Out of Oklahoma exhibit, with 
thirty-five pieces by well-known artists 
from Oklahoma like Ed Ruscha, Leon Polk 
Smith, and Joe Andoe. Although diverse 
in medium and method, the works all are 
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OWahoma 
artistsl 




tied together by a 
theme of realism. 

“Realism really pre- 
dominates among these artists born in 
Oklahoma,” says Townsend. “Not all 
of them practiced the same style, but 
there’s a common interest in figurative 
realistic work.” 

— ^Allison Meier 

Oklahoma Moderne: The Art and Design 
of Olinka Hrdy runs June 9 to September 
9 at the Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art in 
Norman. Out of Oklahoma: Contemporary 
Artists from Ruscha to Andoe runs May 25 to 
September 16 at the Price Tower Arts Center 
in Bartlesville. Fred Jones Jr. Museum of 
Art, 555 Elm Avenue in Norman. (405) 
325-3272 or ou.edu/fjma. Price Tower Arts 
Center, 510 Dewey Avenue in Bartlesville. 
(918) 336-4949 or pricetower.org. 
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CELEBRATE OKLAHOMA'S 
CENTENNIAL, 1907 - 2007 

Featuring the ' 
Will Rogers Awards 


Car Show 
Motorcycle Show 
Poker Run T 
Golf Tournament 
Awards Dinner 

T 

Museum Tours 
Artists & Authors Expo 


...And Much More! 


4 Days of Fun 

On The Mother Rood 
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THE SAMUEL ROBERTS 

NOBLE 

FOUNDATION 



At first glance, these cells seem 
insignificant, inconsequential. 

But scientists at The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation 
see the future inside these cells. 

They see an opportunity to enhance agriculture, impact 
animal and human health, discover efficient energy 
alternatives and improve agriculture production for 
both the producer and consumer. 

To Noble Foundation scientists and researchers, these 
cells are the first step in an innovative process of 
discovery that fuels its mission. 

From the laboratory to fields around the world, the 
Noble Foundation is enhancing global agriculture one 
cell at a time. 


www.noble.org 
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BLUE DIAMOND 

Located at East Second Street and Elgin 
Avenue in Tuisa, the 1924 Biue Dome 
buiiding has inspired a nine-biock 
renaissance with new restaurants, 
retaiiers, and gaiieries. Today, the Biue 
Dome is vacant, though owner Michaei 
Sager says a major nationai coffee shop 
has indicated interest in inhabiting the 
historic buiiding. The one-time Guif Oii 
station was the first in Okiahoina with a 
car wash, hot water, and pr 


Sweet Home 


Seasoned developers and young 
entrepreneurs are breathing new 
life into the Blue Dome District, a 
downtown Tulsa neighborhood. 

By Steffie Corcoran 
Photography by Evan Taylor 


W HAT MAKES A place special? The combination 
of beach sand and big blue bodies of water 
may do the trick, with palm trees helpful 
to the equation. Some feel more strongly 
about context than trappings: If capital ‘H’ 
history has happened here, they say, this is a special place, sacred 
ground, even. 

Those in the latter camp will quickly grasp the appeal of Tulsa’s 
Blue Dome District, a nine-block area in the northeast part of 
downtown that’s on the verge of becoming one of Oklahoma’s 
newest urban revitalization success stories. 

The Blue Dome District once thrived as a downtown commer- 
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cial center. The areas buildings date to the 
early 1900s and include the 1915 Santa Fe 
Depot at 1 1 1 South Elgin and the district s 
namesake, an azure-capped, blond-bricked art 
deco anomaly constructed in 1 924 as a Gulf 
Oil service station. Eventually, signs of wear 
and tear began, and by the 1950s, the area 
was blighted and dotted with pawn shops, 
flophouses, and the occasional diner. By the 
seventies and eighties, many were vacant and 
in disrepair, their existence threatened. 

That’s when a young developer and fourth- 
generation Tulsan named Michael Sager 
purchased an old hotel at 310 East Eirst 
Street. Thirty years later, he owns twenty 
downtown Tulsa buildings, ten in the Blue 
Dome District. 

“Michael is not just a developer, he’s a 
visionary,” says artist Michelle Fitment Reid, 
who runs a studio called “the Best Little Art 
House in Tulsa” in Sager’s May Rooms, a 
historic building that was Pauline Lambert’s 
notorious house of ill repute between 1936 
and 1979. “He can see places as they are and 
say, ‘Okay, I can imagine what this could 
be one day.’” 



OKLAHOMA CENTENNIAL 


‘It’s sort of off the 
beaten path, but it’s 
one of the coolest 
areas we have.’ 


—Julie Miner 

“We specialize in adaptive reuse of early 
buildings,” Sager says from his office on the 
first floor of the May Rooms. “We want to 
put them into contemporary business in 
the old bones.” 

That old hotel Sager bought in 1 977 has 
become an adaptive reuse success story in 
progress. Despite the graffiti — “The City 
is haunted” scrawled next to a drawing 
of a ghost — and rough-around-the-edges 
veneer, the circa-1916 Jacobs Hotel has 
been rechristened the Eirst Street Lofts, a 
$3 million residential project receiving a 
jump-start from a $ 1 .3 million loan funded 
by Tulsa’s Vision 2025 plan. Sager expects the 


twenty lofts to be leased before the project 
is completed in spring 2008. 

“We’re excited,” says economist Julie Miner, 
who works in the City of Tulsa’s planning 
and economic development division. “It’s 
sort of off the beaten path of the center of 
downtown, but it’s one of the coolest areas 
we have. We think there’s a big demand, and 
we can’t wait for Michael to get it done.” 

If his dream comes true, Sager will even- 
tually lease the first floor of the building to 
a small bodega-style grocery store, one of 
those special everybody-knows-your-name 
kind of places. 

Indeed, a hip, youthful, neighborly vibe 
pervades the Blue Dome District. Visible 
tattoos, wardrobes heavy on black, and 
short, funky haircuts aren’t out of place here. 
Mary Beth Babcock, who opened the Blue 
Dome District’s first, and so far only, retail 
store. Dwelling Spaces, in August 2006, is 
a case in point. 

“I’m trying to bring cool to Tulsa,” says 
Babcock, a blond-over-black-haired pixie 
with a voice like a bell and a kind word for 
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everyone who enters her store. The thirty- 
four-year-old Bartlesville native earned her 
chops in the visual department at Neiman 
Marcus in Dallas and as longtime manager of 
the Aveda store in Woodland Hills Mall. 

A walk through Dwelling Spaces gives 
plenty of opportunities for oohs and aahs. 
After her first trip to market in New York in 
February, Babcock decided to supplement 
Dwelling Spaces’ product lines like Alessi 
(Italian home products), Louis & Cluck 
(a Tulsa T-shirt design duo), and Uglydoll 
(stuffed toys) with Angela Adams rugs and 
Jonathan Adler furniture and accessories. 
Babcock’s store wouldn’t be out of place in 
Manhattan, and that’s by design. 

“There was a girl in yesterday,” Babcock 
says. “She came in and said, 1 feel like I’m in a 
store in New York,’ and I was like, ‘Yay!’” 

Richard Becker, owner of Tsunami 
Sushi Asian Grill & Sake Bar next door, 
hails from the opposite coast but is no less 
cool for the contrast. Tsunami, open since 
September 2003, is part of the old guard 
in Blue Dome, forty-one-year-old Becker 
a veritable elder statesman. 

Becker says, “I’m wholly approachable, and 
everybody is amazed that I own the place, 
because I don’t look like a business owner. 
I look like I’m still a twenty-year-old surfer 
in California.” 

It’s a long way from Venice Beach, Cali- 
fornia, where Becker lived for twenty years, 
to Tulsa. Tsunami Sushi, though, bridges 
the gap with a step through the door. The 


Know the Dome: Where It’s At 

Cant wait to check out the Blue Dome District businesses mentioned in this story, with a 
few extras thrown in for good measure? Here's how. 



1974 Pub & Grill 

402 East Second Street 
(918) 599-7019 


Dirty’s Tavern 

325 East Second Street 
dirtystavern.com 



Arnie’s Bar 

318 East Second Street 
(918) 583-0797 or arniesbar.com 



The Continental 

421 East First Street 
myspace.com/continentaltulsa 

Blue Dome Diner 

313 East Second Street 
(918) 382-7866 or myspace. 
com/bluedomediner 



Dwelling Spaces 

119 South Detroit Avenue 

(91 8) 582-1 033 or dwellingspaces.net 

Tsunami Sushi Asian Grill 

309 East Second Street 

(91 8) 582-41 00 or tsunamitulsa.com 

James E. McNellie’s 
Public House 

409 East First Street 

(918) 382-7468 or mcnellies.com 


low-lit interior — anchored by a huge ocean- 
blue bar inset with the restaurant’s iconic 
sun logo — sports a painted fifteen-foot-tall 
surfer on one wall, a huge koi on another. 
It’s the essence of California cool. 

Atmosphere aside, the fantastic food keeps 
patrons coming back to what was once one 
of the only restaurants downtown. Becker 
points out that some Tsunami regulars drive 
forty-five minutes to dine on the myriad sushi 
offerings and California-inspired dishes like 
seared blackened tuna, miso chipotle salmon, 
and noodle bowls. 


“We make all of our sauces in house, 
and that’s one big separation between us 
and other sushi bars,” says Becker, who also 
owns Tsunami Asian Bistro, located in Jenks’ 
RiverWalk Crossing area. “We work on our 
own flavors. If I like it, it goes on the menu. 
That’s kind of where we started, and so far 
it seems to have worked.” 

Another Blue Dome success story is James 
E. McNellie’s Public House, which opened 
in March 2004. Elliot Nelson not only 
commands McNellie’s and a jazz club, the 
Continental, next door, but plans to celebrate 
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Art Begins at Dome 

THE BLUE DOME DISTRICT’S 
FOURTH ANNUAL ART SHOW IS A 
HOMEGROWN SUPPLEMENT TO 
NEARBY MAYFEST. 

Its beginnings were humble. “The 
first couple of years, we just had a 
festival in my yard, and we called 
it Clayfest,” says Virginia Harrison, 
cofounder of the BLUE DOME ARTS 
FESTIVAL and a Tulsa sculptor. 

By 2004, Harrison and a couple 
of friends decided to find a larger 
stage for their funky, bring-a-blanket- 
and-show-your-art festival and sold 
developer Michael Sager on the idea of 
holding it in the Blue Dome District. 

After Mayfest gave its seal of 
approval, Harrison and Sager were in 
go mode, paying for street closings, 
security, advertising, and the majority of 
other costs out of their own pockets or 
with the help of donations from friends. 

Now in its fourth year, the Blue 
Dome Arts Festival retains its earthy 
local flavor, but, says Harrison, 

“It’s just building and building and 
building.” More than a hundred 
artists in every medium display and 
sell their creations along Elgin and 
First streets. Harrison says, “We have 
belly dancers, and we like to promote 
poetry reading and music of different 
kinds so everybody in the arts locally 
is involved.” 


The Blue Dome Arts Festival Is 
May 18, 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.; May 19, 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m.; and May 20, 1 1 a.m. to 
4 p.m. bluedomeartsfestlval.com. 
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the grand opening of El Guapos Mexican 
restaurant a stone s throw from McNellie s the 
first of June. Around Labor Day, he’ll open 
a second James E. McNellie’s Public House 
in Oklahoma City’s newly renovated Plaza 
Court building in the Midtown area. 

Located in a large old warehouse building 
that dates to 1910, with its mismatched, 
lived-in antique pub furniture from London 
and a bike with a Guinness logo hung up- 
side down from the ceiling, his Blue Dome 
McNellie’s is. Nelson says, “a complete 
embodiment of me. I designed every last 
inch of this place myself.” 

A fresh-faced, clean-cut Notre Dame grad 
who wrote the business plan for McNellie’s 
while in college. Nelson noticed during his 
school breaks that something seemed to 
be missing in his hometown’s downtown 
area — namely an old-fashioned Irish pub. 

“I had a lot of pride in the place I was 
from,” he says. “I decided if I was going to 
come home and open a business, it had to be 
downtown. I really wanted to contribute to 
the revitalization and rebirth. When I travel. 
I’m always spending my time downtown. It 
never made any sense to me why there was 
nothing down here. My opinion always was 
that people would come downtown if you 
gave them a reason.” 

The reason, in McNellie’s case, is the in- 
credible beer selection, nearly three hundred 
strong and the largest in six states. A globe- 
spanning array of suds as familiar as Shiner 
Bock and as obscure as Taj Mahal, brewed 
in India, combined with great, affordable 
food has been a one-two knockout punch 
for McNellie’s, which serves as many as eight 
hundred people for three-dollar hamburger 
night every Wednesday. 

Crowds that size don’t flock to a chi-chi 


eatery on Wednesday nights. That’s precisely 
the point. Nelson says. 

“The true essence of an Irish pub is that 
it’s not pretentious and that it appeals to 
a broad range of people. It’s always been 
important to me that this place appeal to 
everyone my grandfather’s age and my age, 
and it has.” 

‘I decided if I 
was going to 
come home and 
open a business, 
it had to be 
downtown.’ 

—Elliot Nelson, owner of James E. 

McNellie's Public House 

Around the block from McNellie’s and 
packing twice the youthful enthusiasm and 
entrepreneurial punch are Chris and JoAnn 
Armstrong, who own a very different pub, 
Arnie’s Bar. At twenty-nine and twenty-seven 
respectively, they share not only Nelson’s 
youth and work ethic but his insistence on 
providing a comfortable atmosphere for 
their diverse patrons to enjoy. 

When the Armstrongs bought Arnie’s — at- 
tached to the Blue Dome building and once 
part of the service station — two-and-a-half 
years ago, they inherited a legend. Arnie 
Simmons opened his tiny pub on Cherry 
Street in 1956, where it remained, beloved 
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Chris and JoAnn Armstrong bought Arnie’s Bar 
in 2004. ‘When another bar comes in, we’re not 
upset. We want them to be here. We want them 
to understand we’re a neighborhood. The better 
this area gets, the better we aii do,’ says JoAnn, 
who piayed NCAA Division I goif for Okiahoma 
State University. 
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The Urban Landscape 

EACH WORTH A SPRINGTIME DAY TRIP, A NUMBER OF URBAN DISTRICTS 
ARE FLOURISHING IN TULSA AND OKLAHOMA CITY. 


TULSA 

Brookside 


OKLAHOMA CITY 

Midtown 


SOUTH PEORIA AVENUE FROM THIRTY- FIRST 

STREET TO FIFTY-FIRST STREET 

(918) 747-9555 OR SHOPBROOKSIDE.COM 


FROM NORTHWEST FOURTH STREET TO 
NORTHWEST THIRTEENTH STREET BETWEEN 
BROADWAY AND CLASSEN 
MIDTOWNOKC.COM 


Don’t Miss: 




Mango and Salsa 
3517 South Peoria Avenue 


Miss: 


Brookside Bar & Grill 
3346 South Peoria Avenue 
(918)742-9005 


Don’t 


(918)744-1425 or 
mangoandsalsa.com 


Boulevard Cafeteria 

525 Northwest Eleventh Street 

(405) 239-6861 

Brown’s Bakery 
1100 North Walker Avenue 
(405) 232-0363 


Myers-Duren Harley-Davidson 
4848 South Peoria Avenue 
(918) 743-4440 ortulsaharley.com 

Urban Furnishings 
3636 South Peoria Avenue 
(918) 747-0510 or 
urbanfurnishings.com 


Cafe do Brasil 

440 Northwest Eleventh Street 



(405)525-9779 


Grateful Bean Cafe 
1039 North Walker Avenue 
(405)236-3503 or 
gratefulbean.com 


Cherry Street 

FIFTEENTH STREET BETWEEN SOUTH PEORIA 
AVENUE AND SOUTH UTICA AVENUE 
(918) 582-1523 

Don’t Miss: 

Joseph Gierek Fine Art 
1512 East Fifteenth Street 
(918) 592-5432 or gierek.com 

Kilkennys Irish Pub 
1413 East Fifteenth Street 
(918)582-8282 

La Donna’s Fancy Foods 
1523 East Fifteenth Street 
(918) 582-1523 or 
ladonnasonline.com 

T.A. Lorton 

1343 East Fifteenth Street 
(918) 743-1600 or talorton.com 



Western Avenue 

WESTERN AVENUE BETWEEN NORTHWEST THIRTY- 
SIXTH STREET AND WILSHIRE AVENUE 
VISITWESTERNAVENUE.COM 


Don’t Miss: 

Learning Tree ^ 

7638 North Western Avenue 
(405)848-1415 



Lux 

731 8 North Western Avenue 
(405)841-3322 



The MakeUp Bar 
7646 North Western Avenue 
(405)810-1226 or 
themakeupbar.com 

Sushi Neko 

431 8 North Western Avenue 
(405) 528-8862 or sushineko.com 
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by regulars, until 1998, the year of his 
death. New owners relocated the bar to 
its current Blue Dome location in 2000, 
and the Armstrongs, once Amies regulars 
themselves, bought it in December 2004. 
For the couple, Amies is much more than 
a business — it’s a labor of love in the most 
literal sense. 

“Chris makes jokes that Arnie’s is where 
we fell in love because when we were 
dating, we’d often go after work to relax 
and hang out. It was kind of our spot,” 
says JoAnn. 

‘We have saved 
almost every one 
of these buildings. 
We have put them 
into what they 
can be.’ 

—Michael Sager, godfather of the 
Blue Dome District 


The Armstrongs’ love affair with their 
bar seems to be working, because devoted 
Arniephiles and new customers are flock- 
ing there to enjoy a cold brew — which is 
often waiting for them if the bartender 
has seen their car pull up — darts, or 
shuffleboard on the vintage 1943 table 
that made the trip from the old Cherry 
Street location. 

“A lot of people have shuffleboard tables, 
but they’re all perfectly straight,” JoAnn 
says. “This one has like three S curves. It’s 
kind of the home-course advantage.” 

Speaking of home, Arnie’s has become 
more home than home away from home 
for the Armstrongs and their cadre of 
regulars. The bar is open every day of the 
year but one — and it isn’t Christmas. The 
day after Saint Patrick’s Day is the only day 
the closed sign is hung on the door. That’s 
because at Arnie’s, a huge Saint Paddy’s 
Day celebration is an annual street party 
with outdoor tents and bars, bands, and 
five thousand revelers. 

Irish pub or not, unlike at McNellie’s, 
Arnie’s visitors shouldn’t expect to chow 
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The Blue Dome Diner is more than just a favorite breakfast 
and lunch spot. Three nights a week,iowner Brian Prewltf" 
turns it into a foodie’s haven Jl/ith specials iike the crusted 


tiiapia and breadeH cititi 


cSrertfiirsauce. 




down on sweet potato fries or cheeseburgers. 
The occasional bowl of peanuts or popcorn 
is the extent of the culinary offerings. 

“We do not serve food,” says JoAnn. 
“We figure if you’re hungry, drink a 
Guinness.” 

We All Dine On 

NOTHING SAYS DOWNTOWN GRUB 
LIKE AN OLD-FASHIONED DINER. THE 
BLUE DOME DINER OFFERS A NEW 
TWIST ON AN OLD RESTAURANT 
CONCEPT. 

Eggs and bacon, biscuits and gravy, 
pancakes and sausage. Sure, those 
diner staples are on the menu at the 
BLUE DOME DINER. Owner Brian Prewitt 
has retained the “breakfast anytime” 
approach of the traditional diner but also 
offers a lunch menu with everything from 
a handmade turkey burger to specials 
like brown beans and corn bread. 

Recently, the restaurant has even 
been open for dinner Thursday, Friday, 
and Saturday nights, serving anything 
on the breakfast and lunch menus and 
an additional chalkboard list of five or six 
seasonal dinner specials. 

Still, breakfast on the weekends 
is the Blue Dome Diner’s calling card. 

Prewitt says, “For the majority of people, 
we’re a destination for them downtown 
on the weekend.” 


Y oung AND old, youth and 
experience: They’re two of the 
most natural companions in 
human history, underpinning 
virtually all learning since time began. The 
Blue Dome District represents a fortuitous 
pairing of experienced developers like Mi- 
chael Sager and his tenants, wet-behind-the- 
ears business owners like Chris and JoAnn 
Armstrong and Mary Beth Babcock. City 
officials have taken notice. 

Jim Norton, longtime president of 
Downtown Tulsa Unlimited, a membership 
organization responsible for pedestrian-area 
maintenance, real estate development, 
and long-range planning downtown, has 
worked with Sager for seventeen years. 
Sager’s contributions to the resurgence of 
the Blue Dome District, he says, can’t be 
overestimated. 

“He has a vision for what he wants the area 
to be, what he wants it to look like, and how 
he wants it to operate. I think it’s that passion 
for the vision that makes him an extraordinary 
property owner,” Norton says. 

That’s not to say it will be easy — or fast. 
Norton says he has seen urban districts take 
as few as ten years and as many as twenty 
or thirty to really come into their own. The 
Blue Dome District is in the early years of 
that process. 

Its status as a Tax Increment Finance 
District was approved in 2003, freezing 
sales tax revenues in the nine-block district. 
Since then, a half a million dollars (the dif- 



ference between collected sales taxes and the 
freeze amount from 2003) have gone into 
new lighting, sidewalks, green spaces, and 
benches in the district. 

With a roster of committed, young, and en- 
thusiastic business owners happily ensconced 
with affordable rents in grand old buildings, 
often owned by Sager and refurbished and 
remodeled on his dime, the future is bright 
for the Blue Dome District. 

“We share Michael’s dream,” says Norton. 
“We want it to be a vibrant 24/7 area that 
has lots of restaurants, lots of entertainment, 
and opportunities in housing and retail.” 

It’s a point of pride for Michael Sager, 
who knows how far the district already 
has come. 

“We have saved almost every one of these 
buildings,” he says. “They were derelict with 
no services. Most of them didn’t have any 
glass, and they were locked and boarded up 
with holes in the roof We have put them 
into what they can be, using the good asset 
of bones and design and flavor they bring 
from history.” 

Julie Miner has put her finger on what 
distinguishes the Blue Dome District 
from the myriad other commercial areas 
of Tulsa. 

“It’s an organic experience,” she says. “It re- 
ally is the grass-roots, street-level nitty-gritty 
that makes a difference and helps create the 
uniqueness and environment and vibrancy 
we are all looking for. Every project in the 
Blue Dome represents that.” 
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Hit the Road 



BY MEGAN ROSSMAN 

White 

T^Line 

rever 


A young Oklahoma Today editor ventures 
forth on State Highway 33 for two days and 
two nights of pure American road trip. 


C ALL ITA solitary sea. The land 
at the Oklahoma/Texas border 
is a collection of multihued, 
horizontal layers that appears 
to stretch forever in every 
direction. There’s little to block the steady 
tide of wind that comes crashing, wave after 
wave, across the prairie. 

For someone who has spent her life in the 
urban areas of Oklahoma City and Seatde, 
where human-generated commotion is invari- 
able, the lack of distraction is eerie. For much 
of State Highway 33, you’re left only with 
yourself I stand on the shoulder of Highway 
33 for about thirty minutes and see only one 
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vehicle pass. Here, you realize what being 
completely alone actually feels like. The road 
stretches 239 miles, from this spot to Sapulpa, 
and I am driving the whole thing. 

It’s a struggle with the wind to open the car 
door. The sun, above and slightly behind me, 
bleaches the rolling hills and groves of trees 
with harsh, midday light. The view through 
the windshield is overexposed, the details of 
the land lost in the blinding daylight. The wind 
tugs the car toward the oncoming lane and 
then pushes it back at the shoulder as though 
unsure about which way to bat it. 

A lone dog jaunts across the road, disap- 
pearing into a ravine. It’s the first living thing 


to appear in forty-five minutes. Sure, a few 
trucks have passed, but it feels a little like these 
F-150s and Rams are propelling themselves, 
sans driver, perhaps sneaking off from their 
respective driveways for a little afternoon 
excursion, Christine-^t^Xo.. 

Heeding the advice of well-traveled col- 
leagues, I take a slight southern detour past 
Roll, through the dramatic sage-covered hills 
of the Black Kettle National Grassland (well 
worth the stop) to check out Cheyenne. 

The Washita Battlefield National Historic 
Site headquarters downtown looks like an 
interesting place to visit. Joel Shockley, a 
park guide, sits me down for a twenty-seven- 
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ROAD RULES 

State Highway 33 is not the iongest 

most famous highway in pklahoi^^ but - 


this stretch of pavement^ which extends- 


from the Texas border to Sapuipaj holds 
its own with' enoug>T fiitslops^ 
it a destinatiortifhtb h 
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St. Francis of the Woods, near Coyle, is 
a spiritual retreat center. _ . ^ 





Drumrightls^ 
home td^ 


iu^for'^restaurants. 




minute film that offers a brief history of Lt. 
Col. George Custers raid on the village of 
Chief Black Kettle during the early morning 
of November 27, 1868. 

Eager to see the actual place, I skip out 
before the film ends and make the five-minute 
trip to see one of Oklahoma’s few national 
historic sites. It’s exquisitely beautiful, but 
I can’t forget that it’s essentially a graveyard. 
Somber, I head back to town. 

The artsy vibe of downtown Cheyenne is 
surprising. Inside the Cheyenne Floral Com- 
pany, owner Becki Seay and manager Kathy 
Sadler are keen to extinguish any small-town 
misconceptions . 

“There are so many characters in this place, 
some very talented and unique people,” says 
Sadler. “We offer nothing but history and art. 
You wouldn’t expect it out here.” The school 
system is also a topic of pride in most of my 
conversations with locals. SMART Boards, 
basically digital whiteboards, are the talk of 
the town. 

Seay brings me over to meet Bob and 
Donna Moss, owners of the Black Kettle 
Trading Post next door, who create and sell 
one-of-a-kind metalwork items, mostly furni- 
ture and accessories. Try finding a chandelier 
ornamented with spurs and antique revolvers 
anywhere else. 

Word on the street is that Dwayne Roark, 
around the corner, has an impressive private 
collection of antique and muscle cars that 
he’s glad to show off to just about anyone 
who makes an appointment. Unfortunately, 
I don’t have one. A gang of men hang out in 
the nearby gravel lot of Roark’s Farmer’s Supply 
and Transportation Company; Dwayne went 
to lunch, they say. I wait around for awhile, 
but when he doesn’t materialize, I decide to 
keep moving. 

The Rockin S Steakhouse, about ten seconds 
north of downtown, is the place in town for 
cow. The restaurant’s quarter-pounder — for- 
merly the Buckaroo burger — is a hunger-de- 
molishing hunk of beef with all the fixings, 
leaving my stomach pleasantly stuffed. Owner 
Ron Maloyed sums up the dining experience 
quite simply: “You get full here.” 

A young entrepreneur, Maloyed has owned 
the restaurant since January 2007. “It was cheap, 
and I figured I could make it make money,” 
he says. His weapon for success is rib-eye 
steaks. “They’re tender enough to cut with a 
butter knife,” he says. “They’re my babies. I 
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Highway 


When State Highway 33 
was originally designated in 
1926, it stretched from Sell- 
ing eastward to Oilton, and 
not surprisingly, as there were 
only 809 miles of paved high- 
way in the state at the time, 
was almost entirely a dirt 


road. In 1932, the highway 
actually spanned the length 
of Oklahoma, from the Texas 
state line to Siloam Springs, 
Arkansas. 

Today completely paved. 
State Highway 33 runs from the 
Texas state line in Roger Mills 


County to downtown Sapulpa, 
eventually merging with Route 
66 and ending at the junctions 
of U.S. 75A and State Highway 
97. At 238.93 miles in length, 
the road crosses seven coun- 
ties and encompasses all three 
area codes. 


tell people to put down their steak knives and 
use the knife. They don’t believe me.” 

The staff is eager to chat with patrons. Local 
schools and SMART Boards are, once again, 
a hot topic. Maloyed expresses doubt that a 
Highway 33 journey could be a mentally 
stimulating undertaking, but so far, it’s been 
impressive. The people in Cheyenne have been 
relaxed, unrushed, and more than willing to 
offer sightseeing advice. 

In the car again, listening to music that 
encourages speeding, I realize that it takes a 
genuine effort to encounter other people in 
these parts. The only movement in the sleepy 
towns of Strong City and Hammon is the blur 
of my car reflecting off shop windows. 

Maybe most people out here have something 
to do other than shop or hang out. Or maybe 

‘You find closeness 
and bonding in 
small communities. 
If^ about being a 
real person.’ 

—Leona Gore 


there just aren’t a lot of people, period. Maybe 
this is why so many from rural locations seem 
remarkably outgoing: Human interaction 
doesn’t happen by chance. 

The Washita National Wildlife Refuge is 
a good spot to hop out of the car and stretch 
my driving-cramped legs. A lookout point, 
roughly a quarter-mile from the parking 
area and tucked away through a maze of tall, 
humming grass and cottonwoods, offers a bit 
of country zen. An opossum boldly toddles 
nearby, while flocks of birds make the quick 
trip from tree limbs to streambed. When 
I close my eyes, I am reminded of those 
“relaxing sounds” cassettes that feature bub- 
bling brooks and twittering birds paired with 
tranquil renditions of Beethoven’s Moonlight 
Sonata. This is better. 

The sun, partially shrouded by increasing 
clouds, is low on the horizon when I reach 
K&K Kabin, across the road from Foss Lake 
near Butler. A hammerhead shark mounted 
over the stairwell is just one of the quirky 
marine-themed decorations throughout the 
cabin. With enough room for eight people 
and a large, screened-in porch facing the 
lake, it’s easy to imagine bringing the 
family out for an extended weekend. 

In fact, that’s partly what inspired the 
construction of the house in 2005. 

“I figured the best way to build 


it was to have other people pay for it with 
rent,” says Kerry Archer, who co-owns the 
cabin with his wife Karen. “It’s laid back and 
relaxing. That’s why 90 percent of people 
come out here.” 

A quick dinner of pancakes, eggs, and 
sausage at the Round Up Cafe, a tiny diner 
along the highway, amounts to a bill of just 
under five dollars. After that, it’s time to crash 
at the cabin. 

The next morning, at the Cowboy Corner 
gas station on the outskirts of Butler, the sales 
clerk at the counter spends several minutes 
chatting with a regular before acknowledging 
me. Ordinarily, that would be a litde annoying, 
but there’s no rush this morning. 

The next fifty miles are a series of green, 
cow-speckled hills. Encompassing the towns 
of Thomas and Custer City is softly curving 
farmland as far as the eye can see, with the 
occasional cemetery sign directing visitors to 
the local graveyard. 

Abandoned skeleton houses haunt the 
roadside. Rusted cars occupy the yards. In 
the distance, a massive grain tower juts 
from the horizon. Proud of my increas- 
ing ability to decipher the unspoken 
language of the land, I conclude that 
this is a signal that Watonga, one of the 
larger towns en route, lies ahead. 
Bustling with all kinds of traffic, from 
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Highway 33 






Hit the Road 


Breakfast of Champions 

Velma McComas’ breakfast will be a tough act to 
follow if it consists of these two dishes. 

Bacon Quiche Tarts 

2 packages (three ounces each) cream cheese, 
softened 

5 teaspoons milk 
2 eggs 

Vi cup shredded Colby cheese 
2 tablespoons chopped green pepper 
1 tablespoon finely chopped onion 

1 eight-ounce tube refrigerated crescent rolls 

5 bacon strips, cooked and crumbled 



In a small mixing bowl, beat cream cheese and 
milk until smooth. Add eggs, Colby cheese, green 
pepper, and onion; mix well. Separate dough 
into eight triangles; press onto the bottom 
and up the sides of greased muffin cups. 
Sprinkle half the bacon into cups. Pour the 
egg mixture over the bacon and top with 
remaining bacon. Bake at 375 degrees for 
1 8 to 22 minutes or until a knife comes out 
clean. Serve warm. 


Cappuccino Muffins 

2 cups all-purpose flour 
% cup sugar 

2 tablespoons instant coffee 
Vi cup butter or margarine, melted 
1 egg, beaten 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

cup miniature semisweet chocolate chips 
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
Vi teaspoon salt 
1 cup milk 

21/2 teaspoons baking powder 


Espresso Spread 

4 ounces cream cheese, cubed 
1 tablespoon sugar 
Vi teaspoon instant coffee 
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 

cup miniature semisweet chocolate chips 


In a food processor or blender, combine the spread 
ingredients; process until well blended. Cover 
and refrigerate until serving. In a bowl, combine 
flour, sugar, baking powder, cinnamon, and salt. In 
another bowl, stir milk and coffee granules until 
coffee is dissolved. Add butter, egg, and vanilla; mix 
well. Stir into dry ingredients just until moistened. 
Fold in chocolate chips. Fill greased or paper-lined 
muffin cups two-thirds full. Bake at 375 degrees for 
LI 1 7 to 20 minutes. Serve with espresso spread. 
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service trucks and midsize sedans to pedestri- 
ans, Watonga is not a tiny place compared to 
previous towns along the highway. Thanks to 
a terrible sense of direction, I end up missing 
downtown entirely. 

The well-known Watonga Cheese Plant is 
a quick departure from the road, and further 
north, Roman Nose Resort Park is a popular 
spot for golfing and horseback riding. Several 
roadside diners, like Wilmas Dairy Kream and 
Hi-De-Ho Cafe, offer tasty, affordable eats. 

Headed east, just outside the city, bursts 
of sunlight radiate across the plains while the 
sky behind me has taken on a dramatic hue, 
turning the countryside into a chiaroscuro 
scene of extreme light and dark. 

Those not hot to shop can check out the 


nearby Chisholm Trail Museum or Seay Man- 
sion, but thick with gift shops and antique 
stores, downtown Kingfisher hosts a great 
many bargain hunters during the Friday 
noon hour. 

Antiques & More is brimming with reason- 
ably-priced goods, while at Ceramics And, 
customers can exercise some creative muscle 
by painting and decorating sculptures, all 
created from molds on-site. 

Upon learning that I’m driving the entire 
stretch of Highway 33, Leona Gore, owner 
of L.J.’s Etc., recounts her own family’s 
journeys from behind the Merle Norman 
cosmetics counter. 

“It’s a special thing to me,” she says. “When 
I was a young girl, we’d drive on it going 
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from Custer City. Biscuit Hill was a cafe 
we used to stop at. It’s not there anymore. 
One time, we stopped at a little filling sta- 
tion and got hamburgers in a paper sack. 
There’s something about burgers in a paper 
sack. They just smell different.” 

Gore goes on to offer what she enjoys about 
life along the highway. “You find closeness and 
bonding in smaller communities. It’s not only 
about providing a service; it’s about being a 
real person. You really get to know people. We 
need to hold on to the things we know are 
good. As you get older, you realize life really 
is short. You need to find your purpose and 
live your life.” 

By the time Guthrie rolls into view, I decide 
to take a break from antique stores, which 


In addition to 
selling chocolates, 
Rick Staton 
prof^sionally 
jousts. The stories 
never end. 

is kind of a shame, since Guthrie is widely 
regarded as an antiquing mecca. 

Looking for something completely unique, 
I spot the Oklahoma Frontier Drugstore 
Museum, home to old medications and 
memorabilia. Arsenic complexion wafers 
(once used by women to give their skin a 
porcelain glow), Bayer ads for heroin samples, 
and a phobia-inducing 1930 dentist’s chair 
are several of the items on display. 

Museum curator and pharmacist Mark 
Ekiss is a wealth of information himself “A 
pharmacist invented Coke in the 1890s, and 
then another invented Pepsi,” he says. “And 
guess who invented Dr. Pepper? Another 
pharmacist.” He pauses. “I don’t know who 
invented Sprite.” 

Winans Fine Chocolates and Coffees is 
an ideal place to ease endorphin cravings 
brought on by the opiate-packed museum. An 
assortment of confections, including truffles 
and dark chocolate-covered, caramel-layered 
marshmallows, are sure to satisfy. In addition 
to selling chocolate, owner Rick Staton profes- 
sionally jousts. The stories never end. 

Traffic along Highway 33 is at its heaviest 
passing the Interstate 35 junction. Near Langs- 
ton and Coyle, the road gets a little bumpy, 
which is worth noting, because Highway 33 
is a remarkably smooth drive compared to 
many Oklahoma country roads. 

A slight departure from the highway takes 
travelers to downtown Perkins, where I stop by 
Sasser & Company Antiques for a few trinkets 
and to admire the rooms full of old furniture 
upstairs. Across the street, artist Mike Larsen 
owns a studio worth investigating. 

The Country Road Bed & Break- 
fast in Agra, drenched in afternoon 
sunlight, looks like it might be the 
inspiration behind a Thomas Kinkade 
painting. Inside, Velma McComas, 
who owns the property with her 


husband Bill, keeps hot tea and cookies 
ready for arriving guests. 

My upstairs room is clean, fresh, and calm- 
ing. Sheer white curtains flutter in the open 
windows, and the occasional moo of cows 
accompanies a chorus of birds outside. 

At some point during the night, storms 
hammer through the area, and the morning 
sky is clear and blue. I sit on the front porch 
of the house and drink my coffee, while Velma 
fixes up the best food of the trip: chocolate- 
chip cappuccino muffins with chocolate- 
chip cream cheese spread, fresh fruit, and a 
croissant-crusted quiche stuffed with bacon, 
cheese, and green onions. 

Originally apprehensive about staying 
overnight in a stranger’s residence, I end up 
talking to the McComases for more than an 
hour before leaving, like they’re old acquain- 
tances. “People always say to me, ‘You let 
strangers stay in your house?,’ and I tell them 
it’s not really like having strangers in your 
home, once you get to talking with people. 
Sometimes they want to be left alone, and 
sometimes they’re on our couch, watching 
football with us,” says Velma. 

There are three more towns to hit up before 
the end of the day. I peruse what feels like a 
thousand books and antiques at the Bookery 
in Cushing before moving on to the Broadway 
Mall, where a crowd of women assembled 
near the front counter discuss Reuben sand- 
wiches for an extraordinary length of time. A 
few hip kids skateboard along Highway 33, 
which cuts straight through Drumright in a 
sharp, shop-lined slope. Beyond the town, 
the curvy stretch of the highway rises and falls 
dramatically, begging to be driven without 
attention to speed. 

The sidewalks of downtown Sapulpa prove 
tough to navigate in the blustery weather. The 
ferocious, debris-infused wind is blinding, and 
a dusty haze lingers overhead. It’s here that 
Highway 33 disappears into its more famous 
second cousin. Route 66. 

There are no more 33 East signs. The only 
way to go from here is west. Leaves stuck to 
my head, I take refuge from the weather in 
my car and sit for a moment, reflecting 
on my trip. 

I’ve seen a different way of life out 
here, free from the hustle and correspond- 
ing stress of city dwelling, but now I’m 
at the end. So I do the only thing I really 
can do — I head back west. 
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HAIL CAESAR 
J.C. (Julius Caesar) Watts 
was the first African 
American elected to 
statewide office in 1990, 
when he served on the 
Oklahoma Corporation 
Commission. Since 
then, Watts has been an 
unstoppable force in the 
worlds of politics and 
business, gaining the 
respect of both constituents 
and industry leaders. 


Manfo] 


A celebrated Oklahoma ql^rtet^adk and politician has made a 
successful transition into the private sedfor. Read on to learn how. 


E UFAULA native and one-time star quarterback 
J.C. Watts has served as a youth minrster, 
corporation commissioner, and four-term 
congressman representing Okiahoma’s Fourth 
District. Today, Watts chairs the J.C. Watts Com- 
panies, headquartered in Washington, D.C. Here, 
he discusses how to be a reai winner. 

• “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but 
words will never hurt me” is one of the biggest 
iies evertoid. Words have consequences. Before 
you open your mouth, make sure the words 
you’re going to say will build people up. 

• Look at challenges as an opportunity to over- 
come, not an excuse to stop trying. 

• Don’t iet society define success for you: Look 
for success not in how much money you make 
but in how many peopie are encouraged by 
your words and actions. 


• Aim high in life and work hard to accompiish 
your goais. Don’t be afraid to try something 
new. You never know where you’ii end up. 

• Every person has unique, valuable talents, and 
no one set is more important than another. Our 
world needs the contributions of each of us. 

• If you see injustice in the worid around you, 
be the leader who courageously pushes for 
change; don’t settle for the status quo. 

• Sometimes the peopie who can teach us the 
most are the ones society respects the ieast. 
Don’t assume that you can’t learn anything 
from someone because they’re too old or don’t 
have a college degree. 

• Principles matter. Popularity and power iast oniy 
for a iittie while, and their coming and going is 
beyond our control. Stand by your principles: 
They will last you a lifetime. 
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"Much of my family is still in Oklahoma, from Elk City to Tulsa and back home to Edmond. I'll never lose my connection." — Kelli O'Hara 


Broadway Baby 

She’s the next big thing on the Qreat White Way. J 

Working on stage, screen, and in the recording studio. Elk City native Kelli O’Hara is in high demand. 
The thirty-year-old Oklahoma City University graduate is one of Broadway’s hottest young performers, 
appearing to critical raves in Dracula, The Pajama Game, and The Light in the Piazza. Beginning June 
26, O’Hara will return home to portray Laurey in Lyric Theatre’s Centennial production of Okiahoma! 
at the Oklahoma City Civic Center. O’Hara lives on Manhattan’s Upper West Side. 


iPod or CD player? I use both, 
though on my last trip home to 
Oklahoma City for Christmas, 
I left my iPod nano on the 
airplane. On my iPod, I had a 
great mixture of music from my 
singer/songv^riter fiance Greg 
Naughton to jazz to Ray Charles 
to Harry Connick Jr. to opera. 
Same with CDs. 

What do you drive? A red Toyota 
Prius. Fifty miles per gallon — 
can’t beat it these days. 


What’s your favorite Broadway 
play? The Glass Menagerie or The 
Crucible. I would love any play 
Bartlett Sher directed. As for 
musicals, I always love the one 
I’m doing at the time the most, 
so My Fair Lady stands out as 
an all-time favorite. I also really 
loved The Light in the Piazza. 
One of the first musicals I saw 
upon moving to New York City 
was Ragtime, and that changed 
my life. I feel like I’m leaving 
out many. 


What websites do you click on every 
day? NYTimes.com, Playbill, 
com. 

Who’s your dream-come-true-co- 
Star? I think I’ve already had too 
many to be wishing for more. 

Are you irrationally frightened of 
anything? No. I believe there’s 
a plan. 

What’s your favorite guilty plea- 
sure? Braum’s chocolate ice 
cream. I can’t get it in New 
York. One time, my dad packed 
four containers of it on dry 
ice and flew with it in his car- 
ryon to New York City for my 
birthday. 

What are your favorite beauty 
products? Laura Mercier foun- 
dation primer and foundation, 
Clinique facial soap, and laven- 
der-scented bubble bath. But 
who has time for baths? 

What’s the best advice you ever 
got, and who gave it to you? “Be 

patient.” Just about everyone 
I’ve ever known has told me 
that, and I’ll listen someday. 

The worst? “Be patient.” If I had 
been patient, I guess I wouldn’t 
have gotten certain things I set 
out to have. 

What’s the most wonderful gift you 
ever received? Florence Birdwell 
gave me a key to finding my 
voice. I’ll never be able to repay 
her for that. 


What one thing do you never, ever 
scrimp on? Time with my family. 
I never get enough, but when I 
do, I take it. I’ve made a lot of 
twenty-four-hour trips home 
over the last eight years, and we 
find a way to pay for them. 

Whom do you consider the great- 
est Oklahoman who ever lived, and 
why? My paternal grandmother 
Marie O’Hara, or Grandma Rie, 
because she lived her whole life 
on Oklahoma soil and bright- 
ened everything she touched. 

‘I’ve made a 
lot of 24-hour 
trips home 
over the last 
eight years.’ 

-Kelli O'Hara 

If you could have one extrahuman 
power, what would it be? To be able 
to zap myself to different places 
instantly, like in Star Trek, so I can 
go home to see my family; help 
people in other parts of the world; 
be a good wife (someday soon), 
mother, and friend; feel some 
sunshine and trees; and still do 
my job so I can pay the rent. 

What do you believe with your 
whole heart? I believe that judg- 
ing people is wrong. I believe 
things happen for a reason. I 
believe in change. And I believe 
in my sister, Anne Marie. 

What do you refuse to believe? I 

refuse to believe we have all the 
answers. I refuse to believe in 
those who think they do. And 
I refuse to believe in reality 
television. 

What question do you wish we 
would have asked? My parents’ 
names. I want to give them some 
cred: Pat and Laura O’Hara. 



50 




PAWNEEBILL RANCH & MUSEUM 



"Each December he killed buffalo from his own herd and senTchoice cuts 
to the Presidents of the United States for Christmas ."— Coffield on 
^ ??? in Oklahoma Today, Autumn 1 964 


Wild, 

Wo^y 

Hes still a shoiostopper 
sixty-five years after his death. 


This entertainer was considered one of the 
iast iegends of the Oid West when he died in 
1942. He learned the ropes performing in Wil- 
liam “Buffalo Bill” Cody’s Wild West show in 
1883, then organized his own five years later. 
Eventually, he and Cody teamed up to produce 
their own extravaganza. An avid conservation- 
ist, he crusaded for the preservation of the 
West’s natural treasures, fighting to save the 
bison from extinction and maintaining one 
of the largest privately owned herds in the 
country. In commemoration of the Centennial, 
his Oklahoma ranch will host reenactments of 
his 1907 show on June 16, 23, and 30. Check 
our website or next issue for the answer. Last 
issue’s Name This Okie was filmmaker Oscar 
Ray of Muskogee. — Patrick Maddox 




Qklahoma! 



feepsake* 

Tandles 

2 miles W of Biirtlesville on US 60 
Call us toll^frce (S88) 636^0351 
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David Boren, OU presi- 
dent: “I am currently 
re-reading On Liberty, 
an extended essay of 
political philosophy 
written by John Stuart 
Mill in 1 859. It was very 
helpful to me as a public 
official as I grappled 
with questions of how 
far government should 
go in regulating indi- 
vidual behavior.” 


Carolyn Hill, executive 
director, Oklahoma City 
Museum of Art: “I’m 
reading Selected Poetry 
ofWH, Auden. I keep 
my library of poetry in my 
bedroom and read some 
each evening. Often, my 
choices pertain to the art 
we are researching for 
exhibits or publications. 
I’m always relating poetry 
and/ or music to the art.” 


Lauren Nelson, Miss 
America 2007: “I started 
reading TheSecrethy 
Rhonda Byrne before 
I left to go to the Miss 
America pageant. It talks 
a lot about visualization, 
knowing what you want, 
and making it reality. One 
of the quotes from the 
book is, ‘If you can see it 
in your mind, you’re going 
to hold it in your hand.’” 


Lane Smith, children’s 
book writer and 
illustrator: ''The Hot 
Kid is about Tulsa 
gangsters in the 1930s. 
It’s a fun, breezy book 
with Elmore Leonard’s 
trademark crackling 
language. And how 
can you beat a book 
with characters from 
Okmulgee, Seminole, 
and Sapulpa?” 


I What Are You Reading? 

\ Four Oklahomans reveal page-turners of the moment. 


Sina, Cowbo 

„f Gene Autry. 

erica's 

Un\vers\tvPfess,$28.oup.c 
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People Are Doing 


Tees Almighty 

These T-shirts say it loud and proud — we 
heart Oklahoma. 

W EARING FEELINGS ON your sleeve has never been 
more hip, especially when that feeling is Oklahoma 
pride. From Tulsa to Oklahoma City and across the 
Sooner State, Okies are donning T-shirts that tell 
it like it is. 

Locally owned boutiques such as Dwelling Spaces (dwellingspaces.net) 
in Tulsa and French Cowgirl (frenchcowgirl.com) and Blue 7 (okblue- 
seven.com) in Oklahoma City are spreading the contagious trend. Fiome 
is where the heart is, and these tees remind wearers of their red-dirt roots 
while keeping it chic. — ^Vallery Brown 


SHIRT TALES 

THESE TWO TULSANS ARE TEED OFF. 

T ulsa Rocks, 405 Fo Sho, Okie Doke, Don’t Hate the 918, Viva 
Tulsa!: These are the messages Zuri Louis and Steve Cluck have 
been spreading since 2006. The two combined forces while in 
a screen-printing class at the University of Tulsa and later formed the 
company Louis & Cluck. 

“What’s so surprising is that we’ve been hailed as city cheerleaders,” 
says Cluck. “We’re making T-shirts. It is a message people wanted.” 
Dwelling Spaces owner Mary Beth Babcock estimates that her store 
has sold around 1 ,600 Louis & Cluck tees since opening last August. 

Louis & Cluck T-shirts are available at Dwelling Spaces 
(dwellingspaces.net), Under the Mooch Records (underthemooch. 
com), and Miss Jackson’s (missjacksons.com) in Tulsa and at Blue 7 
(okblueseven.com) in Oklahoma City, myspace.com/louiscluck. 




Available Now! 


Limited Edition Oklahoma 
Centennial Lap Quilts 

Each quilt is handmade in Oklahoma 
from microfiber suede and embellished 
with calf and buffalo hide. 

48” X 56” 

$275.00 

J&J Originals 


580/863-2855 

www.calfhide.com 



VISIT SOUTHEAST OKLAHOMA'S VACATION PARADISE! 

_ KIAMICHI COUNTRY 



CALL FOR OUR FREE VISITORS GUIDE TODAY! 
(800)722-8180 ■ KIAMICHICOUNTRY.COM 

PRODUCED BY KIAMICHI COUNTRY 
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MISS AMERICA ORGANIZATION 


Okies 


Simply 

Goraeous 



In search of the perfect woman, the Miss America pageant has defined the 
feminine ideal for our country since 1920. Oklahoma, then, may well have 
a knack for producing the most perfect women in America: We claim six, 
tying California for the most winners of this uniquely American display. 



Talk of the Town 



S CANDAL MAY BE overstating it, but Norma Smallwood 
was routinely picked on by the press of the day. Criticized 
for making the most — money, that is — of her 1926 Miss 
America reign, Smallwood scheduled dozens of personal 
appearances and gave product endorsements for Meadows 
Washing Machines and Westinghouse Electric. 

Given the eras sexism, perhaps it was merely a sign of the times that 
her $ 1 00,000 income was scorned and compared to the lesser salaries 
of Babe Ruth and the president of the United States. Smallwood s tryst 
with the son of a Pittsburgh businessman didn’t help her reputation, 
according to the Miss America organization. Still, the Tulsa resident of 
Cherokee ancestry “proved to be an enormously popular selection.” 
Donning her signature side buns, the Tulsa resident and art student 
at the Oklahoma College for Women in Chickasha was named “the 
most beautiful girl in evening gown” at the National Beauty Tourna- 
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By Louisa McCune-Elmore 

ment during Miss America pageant week. Back home, according to the 
Daily Oklahoman, the eighteen-year-old was engaged to Pat Sublett, a 
young Oklahoma City man smitten by the independent beauty. 

“I pinned my Phi Delta pin on her, and she has worn it ever since,” 
he told the newspaper. “We understood mutually that we were going 
to be married.” Smallwood evidently halted her engagement to Sublett 
while en route to Atlantic City, having just won the Miss Tulsa title. 
“If I should win,” she said, “we must wait a little. You wait for me in 
Tulsa.” That may have been their last meeting. 

At nineteen, Smallwood married Tulsa oil man and art collector 
Thomas Gilcrease, and they had one daughter, Des Cygnes L’Amour 
Gilcrease, in 1930. They separated three years later. She later married 
oil man George H. Bruce in Wichita, where they had children of their 
own. Active in her church, St. James Episcopal Church, Smallwood 
died in 1966 at the age of fifty-seven. 


54 



GILCREASE MUSEUM OF ART 



MAY/JUNE 2007 OKLAHOMA TODAY 


TABLOID FODDER 

To cap off a year of headline-making controversy during Norma Smaiiwood’s 1926 Miss America 
reign, she faiied to fuif iii her f inai week of Miss America pageant duties when a doubie booking 
meant her pass off of the crown wouid be bandied by another young woman. ‘Reports of the day 
painted Norma as ungratefui,’ says a biography of Smaiiwood on the Miss America website. 


Celebrity 





S MAESTRO 


Jsns Jayro6’^ nyinning talent at the 
^ payew w^s conducting the Miss 
An^^ orchesfif'^o the song, ‘1 , 
2, Jj’^ile singitl^nd dancing in 
Rockette-styleJiWdo costume. 
Of her home state, she has said, 
‘Oklahoma id^as much a part of 
as my^wn skin.’ ’ * , 

. / * 







During her year as Miss America 
in 1967, Jane Jayroe estimates 
she traveied 200,000 miies. Active 
on the USO circuit, Jayroe was 
the first Miss America to entertain 
troops during active combat. 


Rose of Laverne 

By Steffie Corcoran 

A ROW OF CRYSTAL balls couldn’t have shown nineteen- 
year-old Jane Jayroe everything the future had in store 
after she won the Miss America pageant in September 
1 966. No fortune-teller, however prescient, could have 
convinced her that one day, her face and name would 
become among the most recognized in Oklahoma. 

Jayroe, born in Clinton and raised in Sentinel, is most known as a 
daughter of Laverne, where her family moved just before her freshman 
year. A lifetime of multitasking started in high school, where Jayroe 
juggled marching band, cheerleading, basketball, and church activities. 

By her senior year, beauty pageants were added to her planner. 

Jayroe has always considered her fame more luck than earned. 
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Eventually, her talents — and, as a single mother, the determination 
to provide for her son, Tyler — took center stage, translating to careers 
as a news anchor, host of the Discover Oklahoma television show, 
executive director and cabinet secretary for the Oklahoma Tourism 
and Recreation Department, and more recently, spokesperson for her 
alma mater, Oklahoma City University. Marriage to Oklahoma City 
real estate tycoon Gerald Gamble, whom she wed in 1994, brought 
personal good fortune as well. 

“I do not know why I have been given such an incredible gift of 
being able to matter to people,” she wrote in her autobiography. 
More Grace Than Glamour. Fiowever she chooses to explain it, the 
truth is simple: To Oklahomans, Miss America is Jane Jayroe. 






Celebrity 





Okies 


Lady Sings the Libretto 



T he name SUSAN Powell carries with it as many 
recollections as she has talents. In 1980, the Elk City 
native and senior vocal performance major wowed the 
Miss America judges with her performance of “Lucy’s 
Aria” from Menotti’s The Telephone and won the Miss 
America 1981 title. 

A former student of renowned vocal coach Florence Birdwell of 
Oklahoma City University, Powell says she’s always been a singer. 
“I’d stand on a hassock with anything I could use as a microphone,” 
she said in a 2001 interview with the Daily Oklahoman. “It didn’t 
seem weird to me then, but looking back, it kind of was.” Along 
with Powell’s booming voice, her beauty and versatility have made 
the New York City resident a household name. 

At five-foot'four, this twenty-one-year-old from western Oklahoma 
looked diminutive, but her talent packed a punch. Following her win, 
Powell sang with the New York City Opera, the Seattle Opera, the 
Boston Pops, and other prestigious opera houses and concert halls. 
She later starred in many off-Broadway theater productions and, in 
1993, became the host of the Discovery Channel’s Home Matters, 
a show that ran for nine seasons. In 2002, Powell was named an 
Ambassador of Good Will for the State of Oklahoma. She also was 
a celebrity judge for the Miss America pageant this year. 

For Powell, though, it always comes back to the music. “It’s not 
just something that I do,” she has said. “It’s kind of who I am.” 


By Vallery Brown 





At fifteen, Susan Powell began 
taking voice lessons from OCU 
teacher Florence Birdwell, making 
the two-hour drive from Elk City 
with her mother every Tuesday. In 
a 1995 interview, Powell said the 
Miss America pageant ‘allows you 
to be whatever you want to be. It 
is an incredible stepping stone.’ In 
Powell’s case, the pageant opened 
doors to a career as a professional 
singer and entertainer. 

lAL 
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Shawntel Smith Wuerch 
wore her crown only a 
dozen times during her 
reign. ‘We wore the pin in 
place of the crown,’ she 
says. At that time, pageant 
officials encouraged the 
public to look at Miss 
America as a real person 
rather than royalty. Wuerch 
lives in North Carolina with 
her family. 




Strawberry Blond Bonnbshell 


HAWNTEL SMITH WUERCH wore the crown before 
she ever even won the competition. In 1995, during a 
visit with Donna Axum, Miss America 1964, the alumna 
urged Wuerch to try on her crown. “You know, I thought 
I was just this small- town girl from Muldrow, Oklahoma, 
with red hair and freckles,” says Wuerch, laughing. “I thought that 
was the only Miss America crown Ed ever wear.” 

But on September 16, 1995, five months after the Oklahoma City 
bombing and on the day of her twenty-fourth birthday, Wuerch walked 
away from the competition with the Miss America title and all of the 
opportunities it would bring. Merely being from Oklahoma gave her 
win emotional context for Miss America fans around the world. 
Following the pageant glitz, she embarked on an extensive cam- 


By Megan Rossman 

paign for school-to-work programs, promoting career preparation in 
schools across America. The Northeastern State University graduate 
estimates she gave two or three speeches a day and logged 20,000 
travel miles a month. Wuerch also served as an ambassador for the 
Childrens Miracle Network. 

“I went to Disneyland almost every month,” she says. 

After her reign ended, she worked for Express Personnel in Oklahoma 
City for eight years, where she promoted the company’s education 
foundation. In December 2001, she married Ryan Wuerch at the 
Muldrow First Assembly of God Church, the same year he founded 
what is now Motricity, a technology company. Wuerch is currently 
the company’s executive vice president of community affairs. Together, 
the couple has four boys and live in Raleigh, North Carolina. 
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Celebrity 






MISS AMERICA ORGANIZATION 


Okies 




In a 2007 interview with Robin Leach, 
Jennifer Berry said, ‘The great thing about 
being Miss America is that once a Miss 
America, aiways a Miss America. But I am 
not going to be sad to ieave the two suitcases 
behind and go back to normai iife.’ Berry was 
nationai spokesperson for Mothers Against 
Drunk Drivers during her reign and pians to 
continue working with MADD. 





Dawn of a New Era 


F irst a crown, and now a wedding ring. The fairy tale 
continues for Miss America 2006, Jennifer Berry ofTulsa, 
who plans to marry Nathan Gooden in Tulsa this spring. 
The twenty-three-year-old first met Gooden through a fellow 
Oklahoman, 1996 Miss America Shawntel Wuerch. 
While the couple resides in Raleigh, North Garolina, the former 
OU student finds plenty of reasons to return to Oklahoma. Her 
new company, Jennifer Berry Inc., which coordinates her speaking 
engagements and various projects, is headquartered in Tulsa, where 
her parents and older sister live. 

“You work incredibly, incredibly hard for one year, but you’re always 
Miss America for the rest of your life,” Berry told The Oklahoman in 
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By Patrick Maddox 

January 2007. “That’s what’s so truly special about it.” 

When she won Miss America in January 2006 — after four attempts 
at Miss Oklahoma and a fifth successful one — Berry was involved in 
another notable relocation, this time to Las Vegas. Her win marked 
the first time a Miss America was crowned outside Atlantic Gity. As 
Miss America, Berry, who impressed judges with her ballet en pointe 
talent performance, became a seasoned traveler herself, logging more 
than 20,000 miles a month and sometimes working as many as 
twenty hours a day. 

“This job is like nothing I’ve ever seen before,” Berry’s mother, Kay, 
told The Oklahoman. “I really think she’s learned a lot, and she’s done 
a magnificent job.” 
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ONCE, TWICE, THREE TIMES A LADY? ;; 

Jennifer Berry crowned another Oklahoman, Lauren Nelson, at this year’s Miss^merii 
pageant in Las Vegas. Oniy twice before have women from the same state won 
back competitions. The Jenks High Schooi graduate currentiy iives in North Carolin^> 





GREGG KOHL 


Okies 



The Girl Next Door 



By Vallery Brown 


N 2007, THE Miss America pageant took on a more youthful 
glow. At twenty years old, Lauren Nelson was the youngest to 
win the pageant since 1993; in 2006, she became the youngest 
Miss Oklahoma to take home the crown in twenty years. The 
Lawton native and University of Central Oklahoma sophomore 
has ushered in a new era of Miss America pageantry. 

Although ratings for the pageant were down compared to their glory 
days in the 1980s and early 1990s, the ratings in the youth bracket 
skyrocketed by more than 250 percent for the 2007 CMT broadcast. 
Blame it on reality television and beauty pageant scandals, but the 
newly tweaked show now claims a fresher, more pop-culture feel. 

As a top three finalist. Nelson was asked by one celebrity judge. Elk 
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City native and Miss America 1981 Susan Powell, how she would 
change the income disparity between men and women. She replied, 
“By being a good role model, by being Miss America.” In her televised, 
closed-door interview with judges. Nelson showed a maturity that 
belied her years. When asked what she prayed for, she responded, “I 
thank God for all of the blessings that he’s given me, for putting me 
in a position where I can make a difference.” 

Nelson took first place in the swimsuit competition and solidified 
her place in the hearts of fellow Oklahomans when she sang “You’ll 
Be in My Heart.” The 4.0 student has announced Internet safety and 
protecting children online as her year’s platform. Nelson is currently 
traveling the country as Miss America. 


62 






destination: Durant 





Featuring 


Accessories 




Footwear 
Eyewear 
Handbags 
Jewelry 
Ladies Belts 
Luggage 
Wallets 
Watches 


May 3 I , June I 2 


WWW.MAGNOLIAFESTIVAL.COM 


WWW . D U RANTM Al NSTREET.ORG 
(580) 924- I 550 



WWW . D U RANTC HAM BER.ORG 

(580) 924-0848 



134 W. Main 
Downtown Durant 
580.924.3205 



207 West Main ❖ Durant, OK 


580) 924-0041 


The area's widest selection of certified 
diamonds, gold, platinum, sterling silver, and 
Native American turquoise. 


924-3242 


todjiaollciL 


i©iuLse 


Ji< 

^ylnUit|iuiiES 


Come for lunch. 
Stay to shop. 

144 West Main • Durant, OK 


Tea Room 
(580) 230-1047 
Mon-Sat, 11 am - 2 pm 


Antique Store 
(580) 924-8088 
Tue-Sat, 10 am - 5 pm 



Best Lunch Spot 

(2005&200e) 

psiness of the Year 

r (2006) 


Hcjidiiii^Chaice Awanls. Dnmnt DaUij Dmiarrat 




Italian Restaurant 
mWMarnSt Durant, OK , 
(580)931-9961 

Southeast Oklahoma’s 
Best Italian Food 

Voted \Mnner*: 

Best Italian Food 

(2005 & 2006) 




( 580 ) 924-0848 • WWW.DURANTCHAMBER.ORG 
( 580 ) 924-1550 • WWW.DURANTMAINSTREET.ORG 






Southeastern 



Oklahoma 

I strive to introduce new and alterna- 
tive perspectives to my students. That 
happens both inside and outside the 
classroom. 

Charla Hall, Ph.D. 

Chair, Department of Behavioral Sciences, 
Associate Professor 



^ appreciate working with each student 
individually as they construct their own 
understanding of the subject. 

Gordon Eggleton, Ph.D. 
Professor of Chemistry and 
Director of Curriculum Contest 


Our students share their own work experience 
with fellow students. Together we expand on 
textbook concepts and create a practical set of 
skills. 

Andy Tiger, Ph.D. 

Chair, Department of Management & Marketing, 

Associate Professor 


Southeastern Faculty 

Dedicated 4 Distinguished 4 Driven 


Southeastern Oklahoma State University ♦ 1 - 800 - 435-1327 ♦ www.sosu.edu 
Ardmore‘Durant‘McAlester‘McCurtain County*Oklahoma City‘Grayson Co., Texas 
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"We must trust our own thinking. Tr^ist^her^ve'r^going. Andfcet the yob dona" 
SJ ^ 4 " ^^Wilma Mankiller 


The Hotel 

The Skirvins restoration was 
well worth the wait. 
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Indian Identity 


^traieling exhibit explores modern cultural understanding. 

- ■ 

■ N OK^HOMA, NATIVE American identity is Okiahoma City, is sponsoring the exhibit. 


SEN^tJFSEH:^ 

Exploring three themes — 
intimacy, mijitipiicity, and 
geography— Art From 
indian Territory features 
conferii^orary works from 
Oklahomans, including North 
Man, Southern Comfort by Tony 
Tiger of Shawnee, shown here. 


I N pKl,AHO[i/iA, NATiVE American identity is 
detkied by diversity. The traveiing exhibit 
Ai$From Indian Territory 2007: The State of 
Being American Indian explores this cultural 
variety l^ough ait 

f f VV^want to show that the art is just as 
divilip aij||d broad as the different ways it 
is tl^'e Indian,” says cocurator Heather 
'Aht(^. 

Thi^ show’s twenty-one pieces, all created 
by Oklahoma artists, expand upon what is 
considered traditional Indian art. Gerald 
Cournoyer’s Rothko-influenced paintings, 
for example, contrast geometric shapes 
with images of ravens, and Anita Fields’ clay 
sculptures are rooted in Osage community 
but with a modern twist. 

The American Indian Cultural Center 
& Museum, set to open in spring 2009 in 


After opening Febmary 4 in Weatherford, Art 
From Indian Territory 2007 will visit three 
other towns — ^Anadarko, Okmulgee, and 
Durant — before its final stop in Oklahoma 
City in August. Curators Ahtone and Mary 
Jo Watson staged the exhibit in towns not 
traditionally known as art centers. 

“We wanted to take the exhibit and the 
concept out to the people in Oklahoma,” says 
Ahtone. — ^Allison Meier 

Art From Indian Territory 2007 runs March 
11 to MayOatSouthem Plains Indian Museum 
in Anadarko and May 13 to June 24 at the 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation Capitol Complex 
in Okmulgee, then travels to Durant and 
Oklahoma City later in the summer. (405) 
239-3270 or aiccm.org. 
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Letter From Chelsea 


Culture 


"Thank you, Mr. Railroad man. I want to watch your trains roll by." — Woody Guthrie 


Cbming Around the Bend 

Ami Reeves has grown accustomed to the trains that roll through Chelsea. 


T he trees have finally 

leafed out, helping mute 
the trains’ deep rumble 
and clatter, vibrations that 
spent the winter and early 
spring echoing unhindered through bare 
branches of catalpa and sugar maple. My 
house sits on a wooded hill two miles 
from the tracks, yet the bass notes from 
passing trains can rattle the windows in 
leafless months. 

Everyone in Chelsea has a train story. 
We know someone who knows someone 
who stalled on the tracks, who tried to 
beat the flashing arms at Fourth Street, 
whose bumper bears scars from the bite 
of a Burlington Northern but who, by 
some small miracle, escaped unharmed. 
The tracks running parallel to Route 66 
stitch together the town like a piece of 
sinew attaching bone to muscle, train 
to road. 

This particular stretch of the Burlington 
Northern has amputated parades, impeded 
emergency vehicles, and rendered many a 
phone call indecipherable. But what would 
Chelsea sound like without the train? 

As a child in Arkansas, I heard an occa- 
sional faraway train and thought it sounded 
romantic. In Oklahoma, trains present a 
daily, up close, and harsher reality. But 
there’s a beauty in them, too. 

Who hasn’t watched the cars flash by and 
marveled at the life-sized swirls of guerilla 
art blinking past like a line of colored 
canvases? Then comes the gleam of new 
Fords and Chevrolets piled impossibly 
high, the somberness in a load of army 
tanks heading south, and boxcars printed 
with foreign symbols. These brief glimpses 
of the world, racing through at fifty miles 
per hour, remind small-towners that we’re 
part of something bigger. 

When my family first relocated here, we 
lived on Beech Street, a few blocks from 
the tracks. Prior to the move, a webpage 
touting Chelsea’s charms estimated ten 
trains came through town daily, but in 
hindsight, that seems an infinitesimally 
small number. Each shriek that announced 


another night train woke me, cutting into 
my dreams and producing an unsettled 
feeling. I was certain I’d never, ever get 
used to the sound. 

Here’s the thing about counting train 
whistles. Over the months, they start 
disguising themselves. Over the years, 
whistles become cloaked in the wind, they 
roll in under a growl of thunder, they fade 
in the distance behind a judge’s whistle at 
the track meet. The trains become so much 
a part of the surroundings that suddenly 
they’re barely discernible. 

Apocryphal tales abound, making trains 


more endearing to us here. Rumor has 
it that one day at the Chelsea stop. Will 
Rogers encouraged a railroad worker 
named Gene Autry to follow his dreams 
of singing and acting. Another favorite 
story occurred a few miles down the road, 
where Andy Payne hopped a train, bound 
for California and ultimate fame in the 
Great American Foot Race. Are the stories 
true? Maybe, maybe not. 

Everyone has a train story, and here’s 
mine. My Toyota slid in front of an on- 
coming Burlington Northern one winter 
day when I underestimated the amount 
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of ice on the curve before the tracks south 
of Chelsea. It’s one of those unforgettable 
moments, wide as a hair’s breadth but full 
of horror. My brain relayed one thing: 
This is it. Time enough only for either 
opening the door and jumping out or 
stomping the gas pedal and hoping my 
tires could get enough traction in the ice 
to clear the tracks. The car did move, and 
just in time. This spectacular escape left 
me with a healthy respect for trains and 
railroad crossings. 

We share our lives with this thing; 
a fickle, ear-shattering, awe-inspiring 
creature that weaves in and out of his- 
tory alongside Chelsea. Sometimes it 
calls attention to itself, but more often 
it’s a muffled sound sliding through the 
background of a small town’s pancake 
breakfasts, yard sales, and band practices, 
marking us with its song. 




Go Cowboy or Go Native! 

Plan your Western retreat at our 
Intimate Guest Ranch 


Personalized packages give you 
a taste of Oklahoma in its native 
state. Whether its a cowhoy 
adventure, Native American 
culture, or a piece of real « 

Oklahoma history, Tiger | 
Mountain Ranch has the . 
experience you're looking 
for. Enjoy superh hospi- 
tality and the beauty of 
our cozy 6,000 square 
foot lodge on 900 acres of . 
natural habitat 


cauestrian center • Ranch Activities • Tmn . 
HiWng & swimming • 


Where tlaa Past Inapirea the Future 

(877) MY-TIGER 

TigerMountajnRancii.com 
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Leant About This 


Culture 


"Something tells me it's all happening at the zoo." —Paul Simon 


Zoo Pals 

Familiar animals, foliage, and settings make for a one-of-a-kind treat at the Oklahoma City Zoo. 






Zone Perfect 

THESE ELEVEN OKLAHOMA LIFE ZONES ARE 
REPRESENTED IN THE OKLAHOMA TRAILS EXHIBIT. 


• Black Mesa 

• Shortgrass Prairie 

• ShinneryOak 
Savannah 

• Mixed-Grass Prairie 

• Arkansas Valley 


• Tallgrass Prairie 

• Cross Timbers 

• Big Rivers 

• Ozark Highlands 

• Ouachita Mountains 

• Cypress Swamp 


I T’S A WALK on the wild side. From the rocky sandstones of Black Mesa to the 
shady wetlands of the cypress swamps, visitors can experience Oklahoma in 
just 7.7 acres at the Oklahoma Trails exhibit. This new $10.3 million exhibit 
at the Oklahoma City Zoo, funded by a local sales tax, showcases hundreds of 
native plants and wildlife unique to Oklahoma’s eleven life zones, including 
bats, bison, prairie dogs, and wolves. — Brooke Adcox 

Oklahoma City Zoo, 2101 Northeast Fiftieth Street (405) 424-3344 or okczoo.com. 


Oklahoma Roots 

Dig up some fun spotting these native Oklahoma plants on 
display at the Oklahoma Trails. 


The cypress swamps of Oklahoma’s 
southeast corner are fertile ground 

for the BALD CYPRESS, BLACK GUMS, 
and DWARF PALMETTOS. 


Animal 

Magnetism 

Brian Aucone, director of 
animal management at the 
Oklahoma City Zoo, names his 
three “don’t miss” animals at 
the Oklahoma Trails exhibit. 

“The impetus of the Oklahoma 
Trails exhibit is the GRIZZLY 
BEARS,” says Aucone. Will 
and Wiley, who arrived at the 
zoo in 2003 as orphaned 
cubs, recently moved into new 
digs in the Cross Timbers zone. 
Visitors “otter” see the AMERICAN 
RIVER OTTERS at the Big Rivers 
zone at Oklahoma Trails. 

These playful animals 
make a splash in their 
indoor display that lets them 
show off their swimming and 
diving skills. 

“A lot of people don’t realize that 
we have alligators here in 
Oklahoma, but they actually 
occur in the southeastern part 
of the state,” says Aucone. 
AMERICAN ALLIGATORS— 
found in the Cypress 
Swamp zone — are the 
most protected species 
of animal in Oklahoma. 


• Oklahoma’s Shortgrass Prairies 
wouldn’t be complete without 
the spring flowers of the HONEY 
MESQUITE TREE. 

• Oklahoma’s state tree, the 
EASTERN REDBUD, blooms In the 
Arkansas Valley. 

• It isn’t a tall tale of the Tallgrass 
Prairie: INDIANGRASS, BIG 
BLUESTEM, FRAGRANT SUMAC, and 
SWITCHGRASS can all grow over 
ten feet high. 

• The LOBLOLLY PINES Stand a cut 
above the DECIDUOUS hollies 
and ROUGH-LEAF DOGWOODS Of 


the Ouachita Mountains. 
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New Media 


Culture 

Shock 

Plays, books, and concerts will keep 
audiences sated through spring. 
By Annie Gasparro 



Bird Man 

George Miksch Sutton soared through 
life as an artist, scientist, and overall 
Renaissance man. Jerome A. Jackson 
reveals much more about Sutton’s life in 
the biography George Miksch Sutton: 
Artist, Scientist, and Teacher, provid- 
ing a bird’s-eye view of the adventures, 
struggles, and artwork that made Sutton 
soar above the rest. $29.95. oupress.com. 


Flipping Out 

In the children’s book Dizzy, Tulsa 
author Stacy Nyikos takes readers on a 
fin-flappin’ spin through the sea. Dizzy, 
the fastest dolphin in the world, learns 
that sometimes it’s best to simply watch 
the ocean flow by. $15.95. stonehorse- 
publishing.com. 



Stage Three 

Broadway stars bring the Big Apple to 
the Sooner State with productions of three 
blockbuster musicals at the Civic Center 


in Oklahoma City this spring. CATS 
reveals a night in the 
lives of local felines; 

Wicked tells the 


story of Oz before 
Dorothy arrived; and 
Oklahoma!, starring 
Elk City native Kelli 
O’Hara, honors the 



I git-a-wv 


^ N • ' / . 

Looking for some 


I 


1.800.657.2534 • www.visitjoplinmo.com 


Joplin, MO is the FUN & AFFORDABLE 
FAMILY 6ET-A-WAY SPOT. Located 
in Missouri's Ozarks on 1-44 & 
Historic Route 66, Joplin just might 
surprise you! Wildcat Glades Audubon 
Center, The Bridge, Joplin Museum 
Complex, shopping, golf & much more. 
800-657-2534 for a FREE FUN GUIDE 
or log on to www.visitjoplinmo.com. 



Wine & Dine 
on Western 


Enjoy an expanded 
menu of sumptuous new 
entrees 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Oklahoma City’s premier 
wine bar features more 
than 50 wines by the glass, 
tapas-style appetizers and 
a full liquor bar. Closed 
Sunday. 

7312 N. Western Ave. 
Oklahoma City 
(405) 843-0073 
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Culture 


Gifts For Your Inner Okie. 


S TRANUl: 

STAT^ 

|J 

cli;,Ilav iti3>soN 


Strange State 
$ 24.00 


Frankoma Trivet 
$ 9.95 



Centennial Medallion 
$ 19.95 



Celtic Firestone 
$ 34.95 


Order using the enclosed order form, 
or order online at OklahomaToday.com. 
(405) 230-8450 • 1-800-777-1793 
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states Centennial through the classic 
musical of life in Oklahoma Territory 
101 years ago. CATS, May 4 through 
6; Wicked, June 6 through 17; Okla- 
homa!, June 26 through 30. Tickets, 
$15 to $76. okcciviccenter.com. 



He's a Big Shot 

Piano man Billy Joel will bring back 
decades of memories as he returns to the 
spotlight for a May 1 concert at the Ford 
Center in Oklahoma City. The show will 
feature classic hits like “Don’t Ask Me Why” 
and “Only the Good Die Young” as well as 
newer material. 8 p.m. Tickets, $50 to $86. 
(405) 235-8288 or okfordcenter.com. 

Blood- Sucking Freaks 

An Oklahoma mother-daughter duo, PC. 
Cast of Broken Arrow and Kristin Cast of 

■ Tulsa, teams up for a young 
adult trilogy. House of Night. 
The first book in the series. 
Marked, is a paranormal 
drama set in Tulsa about a 
teenage girl stuck in vam- 
pire finishing school. St. 
Martin’s Griffin, $8.95. 
pccast.net. 

Eye on the Prize 

Tulsa photographer David Halpern reveals 
more than fifty years of his work in Pilgrim 
Eye, including two of his favorite 
photographs from the Wich- 
ita Mountains Wildlife 
Refuge. Full Circle Book- 
store in Oklahoma City 
will host a book signing 
for Pilgrim Eye May 17 
at 6:30 p.m. $50. david- 
halpern.com. 
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Cool Things, Period 


Dwelling Spaces, Tulsa’s ONLY Alessi store, is a destination 
for modem furniture, fim home accessories, and unique gifts 
for yourself, your family, and your friends. 

Gift Certificates and corporate gifts are available. 

Dwelling Spaces is open Monday from noon to 3:00 p.m., 
and Tuesday through Saturday from 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 


H I 19 South Detroit 

Blue Dome Arts District 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
(918)582-1033 

dwelling www.dweUingspaces.net 
S p 3 C 0 S 


Spa Package Includes: 

room for two • Each guost rocoives one 
for two in our hour full body massage or 

It geisha tub room European prescription facial 

Tientary champagne • Breakfast for two 


$295.00 or $195.00 without Hotel Stay 

Call Crowne Plaza Hotel at 918-582-9000 for hotel reservation 
Call 918-493-1676 to schedule spa services. 


100 Easi 2nd Straai • Cruwno Plazt^jra UvBt • 91B.493 tS76 
ttww.0tBm0!iES spa.nai • ^ext te the Ferforniine Arts Center 


May 18th - 20th, 2007 
1 st & Elgin - Tulsa, OK 


Ong/na/ wor/cs from local arlistsi 
Free admission/ 

Wa/lcing disfonce from Mayfes// 




Sushi Bar 

Blue Dome District 
2nd &• Detroit 
918.582.4100 


Asian Bistro 
Riverwalk Crossing 
96th &• Riverside 
918.298.5200 


FEATURING OKLAHOMA’S 
BEST BEER SELECTION 
WITH 305 DIFFERENT BEERS 


www.tsunamitulsa.com 


Serving lunch & dinner 

7 DAYS A WEEK 


James g. McNellie’s 
409 E I ST Street, 
TIjlsa’s Blue Dome District 


Blown^^Glass 


Learn From Skilled Professionals 
One-of-a-Kind Pieces 


TULSrf C^lTtl€hin<i PLflC£ 
19 E. Brady I 918.582.4527 I www.tulsagatheringplace.com 







Culture 


NEW CENTURY HOTEL 

^Vdfskirvin Hotel first opened its doors in 1911, introducing a 
new eiement of giamour to downtown Okiahoma City. Ninety- 
six years later, after decades of ups and downs, the hotel 
reopened on February 26, 2007, to a tide of pubiic support. 
With more than 5,000 room nights and thirty Saturday night 
weddings booked before it had even opened, the hotel will 
receive the 2007 State Historic Preservation Officer’s Citation 
of Merit, to be presented in June. 
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T he Skirvin Hotel: She’s easily tike pe^rl of Oklahoma City’s 

downtown skyline. Merely sdying her name elicits a visceral ® 

response, at differing time's-'^e of magical wistfulness or, 

in her lesser years, one of communal shame. Today, her 2007 grand 

reopening represents far more than a simple ribbon- cutting for a 

new downtown hotel, something Oklahoma’s capital city has seen a 

lot of in the past twelve months. At the Skirvin, open doors, flowing 

cocktails, and “booked solid” means just one thing: Aftei^ars on 

the rebound, Oklahoma City is back on top. 

— Louisa McCune-Elmore 


NINETEEN YEARS IT LAY DORMANT, 
BUT NOW OKLAHOMA’S MOST BELOVED 
BUILDING, THE SKIRVIN, LIVES ON. 


Cityscapes 





Culture 



THE HOTELIERS 

05©e 

Like any good, free-spending oil man, 
WILLIAM B. SKIRVIN had a notion to build the 
finest hotel in the Southwest. He did just that. 
Naming it for himself, Skirvin also wasted no 
effort to promote the hotels grand opening 
on Tuesday, September 26, 1911. 

In 1945, his family sold the operation 
to DAN JAMES, an experienced hotelier 
who renovated the building and upped 
its efficiency. The labor unions emergence 
spurred James to sell the hotel in 1963, and 
thus ensued twenty-five years of disrepair and 
general downtown decay until the Skirvin 
officially closed its doors in fall 1988. 
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Leslie Batchelor, 

Urban Renewal Author- 
ity/Center for Economic 
Development 

“To see the legal and finan- 
cial work come to fruition in 
the form of this spectacular 
hotel now alive with activity 
is just thrilling.” 

— Reported by Vallery Brown 


Walls That Speak 

Grand is good, but as ever, it’s the people who get 
us there. From historical preservation know-how to 
business and financial acumen, hundreds of talented 
people brought their skills to bear on the Skirvin’s 
restoration. We asked seventeen key players in the 
rebirth of the Skirvin about the monumental project. 
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Bob L. Blackburn, 
Oklahoma Historical Society 

“I wrote the history of the 
Skirvin Hotel in 1980. This 
led to a number of speeches 
on the Skirvin and beating 
the drum for preserving the 
grand old lady. The hotel 
exceeds my expectations.” 








Much of the Sktryin’s^tblL 
interior is simpiy a ijfl&bei^p version 
of the originai. Aii restoration work at 
the hotei was done in accordance with 
historic preservation standards. The 
iobby’s eievator doors, most of its tiied 
fioor, and the majority of the second fioor 
are originai. Many new additions, such as 
the exterior stone paneis at the entrance, 
are replications of the old design. 



JoeVan Bullard, 

Oklahoma City Urban 
Renewal Authority 

“The entire community’s 
strong support helped 
make it possible. After 
twenty years, it was like 
Christmas morning at the 
grand reopening.” 



Mick Cornett, 

Oklahoma City mayor 

“The concept of a true 
Oklahoma City renaissance 
rang a little hollow as long 
as the Skirvin was dark and 
empty.” 



Craig Cunningham, 

Investment Banker 

“The Skirvin project was by 
far the most complex finan- 
cial undertaking I’ve been a 
part of. Literally thousands 
of hours were dedicated to 
making the rebirth of the 
Skirvin a reality.” 
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I Since opening, the Skirvin 

las appeal||^ to a varied ciienteie. 
Guests inciuded miiiionaires, 
ndians, and even the fabied 
Western train robber Ai Jennings, 
who iaunched an unsuccessfui 
campaign for governor from 
the Skirvin iobby,’ Perie Mesta, 
daughter of W.B. Skirvin, once said. 


The Path to 
Redevelopment 

‘PUBLIC/PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP!’ 
If there is a single key to the rebirth of the 
Skirvin, it is summed up in two words: private 
and public. It’s not a new combination for 
Oklahoma City residents. The ambitious concept 
gestated with the passage and implementation of 
MAPS, possibly the largest public-private urban 
reinvestment program in United States history. 

“If there were no MAPS, there would be no 
Skirvin,” says Kirk Humphreys, Oklahoma City 
mayor who oversaw the city’s purchase of the 
rundown hotel in July 2002. “I am a big fan of 
the free market, but there are appropriate times 
when the public sector has to step in and do 
what the free market can’t do.” 

Reinventing the Skirvin Hotel meant an 
investment of $22 million from the City of 
Oklahoma City and $34.4 million from the private 
sector, plus significant involvement from the state 
and federal governments. 
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Betty Ellis, 

W.B. Skirvin’s 
granddaughter 

“If my granddaddy were 
alive today, he’d be 
thrilled. It’s like turning 
back the clock. Even the 
chandeliers are as beauti- 
ful as I remember them.” 



OKLAHOMA CENTENNIAL 



Mark Grimes, 

Flintco, Inc. 

“Having been one of those 
who frequented the Skirvin 
for all types of events prior to 
its closing, I personally could 
not wait to see the reopening. 
Being associated with the 
actual reincarnation makes it 
even more special.” 



Kirk Humphreys, 

Oklahoma City mayor, 

1998-2003 

“I did not want to be 
remembered as the mayor who 
tore down the Skirvin, and to 
allow it to continue as a boarded 
skeleton would have been a 
symbol of failure. Our only choice 
was to buy it and restore it.” 






HIGH STANDARDS 

essse 

“It can be scary to have to live up to 
expectations,” says Skirvin Hilton general 
manager John D. Williams. “Oklahomans 
have fond memories and an emotional 
relationship with the building.” 

Owned by the Marcus Hotels and Resorts 
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the Skirvin Hilton 
and its renovators scrupulously retained the 
historic details while thoroughly modern- 
izing the building. The good news, jokes 
Williams, is that he hasn’t been yelled at since 
the February grand opening. “I’ve said from 
the beginning that this is not going to be 
your grandmother’s hotel,” he says. 




Steve Marcus, 

Marcus Corporation 

“This couldn’t have hap- 
pened without the strong 
support of Oklahoma City 
officials and the entire 
development team. We are 
proud to be a part of the 
private-public partnership.” 



Catherine Montgomery, 
state Historic Preservation 
Office 

“I feel like we achieved the 
goal of integrating modern 
demands and conveniences 
with authentic historic 
preservation.” 



Cathy O’Connor, 

City of Okiahoma City 

“It is a landmark project 
in so many ways. It was 
a rare opportunity to see 
the public and private 
sectors work so diligently 
and creatively, in the same 
direction and toward the 
same goal.” 
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Culture 


I 


Skirvln Held, Oklahoma Cliff’s Naeat, Opena Tuesday, Sept. 26th 


Ytt ih^ S^innia is 



HtniK 

lis| 

GUISTSOFTHE 
SKiayiK auTEL 

ROKEIIT a COZIXE 


if 

i 

[ACITYCONSTRUCnONOO. 

j OKLAHOMA QTY 

LAYTON & s™ ARCHITECTS 

OkJahoma Uty For the Skirvin Hotel 


All That Glitters 

SECRET ENTRIES AND A HOTEL 
GHOST ADD TO THE AMBIANCE. 


W.B. Skirvin was right. When he envisioned his 
grand hotel, he expected the biggest names of the 
day to pass through, and they did so in numbers. 
From Bob Hope and Elvis Presley to presidents 
Dwight Eisenhower and Richard Nixon, the building 
often overnighted the differing era’s glitterati and 
power players, some of whom entered the building 
through an underground tunnel. 

“We didn’t have any other fine hotels that had 
the quality and class that the Skirvin did,” said 
Lee Allen Smith, who booked many marquee 
names for The Stars and Stripes 5/?ow television 
program, in The Oklahoman in 2005. “It was 
really the only game in town.” 

Perhaps it was a less transitory resident that 
caused the most stir. Ghost 
stories handed down over the 
ears tell of a woman dubbed 
iffie, reportedly Skirvin’s 
paramour and a hotel maid, 
and her infant child, both of 
whom died at the hotel. 

“I know of Effie,” says 
John D. Williams, general 
manager of the Skirvin 
Hilton. “But I can say, she 
has not made an appearance yet.” 

Of all its patrons, no doubt these luminaries — 
and luminescent beings — left a big impression 
on the Skirvin’s register. 




The Skirvin has seen many renovations through the years, 
but this one, started in 2005, was the most extensive tn the 
buiiding’s history. Instead of striving for a more modern took, 
the case with severai past renopbons, deveiopers decided to 
restore the hotei to its 1930s am As ar|[deco eiegance. 



Biii Otto, 

Marcus Corporation 

“We took great care to 
modernize the Skirvin while 
carefully retaining its historic 
details. We are committed 
to carrying on this tradition, 
creating new memories and 
delivering exceptional service 
to our guests.” 



David Piank, 

Kahler Slater Architects 

“It’s been fulfilling to 
rediscover and enhance 
the beautiful details of the 
Skirvin. But even more, it’s 
been fun to bring life and 
energy back to the building 
and to this corner of down- 
town Oklahoma City.” 
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Chad Rogers, 

Duncan & Miller Design 

“The sexy, exciting story 
of the Skirvin Hilton has 
been rewritten, breathing 
new life into this landmark 
hotel where oil baron 
sophistication meets Park 
Avenue glam.” 
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THE HOTEL TODAY 

esee 

Its not Connie Selleca and James Brolins 
Hotel, but the drama and magnificence feels 
the same. After its $56.4 million renovation 
and a February 26, 2007, grand reopening, 
the SKIRVIN HILTON HOTEL (405/272-3040 
or hilton.com) at One Park Avenue is back 
on par with the nations most revered hotel 
institutions. The grand facility’s 225 rooms, 
250 employees, swimming pool and fitness 
center, destination lounge, and upscale res- 
taurant are all part of the offering. “People 
have fallen in love with the new Skirvin,” says 
general manager John D. Williams. “We’ve 
done right by Oklahoma City.” 




John Weeman, 

Partners in Development 

“When we returned the 
hotel to the open arms of 
the city on February 26, 
their response to the new 
Skirvin Hilton was the 
greatest we could have 
hoped for.” 



John D. Williams, 

Skirvin Hilton 

“The restoration of the 
legendary Skirvin Hotel is 
more than just a business 
development for down- 
town Oklahoma City. The 
new Skirvin Hilton is the 
crowning symbol of the 
city’s rebirth.” 



Stanton L. Young, 

Urban Renewal Authority 

“Every great city of the 
world has a heart, a sym- 
bolic place like a cathedral 
or park. In our city, its heart 
for more than sixty years 
was the stately Skirvin Ho- 
tel. Now, the Skirvin Hilton 
represents our promise to 
the world.” 
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"After climbing a great hill, one only finds that there are many more hills to climb." 

—Nelson Mandela 




HIGK LONESOME 
Six miles east of the lexas ^ 
border, the Antelope Hills, V 
which peak at 2,604 feet^ft \ ' 
visible for several miiea^and ' 
s^d in silent conMst to thi^ / 
suiirounding higb^ains. X 


I ne aeer aira anteiope piay in inis lar vvesieirn^|t^n^ f 

I T’S A STUDY in contrasts. Rising from the ioday, peace roigns here. The Sand Hills 
grasslands of northwestern Oklahoma, the Loop of the Great Plains Trail pass^ along the^^ " 
Antelope Hills in Roger Mills County are^ western edge of the row of little mesas, offer- 
striking topographic feature in an area that ing modern explorers an up-close view. ~ . 
is, for th^most part, gently rolling prairie. Travelers can access the hills from State ' 
The meSp-like structures once marked the Highway 33 by heading north on the road 
divide betvveen Indian Territory and Mexico, located at mile marker 1 74. Along the way. 
Sometimes called the South Canadians due they’re likely to catch a glimpse of antelope, 
to their position below the Canadian River, roadrunners, and quail. The area is also home 
the hills were the site of a conflict known to several prairie dog colonies, 
both as the Battle of the South Canadians “The antelope are easiest to see,” says 
and the Antelope Hills Expedition. JoNell York, who owns the northern portion 

In 1 858, a group of Texas Rangers raided of the land occupied by the Antelope Hills, 
a Comanche village near the base of the “They don’t run away from you.” 
hills, killing dozens. The event was of such Tucked away in far western Oklahoma, the 

historic significance that the Antelope Hills remote Antelope Hills offer a more human 
were named to the National Register of kind of escape. 

Historic Places in 1 978. — Megan Rossman 
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Sometimes considered free-ranging ' 
iivestock, wiid hogs consist of ferat 
hogs, domestic hogs that have become 
wiid overtime; Russian boar; and hybrid 
crosses between the two. 



Hunting seasons 
heyday may he 
over, hut on 
private property, 
Oklahomans can 
hunt wild hogs 
year-round. 


F or OKLAHOMA HUNTERS, 
Springtime usually means turkeys 
or squirrels, but in the past few 
years, a new opportunity has 
literally rooted its way across 
Oklahoma as feral hogs have invaded nearly 
every region of the state. 

Forget gentle Wilbur prancing his way 
across the barnyard of Charlottes Web', these 
pigs are wild, wily, and woolly scavengers that 
uproot the landscape, destroy crops, displace 
native wildlife, and breed like, well, pigs. 

They also happen to be an excellent way 
for state hunters to extend their big-game 
hunting experience beyond deer. There is 
no specialized equipment to buy, and most 
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firearms legal for deer — with the possible 
exception of .22 caliber center fires — are 
adequate for taking hogs, which can weigh 
up to three hundred pounds or more. 

Many of the same techniques used for deer 
also work well for hogs. Tree stands or blinds 
over water and food sources are ideal in the 
fall and spring, while staking out water and 
wallowing areas are an effective summertime 
technique. Hunting hogs with dogs is also 
a fast-growing sport. 

Perhaps the most appealing aspect of 
hog hunting is the fact that you can do 
it year-round. There is no season on feral 
hogs because the Oklahoma Department 
of Wildlife Conservation does not consider 
them a game animal. As a result, on private 
land, with the landowner s permission, hogs 
can be hunted at any time, generally without 
a hunting license. However, there are some 
restrictions and requirements for hunting 
feral hogs on public land. 

Anyone who wishes to try out hog hunt- 
ing should first consult the department’s 
website, wildlifedepartment.com, for specific 
requirements. — Chad Love 



NORiTiHERNiOKLAHOMA^COLWEGE 


' Enid ' Stillwater 

580.242.6300 405.744.2246 

100 S. University Ave. 1118 W. Hall of Fame 



580.528.5200 
1220 E. Grand 


*orthern Provides.,, 
the tradition of excellence vital 
to your academic success. 

faculty and staff 
who know you by name. 


ommitment to 
cultural enrichment and 
developing new technologies. 


Over 60 degree options leading to an Associate in Arts 
Science or Applied Science Degree 
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Gore resident d&neTrOsh#^^^^ 
knows his scuba. The onetime 
^Highway Patroi diver alfid^ iv^^'j 
instru^or af No^rthed^iW^^^^ 
UniveT^ity ^pefrt^Ts^R^^R^ 
jSene’s ifiqua"Pro Shop, iifl.9l??W: 


Scuba Do 

Getting to the bottom of scuba 
diving at Lake Lenkiller is a snap. 

L ike taking the plunge but hate 

coming up for air? Getting your scuba 
certification and exploring Oklahoma’s 
underwater depths are just a few simple 
strokes away — no plane ticket required. 
One of the state’s most popular diving destinations 
is Lake Tenkiller in eastern Oklahoma, where eighty- 
one-year-old Gene Frusher has been teaching scuba 
certification classes for nearly forty years. His shop, Gene’s 
Aqua Pro Shop (9 1 8/487-522 1 or genesaquapro.com), 
specializes in scuba gear, certification, and planning 
scuba getaways. “Most anyone with equipment and 
teaching can learn to scuba dive,” says Frusher. Follow 
his lead to learn to certifiably dive deep at Lake Tenkiller. 

— ^Vallery Brown 

For more information about scuba diving at Lake 
Tenkiller, call the Greater Tenkiller Area Association at 
( 918 ) 457 - 4403 . 



2007 

COUNdfL HOUSE 
INDIAN ARTJ:ESTIVAL 


omsE^OK 

918 - 756-2324 


Council House 
Indian Art Festival 

June 1 6th 


f \ Spend) your Summer in 


2007 Pecan Festival 

June 7, 8 & 9th 


Okmulgee Tourism 
(918) 758-1015 
www.okmulgeetourism.com 
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JOHN THOMPSON 




Learn, 
to dive! 




• GET ON COURSE. 

Make sure the 
instructor is scuba 
certified, insured, 
and knows the area. 
Keeping you safe and 
comfortabie is the 
instructor’s job. 


"Scuba diving is peaceful. Floating along under water just is." — Cherokee Landing State Park ranger Kenneth Cowart 


• KNOW WHAT YOU’RE 
GETTING. Some 
ciasses require you 
to bring your own 
mask and fins. Oth- 
ers provide neariy 
everything. Knowing 
what is inciuded can 
save you money and 
hassie. 

• DON’T RUSH IT. 

Certification requires 
a minimum of four 
open-water dives. 


The process begins 
with an overview of 
the equipment. Oniy 
after wouid-be divers 
have demonstrated 
knowiedge of how to 
use the equipment are 
they taught the skiiis 
needed to dive. 

• KNOW YOUR LIMITS. 
“You need stamina, 
and you can’t be afraid 
of the darker ciosed-in 
piaces,” says Frusher. 


• FIND A SPOT. “Every- 
one has an opinion 
on the best piaces to 
dive at Tenkiiier,” says 
Frusher. “if there is 
ciear water, it’s on the 
south end of the iake 
ciosertothe dam.’’ 


• YOU’RE NOT JONAH. 

Rumors of ieviathan 
fish troiiing the iake’s 
bottom are untrue. The 
iake’s depths — neariy 
165 feet— don’t 
contain enough oxygen 
to support iife that size. 


Scuba Therapy: Soldiers Get Wet 

Sometimes the best medicine is a new hobby. Oklahoma native 
John Thompson, a former paratrooper in the Army National Guard, has 
brought the wonders of the water world to wounded soldiers at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C. “Most of the soldiers 
we teach at the hospital are amputees, but we have other injuries 
as well, like shrapnel and traumatic brain injury,” says the scuba 
instructor. “I teach the classes at the hospital in the aquatic therapy 
pool. The response has been overwhelming.” (301) 996-5516 or 
hsascuba.com — Louisa McCune-Elmore 
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'W/iere tfie empfmsis is dj^nateCy on tfie scent ! " 

Over 70 Scents 
Wholesale 
Supplies 
Fundraisers 
Gifts & Furniture 
On Hwy 69 


centurM 


males 


2426 N. 32nd ST. 
Muskogee, ok 
(9 18) 686-8788 

WWW.SCENTURYCANDLES.COM 
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HIGH PLAINS COUNTRY HUNTING AND FISHING... 
irS OKLAHOMA INCREDIBLE! 

VISIT NORTHWEST AND NORTH CENTRAL OKLAHOMA'S 
HIGH PLAINS DESTINATION PARADISE 
RED CARPET COUNTRY 
CALL FOR OUR FREE VISITORS GUIDETODAY! 
(800)447-2698 • REDCARPETCOUNTRY.COM 

PRODUCED BY RED CARPET COUNTRY 
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DESTINATION: THE CHOCTAW NATION 


I 



CHOCTAW TRAVEL PLAZA 


Thirteen locations to serve you 


TRENDAR 
FUEL SERVICES 


WASHER/DRYERS 


SELF-SERVE 

DIESEL 


GIFT SHOP 


TRUCKERS 

LOUNGE 


Trail of Tears Walk (580) 924-8280 or (800) 522-6170 


SHOWERS 
(available at some 
locations) 


Communication is an important weapon, 
...it can be used to defeat your enemy 


Choctaw Nation 
Labor Day Festival 
and Pow-Wow 

August 30 - September 2, 2007 
Tuskahoma, Oklahoma 


897 N.Hwy 69 
Stringtown, 01^' 


1302 S. M ississippi 
Atoka, OK 


Hwy 6^175 N. 
Dup^t, OK 
SBtf920-2186 


Hwy 69/75 S. 
Durant, OK 
580-924-7210 


Choctaw Code Talkers of WWI 

The first to use their native language to confound the enemy. 
Eighteen Oklahomans have been documented as being trained 
to use their Choctaw language to transmit coded language 
during World War I. 


Halito Hello 
from Chief Gregory E, Pyle 

‘‘Join us for four days of family fun, 
cultural activities, concerts and games 
for all ages during Labor Day weekend, 
Friday through Monday.” 


Contact Labor Day Office 
800-522-6170, ext. 2504 or 2134 


OPEN 24 HOURS 


CHOCTAW CASINO 

WE HAVE THE GAMES Jr^ 

YOU LOVE TO PLAY 

• SLOT MACHINES 


BLACKJACK 


POKER 


OFF-TRACK BETTING 


STARGAZER BUFFET & RESTAURANT 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT CENTERSTAGE 


NATIVE AMERICAN DANCE EXHIBITIONS 


GREAT PRIZES AND BIG MONEY 


4418 S. HWY 69/75 • DURANT, OK 
800-788-2464 

WWW.CHOCTAWCASINOS.COM 


The Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma 
16th Locust • P.O. Drawer 1210 • Durant, OK 74702 
(580) 924-8280 • (800) 522-6170 • www.choctawnation.com 



MICHAEL HARDEMAN 


Outside 


"You don't take a photograph. You make it." —Ansel Adams 



Michael Hardemmipicnow for hrs farge^format 
photographs, likejthis one of Turner Falls. / f / 


The Big Picture 

An Oklahoma native releases his first 
hook-length collection of photographs. 


A n OKLAHOMA PHOTO trip began to take on much more 
meaning than a Yosemite photo trip,” says Michael Harde- 
man in the introduction of his new book, Oklahoma: Wonder 
and Light (Mountain Trail Press, $14.95, mountaintrailpress.com), 
published in late May. “Yes, you can go to Yosemite and grab great 
pictures of Half Dome, Yosemite Falls, and El Capitan,” Harde- 
man says. “You can also throw a rock in any direction and hit a 
landscape photographer.” 

This observation, coupled with Hardeman’s discriminating eye, makes 
Oklahoma: Wonder and Light a book that lives up to its name. 

A Sand Springs native, Hardeman began, in his words, “seriously” 
photographing the state in 1992. Today, he has hundreds of Oklahoma 
images and a national reputation as a landscape photographer. 

Featuring seventy-four full-color images, the book offers a first-rate 
survey of the state’s diverse terrain. Beavers Bend State Park, Black 
Mesa Nature Preserve, and the Wichita Mountains National Wildlife 
Refuge are among the locations featured. 

“The presence of Michael Hardeman’s images is equivalent to the presence 
of an experience,” says fellow Oklahoma landscape photographer Yousef 
Khanfar. “They free me, yet they hold me.” — Megan Rossman 
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HIGH PLAINS COUNTRY VACATION FUN... 
irS OKLAHOMA INCREDIBLE! 

■ NORTHWEST AND NORTH CENTRAL OKLAHOMA'S 
HIGH PLAINS DESTINATION PARADISE 
RED CARPET COUNTRY 
CALL FOR OUR FREE VISITORS GUIDE TODAY! 
(800)447-2698 • REDCARPETCOUNTRY.COM 

PRODUCED BY RED CARPET COUNTRY 
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KELLY CHAMPLIN 






Compost of Wisdom 


Outside 

"A really great gardener once said, 'Gardening is throwing money at dirt and watching what happens.'" —Keffy Champlin 


Read: Garden Design magazine 
is the most fun to pick up and 
look at. But as a resource, The 
Ultimate Rose Book by Stirling 
Macoboy is great. It includes 
everything you could ever want 
to know about roses. 

Tools: I always use a 
screwdriver for pulling 
weeds, a shovel with 
a long handle, and a 
wheelbarrow. 

I love my mud 
boots. I have two pairs: 
one 

pink stripes, 
spring and fall. 


Flowers: My favorite annual 
is the zinnia. For the last three 
years, I have planted a small zinnia 
field from seed. I have a friend 
who wanted garden flowers for 
a wedding one summer, so we 
planted zinnias. They 
were so successful 
and beautiful that I 
have planted them 
again and again. 

My favorite 
perennial, hands 
down, is the peony. 


uuLs. 1 nave lwu pans; ^ have dozens that pro- 
ne yellow and the other with duce hundreds of flowers 

ink stripes. I live in them all spring. They love 

Oklahoma, and they even 


New to Gardening? Plant These. 

For a big, sunny space, RUGOSA ROSES or shrub roses give you a lot of bang for the 
buck. They are hearty, love the heat, and as long as you plant them in a lot of organic 
matter (manure) and water them, they will love blooming all summer. For pots in the 
sun, HERBS are great and very practical. Put an assortment with something tall — like 
dill or parsley — in the middle. My pots in the shade have HOSTAS in them. They are 
very happy, and I do not have to replant them every year. They keep coming back 
bigger and better. — Kelly Champlin 


Mulch: Cheap is the key 
word. I tend to use a lot. I 
buy the sale stuflF that is not 
colored. 


Mistake: For me, it is plant- 
ing too close together. I tend to 
want an instant garden. I read 
the tag and then ignore it! 


like the water in Enid. (It is very 
hard, and acid-loving plants hate 
it.) I get the biggest kick out of 
making arrangements with them 
and then giving them to teachers 
at the high school. 


Shrub: My favorite shrub is 
viburnum. I like “Snowball” 
and “Snow in Summer.” They 
are hearty, old fashioned, and 
have white flowers. They are 
a show-stopper in the spring. 
White is beautiful at night in 
the garden, and these bushes 
really glow. 


• If you have great dirt, you’ll have 
great plants. Don’t be cheap— put some 
money Into the dirt! 

• 1 love the garden sign that reads: 

“A kiss of the sun for pardon 

A song of the birds for mirth 

One Is closer to God’s heart In the garden 

Than anywhere else on earth.” 

• I have teenage boys, and Instead 
of grounding them, they are relegated 


to hours of WORK in 
THE GARDEN. There Is 
something wonderful 
about getting your 
hands dirty and 
working things out with 
God (and your mom). 


Product: I like Thrive and 
a product called Humalfa. 
This rich organic compost is 
black gold. 


Flower Gid 



■17 



■ # 

^rdenii 



Facts! 



One woman, one big garden. 


K elly champlin of Enid has been interested in 
gardening since her teenage years, when she and her 
brother operated a plant rental business. She became 
an avid green thumb in 1 988, when she lived on two 
acres in Seattle and had plenty of room to experiment. 
The busy mom, who operates a landscape design company called 
Landscape Vision (580/234-5812), says, “I live in a historic home 
that has great gardening bones and a lot of space to work with. I am 
just trying to fill it up.” Read on for Champlihs must-have, must-do 
gardening tips. — Steffie Corcoran 
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SHIFTS IN ANIMAL pi ABITAT HAVE 


BROUGHT BACK THE MOUNTAIN LION, 


BLACK BEAR, AND ALUGATOR TO 


OKLAHOMA’S BOHEffifC COUNTIES. CAN 


THEIR PO 


TIOHS. BE SUPPORTED 


HERE, AND MOrItImPORTANTLY,^ 


THEY BE ALLWEDITO STAY? 


CHAD LOVE IMPORTS 
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WILD AT HEART 

Across the state, predators like the mountain 
iion are making their presence feit. This 
mountain iion was photographed in captivity. 


Habitat 



Outside 


N o ONE KNOWS when 
and where the cat crossed 
into Oklahoma or how 
long he had been here. 
Arbitrary political borders 
are meaningless to wild animals, and as 
he slipped into the state along one of the 
countless small riparian corridors that etch 
their way eastward across the landscape, the 
mountain lion neither knew nor cared that 
he wasn’t supposed to be here. 

All he cared about was finding sanctu- 
ary and food. For the past nine months, 
the two-year-old male had wandered far 
and wide searching for an area where he 
could stake out a home territory. He had 
traveled from the southeast corner of 
South Dakota west into Wyoming before 
inexplicably turning southeast, toward the 
plains. Perhaps he hoped to find an area 
not already occupied by another male. 
Perhaps he felt some vestigial tug from the 
murky recesses of his ancestral past, when 
mountain lions roamed 
with impunity across that 
vast swath of plains east- 
ward, clear to the shores 
of the Atlantic. 

Whatever the reason, in 
May 2004, the lion found 
himself along a lonely 
stretch of railroad track 
near Red Rock where, 
in an occurrence loaded 
with irony and symbolism, 
he was struck by a train 
and killed almost seven 
hundred miles distant 
from the beginning of his 
quixotic journey. 

All of these details are known because this 
particular lion happened to be wearing a 
radio-tracking collar attached by research- 
ers from South Dakota State University. 
Cougar Ml 6, as researchers had dubbed 
him, shattered notions not only of how far 
lions travel but the comfortable assumption 
that mountain lions simply didn’t exist in 
Oklahoma. 

The implications were obvious: Lions, 
largely absent for over a century, were 
back. It wasn’t the first time a truly wild 
lion had been discovered in present-day 
Oklahoma, but in an environment where 
gullible local media breathlessly hype every 
dubious sighting of mountain lions or the 
mythological “black leopard,” the dead 


The 

implications 
were obvious: 
Lions, largely 
absent for 
over a century, 
were back. 


male’s discovery was irrefutable proof that 
truly wild mountain lions, without any 
help from us, are slowly returning to their 
former haunts. 

But mountain lions aren’t the only 
large predators rediscovering Oklahoma. 
The ghosts of our environmental past are 
returning in the flesh across the state. 
From the west, lions and black bears 
continue to migrate from their former 
Rocky Mountain refuges, while eastern 
black bears slowly but surely make their 
way into our southeastern mountains and 
beyond. Meanwhile, the American alligator, 
that fearsomely primeval icon of southern 
swamps, is sunning itself along a growing 
number of Oklahoma riverbanks. 

It may seem a bit bizarre and unsettling to 
discover that at the beginning of the twenty- 
first century, there are big things with big 
teeth out there going bump in the night. 
Oklahomans expect the potential for danger 
from our skies, but for well over a century, 
the worst we’ve had to 
worry about from wildlife 
has been an occasional 
snakebite or suburban 
coyote dining on lap dogs 
and housecats. 

“If you were to take a 
poll of Oklahomans and 
ask them if we have any 
of the following animals 
in the state — lions, bears, 
or alligators — chances are 
very few of them would 
even guess one of the 
three, much less all of 
them,” says Oklahoma 
Department of Wildlife 
Conservation spokesperson Nels Rodefeld. 

But they are undeniably, irrefutably here. 
And they are coming completely on their 
own. “I know of three dead lions we’ve 
personally laid our hands on, and when 
you can find three dead ones, you know 
there are more out there,” says Rodefeld. 
“But they’re not black panthers, and we’re 
not stocking them.” 

According to Rodefeld, healthy popu- 
lations in surrounding states are fueling 
Oklahoma’s carnivore renaissance. 

“We have both resident cats and tran- 
sients,” says Rodefeld. “Most of the cats we’ll 
see here in Oklahoma will be out west, and 
they’ll be following river drainages coming 
out of Colorado and New Mexico. Popula- 
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MegaSafety 

HOW TO AVOID ATTACK 

I While the chances of encountering 
a mountain lion, black bear, or alligator 
in Oklahoma are extremely small, there 
are prudent measures to take while 
recreating in omnivore territory. 

I The most obvious rule is, don’t ap- 
proach the animal if you encounter one 
in the wild. On the other hand, never 
turn and run. Doing so might trigger an 
attack response. Instead, stand upright 
and slowly back away from the area. 
Always keep a clean campsite and 
hike in groups or with friends. Don’t 
store food near your tent and dispose 
of garbage. 

I Using common sense will go a long way 

toward avoiding confrontations with the 
predators who share our wild lands. 

I 

dons in those states are stable to rising, and 
as those populations increase, we’re going 
to see more in Oklahoma. It’s the same 
thing with bears and alligators. There are 
healthy core populations outside the state 
feeding it.” 

It could be said that Oklahoma’s preda- 
tors are merely reclaiming their birthright. 
Oklahoma was once an integral part of what 
many environmental historians consider one 
of the largest, most impressive ecosystems 
the Earth has ever produced. The bison, of 
course, is the most well-known representative 
of this epoch, but it was by no means the 
sole player. Vast herds of pronghorn, elk, 
and deer also roamed the plains. 

Following them, of course, were the 
carnivores. Name any large predator on 
the North American continent, and Okla- 
homa had it in relative abundance. Grizzly 
bears, black bears, mountain lions, gray 
wolves — virtually every historical account 
dating from Coronado to early French trap- 
pers to the first American explorers of the 
region abound with incredulous encounters 
with predators. 

This natural wealth could not last, however, 
and when the bison and elk and pronghorn 
and their predators disappeared, the very 
essence of presettlement Oklahoma disap- 
peared with them. It was inevitable, given the 
pressures coming to bear from the inexorable 
westward march of expansion. The historical 
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Alli^fitor breeding typically l)egins 
when air, temperatii^ jstarts to warm in the 
spring. Eggs develdfl^ into males or females 
cl^ending on temperature, and babies 
typiqaJly hatch dufM August. 






In 2001, researchers from Oklahoma Stale 
University teamed up with the Okiahoma 
Department of Wiidiife Conservation in 
an effort to track the movements and ^ 
reproduction of femaie bears in LeFiore County. 
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‘Wildlife has 
learned that this 
is a pretty nice 
place to be as 
long as you watch 
out for the cars.’ 

—David Baron, NPR 
correspondent 

plains species simply could not fit into the 
postsettlement nexus, so they were elimi- 
nated from it. 

But a funny thing happened on the way 
to extinction: We developed a nascent 
collective appreciation of wildness at the 
same time we were feverishly developing its 
remaining areas. This dichotomy of thought 
and action has resulted in more predators 
in shrinking habitat and might help explain 
why a young lion would travel almost seven 
hundred miles or a black bear might begin 
raiding suburban garbage cans. 

According to author David Baron, Okla- 
homa is not the only state experiencing an 
influx of toothsome new citizens. 

“Other plains states are facing the exact 
same situation,” says Baron, a longtime 
NPR correspondent and the author of The 
Beast in the Garden, a book that explores 
the interaction of mountain lions and 
humans through the lens of a fatal lion 
attack in Boulder, Colorado. “Nebraska, 
Kansas, Iowa, the Dakotas, all these states 
are seeing lions migrating east. I don’t 
think Oklahoma can sustain the popula- 
tion densities like, say, Colorado can, but 
as they continue east, I don’t think there’s 
anything to really stop them. Lions have 
shown themselves to be much more tolerant 
of living around people than anyone ever 
thought. These creatures are adapting to 
the suburban environment.” 

Baron points out that we need look no 
further than ourselves for the primary in- 
terface of human/predator conflict. 

“Suburbia has become this bizarre kind 
of wildlife refuge. As areas are developed 
and people put out lush gardens and leave 
their garbage out, they’re providing all sorts 
of food for wildlife,” says Baron. “It has a 


huge eflFect. Wildlife has learned that this 
is a pretty nice place to be as long as you 
watch out for the cars.” 

Is it possible that we could eventually 
see lions padding their way around the 
metro, snacking on poodles and fat, lazy 
suburban deer? Will area fire departments 
have to learn how to deal with black bears 
in backyard trees? Will the Oklahoma River 
turn into gator alley? 

The consensus is that no one really knows yet. 
This is a still-unfolding experiment in reverse 
migration, but don’t look for wild kingdom 
in the backyard just yet. Maybe never. 

“You have different challenges with these 
animals now, different habitat,” says Rode- 
feld. “Oklahoma is fundamentally different 
than it was a hundred years ago, and just 
because they flourished at one time doesn’t 
necessarily mean they’ll be successful rees- 
tablishing themselves, or even if they could, 
that socially they’d be allowed to.” 

On the other hand, each will find its 
niche within the state, and the people who 
happen to share those habitat niches will 
have to adapt. 

O F THE THREE major 
predators, the alligator 
is perhaps the least lov- 
able, least romanticized, 
and least likely to expand 
any farther than it already has, which is 
a shame. 

Despite its distinctly uncuddly reptilian 
appearance and frightening (and frighten- 
ingly overblown) reputation, the alligator 
has a lot going for it: It thrives in clean, 
unpolluted water, so it’s an environmental 
barometer; it’s primarily aquatic, so un- 
less you live in Florida or in a swamp, it 
won’t be snatching little Poopsie from the 
backyard; and it’s a fairly accommodating 
species for viewing. It’s the only one of the 
three that, at least during certain times of 
the year, can be found and observed with 
any degree of regularity. 

Alligators are one of the Endangered 



An alligator swims the Waters of the Red 
Slough Wildlife Management Area. 


Species Act’s crowning success stories. By 
the late sixties, gators had been extirpated 
from most of their range but today are so 
common that every state with gators east of 
Oklahoma either has some type of harvest 
or is planning one. 

In Oklahoma, however, the gator has 
always been a fringe species, confined by 
climate and geography to the extreme 
southeastern corner of the state. It’s the 
price we pay for being such an ecologically 
multifaceted state. 

“One of the things about being a state 
with so many eco-regions is that it makes for 
a very diverse area but not a very deep one,” 
says Rodefeld. “We catch a lot of little pieces 
on the margins of a lot of different ranges. 
But because it is on the margins, they’re 
never going to be really abundant.” 

So it is with the gator. Dave Arbour 
is a biologist aide with the Oklahoma 
Department of Wildlife Conservation on 
Red Slough Wildlife Management Area, a 
6,000-acre wetland in southern McCurtain 
County. Red Slough, along with the Little 

Gator Zone 

NATIVE OR NOT, ALLIGATORS ARE 
CALLING LITTLE DIXIE HOME. 

The issue of the alligator’s Oklahoma 
roots is still a matter of debate. Some 
believe the gator really isn’t a native but 
rather an escaped pet or a latecomer 
pushing in from the southeast. Others say 
; there always have been a few remnant 
; gators prowling the isolated pockets of 
southeast Oklahoma. 

“There are very few historical ac- 
I counts,” says Berlin A. Heck of Broken 
Bow. Heck, however, has found at least 

( two nineteenth-century accounts of 
alligator encounters in southeastern 
Oklahoma. “I don’t think they were keep- 
ing them as pets back then,” he says. 
Either way, says Heck, the former 
I manager of the Little River National 
* Wildlife Refuge, the gators aren’t a threat 
and should be left alone. 

“When you put it in perspective, the 
danger to humans is very minimal,” says 
Heck. “There’s never been a recorded 
instance of a gator fatality in Oklahoma. 
You have much more to fear from, say, 
lightning than you do a gator.” 
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River National Wildlife Refuge and a few 
other isolated locations, are the extent of 
the gator’s range in Oklahoma. 

“We always have a few gators around,” 
says Arbour. “Last year, on our survey 
at Red Slough, we counted ten, but it’s 
hard to know for sure just how many 
there are.” 

In fact, population estimates for the entire 
state range from fifty to a hundred individu- 
als at most, so it’s not like the alligator is 
poised for a statewide breakout. Still, like 
all good predators, they cast a spell out of 
proportion to their paltry numbers. 

“We get a lot of people who come down 
to look at the gators,” says Arbour. “In the 
spring they’re basking, and they’re pretty 
easy to spot.” 

According to Robert Bastarache, district 
biologist with the U.S. Forest Service in Idabel, 
the interest in gator watching is growing. 

“We’re seeing a lot more interest from 
the public,” says Bastarache. “It’s definitely 
increasing every year.” 

In fact, Bastarache says the forest service 
offers sightseeing tours at Red Slough. “It’s 
a lot easier for out-of-town people to see 
a gator on a tour than it is to try and find 
them in 6,000 acres,” he says. 


T here is another eastern 

invader entering Oklahoma 
from the same general area 
as the alligator, but unlike 
the gator, this one is much 
more familiar and more easily anthropo- 
morphized but just as frightening to some 
and far more apt to spread into wider parts 
of the state. 

Ursus americanus, better known as the 
black bear, is in many ways our most socially 
palatable large predator, this despite the fact 
that in terms of total attacks on humans, 
black bears outpace lions, alligators, and 
grizzly bears. Unlike grizzlies and lions, 
however, black bears are extremely com- 
mon across much of the country, with some 
estimates putting the total number at close 
to a million individuals. Black bears, like 
grizzlies, are not pure carnivores; they’re 
omnivorous and can subsist on everything 
from household garbage and dog food to 
backyard gardens. 

“When you look at the numbers, it’s 
astounding how many bears we have in this 
country,” says Rodefeld. “I think there are 
more than thirty states where you could 
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‘Black bears 
are going 
to get more 
common. They 
are adaptable 
animals, 
and they are 
very good at 
living around 
people.’ 

— Nels Rodefeld, Oklahoma 
Department of Wildlife 
Conservation 


find black bears, and twenty-eight of them 
have hunting seasons.” 

While the wildlife department believes 
there will never be enough mountain lions 
in Oklahoma to manage as a species, black 
bears might eventually increase in numbers 
sufficient to cause problems. 

“Over time, you’ll see their numbers 
grow,” he says. “We have research to suggest 
the population is growing. I do, however, 
think it will be a long time before we have 
the same situation as Arkansas, where you 
have thousands of bears.” 

Biologists estimate there are at least 
several hundred bears currently roaming 
eastern Oklahoma, plus a low number of 
transients in the far Panhandle wandering 
in from Colorado and New Mexico. 

“Our growth will be slower because the 
habitat we have isn’t all ideal,” says Ro- 
defeld. “But black bears are going to get 
more common. They are pretty adaptable 
animals, and they are very good at living 
around people.” 


I F THE ALLIGATOR is the 
toothy, prehistoric oddity and 
the black bear is the dumpster- 
raiding clown, then the mountain 
lion is surely the unfathomable 
wraith, the pure, calculating predator that 
strides across our imagination as vividly 


0 ^" 




TAT A - 






00 ^ 


Black bears may appear cuddly and 
sweet, but the 100- to 500-pound 
creatures can be dangerous. Seldom 
aggressive, black bears can become 
violent if they feel threatened, 
and unlike grizzlies, which attack 
defensively, black bear attacks 
are typically predatory. Still, such 
situations are rare, with only 56 
people killed by black bears in North 
America over the past century. 
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as it does the landscape. The lion is the 
Bigfoot of the North American animal 
world, a mysterious bogeyman that elicits 
thousands of nervous sightings yet very 
few actual encounters. 

“There cant be as many out there as people 
claim to see, because it seems like almost 
every single person out there has claimed 
to see one, and they honestly think that’s 
what they saw,” says Rodefeld. 

Still, there’s no denying mountain lions 
are expanding and adapting to the habitat 
that’s been handed them. Harley Shaw was 
born in Geary, Oklahoma, but the retired 
wildlife researcher with the Arizona Game 
and Fish Department has spent thirty-five 
years observing western mountain lions. 
One of the nation’s preeminent mountain 
lion scientists, Shaw has authored two 
books on lions. Soul Among Lions and The 
Mountain Lion Field Guide. Does he think 
mountain lions have a chance to gain a 
toehold in Oklahoma? 

“In terms of their ability, I think there’s 
no doubt cats can thrive in a fairly suburban 
environment,” says Shaw. “In terms of their 
own ability to move among humans as long 
as the prey is there, they can and do, and 
I’m surprised I’m saying that. When I first 
started working on them, I saw them as a 
totally wilderness animal that didn’t have 
that tolerance. But there’s too much evidence 
that shows they tolerate fairly high human 
densities as long as they have the prey base 
and habitat to move around.” 

The main question to lion expansion, says 
Shaw, is to what extent will the humans in 


The Lion King 

AN EXPERT OPINION ON WHY THE 
COUGAR RETURNS 

Generalities abound, but it’s hard to 
pin down exactly why we’re now seeing 
mountain lions in Oklahoma. Harley 
Shaw may know why. 

“It’s one of those questions I don’t 
think anyone can solidly answer,’’ says 
Shaw, an Oklahoma native and mountain 
lion expert. “The thing we hear most 
often is tighter regulation of lion hunting 
and burgeoning deer populations, which 
allow a buildup of lion populations in 
established areas and that pushes tran- 
sient populations eastward.’’ 
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‘You could have 
the best lion 
dogs in the 
world and drive 
every road 
in northwest 
Oklahoma for 
six months 
and never hit a 
fresh traii.’ 

— Nels Rodefeld 

those areas tolerate them? 

That’s the rub in places like Oklahoma, 
where social dynamics may be aligned against 
much tolerance towards lions and other 
large predators. The Oklahoma Wildlife 
Gonservation Gommission recently voted 
to remove the mountain lion from the list 
of species that is illegal to have in possession 
and added it to the list of species that can 
be taken year-round if they’re deemed to 
be a depredation or health hazard or even 
if someone thinks they may be a hazard 
or nuisance. 

“So if you’re a farmer or rancher and 
see a lion you think is about to harm your 
livestock or is too close to your house,” says 
Rodefeld, “you can kill that lion.” 

Although the department is not calling 
it an open season, that’s basically what it 
is. Rodefeld says hunters must report the 
kill within twenty-four hours and estab- 
lish the conditions for killing the animal. 
There are several compelling reasons for the 
department’s stance. 

“We don’t want to manage mountain 
lions for two reasons: One, we don’t have 
the habitat to have a large, self-sustaining 
population like New Mexico or Golorado; 
and two, we don’t feel like the state as a 
whole really wants them. Success or failure 
in wildlife endeavors in today’s modern day 
and age is almost entirely governed by social 
dynamics, and we don’t see the support for 
anything like that.” 


Rodefeld says the wildlife department 
doesn’t view recreational hunting of lions 
as a problem because there simply aren’t 
enough cats to sustain it. 

“You could have the best lion dogs in the 
world and drive every road in northwest 
Oklahoma for six months and never hit a 
fresh trail,” says Rodefeld. “We just don’t 
really see it as an issue.” 

The only thing everyone can agree on is 
that the issue of large predators and humans 
is a complex one that will only get more so 
in the future. 

“I don’t think there’s a simple answer,” says 
David Baron. “We used to have a very simple 
answer, kill them all, and we did a very good 
job of it. That’s a simple answer, but I don’t 
think it’s a very good answer.” 
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On the other hand, says Baron, in other 
parts of the country, there’s an opposite but 
equally misguided approach. 

“In some quarters, we’ve gone too far the 
other way,” says Baron. “Now we’re seeing 
large predators as these noble, beautiful 
creatures. Yes, they are noble and beauti- 
ful, but they aren’t cuddly, and they are 
difficult to live with. So just leaving them 
alone is turning out to be a not-very-good 
answer, either. It’s naive to think that as 
these creatures come back to Oklahoma, 
they’re coming back to the Oklahoma they 
left 150 years ago.” 

Shaw thinks the success or failure of large 
predators will hinge on which value set 
society views them through. “How do you 
convince the public that the value of just 


having these animals around as a natural 
part of the world outweighs the tiny risk 
you incur by allowing them to survive? 
That’s going to be the trick.” 

National photographer Joel Sar- 

tore agrees. Sartore has worked extensively on 
North American predators in his sixteen-year 
Geographic In 1995, he coauthored a 
book on North America’s endangered species 
entitled The Company We Keep. 

“We’re facing the same issues in Nebraska 
as you are in Oklahoma. We’ve had lions 
in downtown Omaha. The question we 
have to ask ourselves is this: ‘Is wilderness 
a value to us?”’ 

“I think we need to keep trying to edu- 
cate folks as to why they should care about 
predators, even when it looks like there’s 


not much hope,” says Sartore. 

There are reminders all around us, if 
we care to look for them, of what the area 
now known as Oklahoma was like in the 
not-too-distant past: A small patch of 
native grass stubbornly hanging on in an 
undeveloped lot or maybe a few bison graz- 
ing a prairie that, when viewed just right, 
gave the brief illusion of a vast geographical 
continuity free of power lines, cell towers, 
or pump jacks. 

Although now largely gone in any kind 
of ecologically viable sense, we still venerate 
their memory as talismanic symbols of our 
state’s rich natural heritage. Will the large 
predators ultimately join that accepted 
iconography? The answer to that question 
is still unfolding. 
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"Bristow is probably the only place in the country with two factories that produce and 
package ^bouleh."—2?ick Root, Tabouleh Festival coordinator 
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Bristow’s festival in its honor may be young, but tabouleh 
has been around for more than four thousand years. 


IT’S A FEAST of biblical proportions. More 
than five thousand people are expected to 
make the pilgrimage to Bristow for the third 
annual Tabouleh Festival, where food, enter- 


tabouleh to the area at the turn of the 
twentieth century. The demand for the 
salad was soon filled by two tabouleh 
companies: Bishop Taboli Products and 


tainment, fellowship, and of course, tabouleh, Slyman’s Lebanese Foods. 


POWER TO THE PITA 
Tabouleh, like most Lebanese 
cuisine, is nutritious and 
delicious, packing a wallop of 
fiber in every bite. Stuffed grape 
leaves, pitas, and hummus are 
more Tabouleh Festival fare that, 
like the signature dish, won’t 
lead to busted pant seams. 


are all in honor of the Middle Eastern dish 
that has existed since ancient times. 

“The best part of the festival is the chance 
to experience Lebanese food and Middle 


Ed Slyman of Slyman’s Lebanese Foods 
organizes the Tabouleh Recipe Contest and 
plans to eventually compile all the recipes in 
a cookbook, ensuring that tabouleh will be 


Eastern culture in Bristow,” says event enjoyed in Oklahoma for millenia to come. 


coordinator Rick Root, noting that thirty 
to forty vendors are expected to show off 
their own Middle Eastern cuisine. 

What can Bristow contribute to a food 
tradition that spans more than four mil- 
lenia? The town has long had a significant 
Lebanese population, which brought 


— Patrick Maddox 

The Tabouleh Festival begins at 11 a.m. 
May 12, immediately after the Wild Flower 
Run. Festival achvihes occur on Bristow’s 
Main Street. (918) 367-31 10 or mainstreet- 
bristow.com. 


MAY/JUNE 2007 OKLAHOMA TODAY 


10 1 




Summertime Parties! 
Easy Catering Decisions 




the summer season of parties, 
and with such fun social events come 
so many decisions. The location. The 
flowers. The set-up. At every turn, 
there's another decision to be made. 


Let us help make one decision for you. 

Johnnie's Catering. 


The food. The presentation. The service. 
The experience. From bridesmaids' 
luncheons to grilling by the pool, Debbie 
Lowery and her knowledgable and 
qualified staff are easy to work with 
and will make this decision, well, a 
piece of cake! 



Visit johnniescatering.com 
View our sample menuj . 
or customize WhrVTUt^ 

^CATERINO 


your own. 


405.751. 


n 





Exquisite Italian Sausage & Cheese 
Lovera’s Famous Pestos 
Pastas, Grains and Sauces 
Seasonings and Condiments 
Imported Foods 

To order: I -800-854- 1 4 1 7 
or visit www.Moveitalian.com 

FAMILY GROCERY 
KREBE OK 
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Eat Up 


Prairie Berry 

There’s no place like home when it comes to 
fresh blackberries. 

P urple lips, stained fingers, and thorn splinters: The marks of a day of 
blackberry picking are undeniable, but the spoils are sweet. Whether rum- 
maging in the woods for the wild variety or calling ahead to a pick-your- 
own farm, the time is ripe for blackberry plucking in Oklahoma. A few tips will 
have pickers in blackberry heaven in no time. — ^Vallery Brown 


Must Haves: A long- 
sleeved shirt, sturdy 
jeans or pants, closed- 
toe shoes, and garden- 
ing gloves protect 
pickers from thorns 
and sunburn. 

Color Counts: The dark- 
est berries are the rip- 
est. Leave the others 
to fully mature. 

Bowling for Berries: A 
sturdy container keep 
the spoils from spoiling 
or getting mashed. 
Make sure the sides 


aren’t too deep, or the 
berries will crush one 
another. 

Bag It: Before freezing 
leftover berries, rinse 
them and pick out any 
leaves and debris, then 
quick-freeze In a shal- 
low pan and transfer to 
freezer bags. 

Berry Vino: Finding 
a recipe to make 
blackberry wine Is a 
breeze, but ordering 
a bottle or two from 
Nuyaka Creek Winery 


(nuyakacreek.com) In 
Bristow or Deer Creek 
Vineyard (deer- 
creekvlneyard.com) In 
Edmond will bear the 
same fruit. 

Fruity and Festive: 

The McLoud Black- 
berry Festival, June 29 
through July 1 , gives 
sweet tooths a variety 
of blackberry dishes to 
sample while a parade 
music, dancing, and 
car show entertain the 
other senses. 


Fresh Blackberries 
and Cream With 
Baked Apple 

1 cored apple 

1/2 cup (or more) blackberries 

1 teaspoon butter 

2 tablespoons brown sugar 
1/2 teaspoon ginger 

1/2 cup cream 

Combine blackberries, cream, 
sugar, and brandy in a saucepan 
and warm. Bake apple with butter, 
ginger, and brown sugar for about 
fifteen minutes. Pour blackberry 
mixture over the apple and serve. 



t & Spici^ 

t hot— it’s 
r. sweet Agonv 
j Synip, fsade in 
is the only sp'sv 

;ondiment produced 

oma. Nothing e'se 
off ice cream, 

6s, or waffies 
is much sizzie. 

1 $6 per bottle. 
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CHRISTOPHER LEE '' CHRISTOPHER LEE 




The Host 

Holdenville native Sterlin Harjo 
is making movies and taking 
names. The Seminoie-Creek 
fiimmaker wrote and directed 
Four Sheets to the Wind, which 
premiered at the Sundance 
Fiim Festivai in January. The 
fiim, shot and set in Okiahoma, 
won a speciai jury prize at 
Sundance and rave reviews 
from critics. Harjo iives in 
Tuisa. 

The Location and 
Menu 

“We wouid have dinner at 
Ponyboy’s house (from The 
Outsiderdj, stiii standing in 
Tuisa. I think it’s abandoned, 
but with a iittie work, it couid 
easiiy be ready for my six 
dinner guests and me. We 
wouid eat fried catfish born in 
Hoidenviiie, Okiahoma. Some 
of these guys are dead, and 
I’m not sure if they have fried 
catfish in Heaven.” 


"We really don't walk around having visions all day or playing the flute 24/1." —Sterlin Harjo on Indians 




FilmmaJ^er Sterlin Harjo fills his table 
with a cast of performing artists. 


The Guests 


WAYNE COYNE: The Flaming Lips continue 
to live in Oklahoma, and they’re one of my 
favorite bands. 

WILL SAMPSON: He’s on my list because he’s 
Creek, and he played Chief Bromden in One 
Flew Over the Cuckoos Nest. 

WOODY GUTHRIE: I v^ould love to hear what 
song he would write about today’s political 
and social climate, plus I know he has a few 
stories to tell. 


CARRIE UNDERWOOD: I’m sure she’s sick of 
Hollywood by now and could use a reason 
to visit Checotah. Bring them Grammys 
home, girl! 

ROGER MILLER: I would love to hear him 
sing “My Uncle Used to Love Me But She 
Died” live. 

BRAD PITT: With the addition of Mr. Pitt, this 
would be the weirdest dinner party ever. He 
still claims Shawnee as his hometown. 




Made in the USA . . . ail Cookshack 
smokers are made in Ponca City, OK. 
Isn't it great to know that you can buy 
a high quality smoker and your money 
^ righ t here i n Oklah oma? 

T'^ther's D^y Specif! Save big 
on a new smoker oven for your 
#I Dad during our annual sale. 
Visit www.cookshack.com for 
details^ orcaU 1-800-423-0698. 




Smoke like an expert in no 
with a Cookshack smoker. 
Succuient smoky meat every time. 
30 day money back guarantee. 







u - ;;iiT 


Sit Down. 

StayAwhile. 

Relish the famous BBCL steaks and seafood 
specialties that have made Freddie’s a favorite Route 
66 destination. We promise to make your day. 

NEW EXIT OFF OF TURNER TURNPIKE! 

Exit 218A, turn right at the stoplight, go down 
about 2/10 of a mile and you're at Freddie's! 
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Diimer Party 









Diners come from D'uranrand beyond to enjoy ^ 
Sherrer’s homemade burgers; pies, and chicken- 
^ried steak. At right are manager Danny Sherref 
and Leon Sherfer with ^o members o1 the / . 
restaurdhl’s wait staff. 



Old-fashioned dining ^ still in style at Sherrer’s. 


HERRER’S RESTAURANT IN 
Durant has seen more than fifty 
years and three generations of 
culinary changes. But despite a 
shift in their favorite pie — from 
apple in the 1950s to today’s coconut 
cream — customers still feel like part of the 
family when they eat at Sherrer’s. 

Some days Leon Sherrer, who built the 
restaurant with his brother Lloyd in 1 947, 
serves them a wedge of his legendary co- 
conut cream pie. If Leon’s not in, his son 
Danny, who manages the business now, 
will say hello and recommend a bowl of 
hot chili. Danny’s son Aaron cooks up the 
burgers and onion rings in the kitchen, 
and maybe Lauren, Danny’s three-year- 
old daughter, will peek out from behind 
the counter. 

At eighty-seven, Leon still comes into 
work nearly every day to bake his pies and 
see his family. 

“I love people, and I like to work,” Leon 
says. “It keeps me going.” 

After fifty-nine years in business, Sherrer’s 
has become a local institution. The burg- 
ers — made with half a pound of beef — are 
widely acknowledged the best in Durant, 
Sherrer’s House Dressing is considered 


superior to ranch by many, and the pies 
are fit for a queen. 

Sherrer’s patrons started out as teenagers 
dragging Main Street on weekends in the 
1950s, when drive-ins were all the rage. As 
patrons grew older and drive-ins became 
drive-throughs, Danny and Leon phased 
out their drive-in service in the mid-1980s, 
converting to a sit-down restaurant. 

In 1996, Danny Sherrer remodeled the 
building and gave the business a new name, 
Fideaux (pronounced like Fido). Leon says 
the name never really caught on: “It’s still 
better known as Sherrer’s instead of Fideaux. 
One of the fellas working for me came up 
with it,” Leon says. 

Danny explains the restaurant’s longevity 
this way: “We’ve had lots of good people: 
good customers, good friends, and good 
people working for us. That’s what kept 
us here for so long.” 

Pat and Loeta Powers are among those 
good friends. The retired Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University psychology 
professors moved to Durant in 1957 and 
began dining at Sherrer’s right away. For 
them, it’s more than a restaurant. 

“They’re just like family to us, and the 
food tastes like home cooking,” says Loeta, 



Better Than Ranch 

SHERRER’S SECRET SALAD DRESSING 
IS NUMBER ONE WITH DINERS. 

Leon Sherrer won’t give up the recipe 
for his legendary meringue pies, but he 
is willing to part with the ingredients for 
his sweet-but-tangy Sherrer’s Original 
Dressing. Served with chips and onion 
rings, on sandwiches or salad, this 
dressing has ousted ranch as customers’ 
condiment of choice. Sherrer whips up 
four gallons a week and sells it by the pint 
for $4.95. 

• Mayonnaise 

• Salad oil 

• Eggs 

• Sugar 

• Paprika 

• Worcestershire 
J sauce 

who eats Saturday night dinner with her 
family at Sherrer’s nearly every week and 
points to the Reuben sandwich, baked 
potato soup, and chili as her absolute 
favorites. 

But the Powers enjoy the people just as 
much as the food. “You see people there 
you know. There aren’t too many places 
like that anymore,” Pat says. 

— Kimberly Mauck 

Sherrer s Restaurant is open for lunch and 
dinner Monday through Saturday. 514 South 
Ninth in Durant. (580) 924-4004. 


• Parmesan 
cheese 

• Mustard (dry 
or condiment- 
style) 

• Garlic 

• Ground onion 
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R.E. LINDSEY 




Oklahoma City MHRO 



OKC's Neighborhood 
Bar & Grill 



Located in the heart of downtown 
Oklahoma City’s historic Deep 
Deuce Jazz District, the Deep Deuce 
Bar &, Grill is the perfect place for 
lunch, dinner and drinks. Live music 
Friday & Saturday nights. Patio 
dining and outdoor bar. Come by and 
try our new dinner menu! 


307 NE 2nd Street • (405)235-9100 




Bricktown's Hot Spot 

LIT Lounge is the premier downtown 
Oklahoma City location for the best music, 
media, art, drinks, and Hookah! Come enjoy 
music on our rooftop lounge, OKC’s only 
open-air, full-service rooftop bar. 

Mondays: Enjoy 20% off our popular Hookah bar. 
Tuesdays: Tuesday on the Rocks, $2 off all cigars. 
Wednesdays: Dead Center Film Festival Fan 
Favorites Cf other media events. 
Thursdays: Retro night on the rooftop bar. 
Fridays: No cover for ladies, entertainment by Brad & 
Brian Edwards, Future History of House. 

Drink Specials 

" May: 5 p.m. to 8p>.m. 

$1. 75 domestics, $2. 75 Corona, 
$3.75 7 C7Ts 
June: 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

$1. 75 domestics, $2. 75 Tecate, 
$3. 75 Gin & Tonics 

LOUNGE 

AUt-EV 

Bricktown • (405) 602-6246 • www.lit-okc.com 
Mon. - Fri. 5 p.m. to 2 a.m. • Sat. 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. 




Dine on The Paseo. 

Galileo offers fine dining in a lively, 
bohemian atmosphere. Our chefs have 
taken artistic liberties with modern 
restaurant standards and fusion cuisine 
to create an inventive dining experience. 

In keeping with its location in Oklahoma 
City’s vibrant Paseo Arts District, Galileo 
offers a diverse palette of live music, poetry 
readings and rotating art exhibits on a 
nightly basis. Late-night diners take note: 
Galileo serves a full menu until 1 a.m. 



3009 Paseo • (405) 415-7827 • www.galileookc.com 


Chin-Chin! 

Bienvenue a La Baguette-0\d‘3i\vomdi City’s 
preferred French bistro since 1988. Join 
proprietor Michel Buthion and his 
brother, chef Alain Buthion, for rustic 
French country cuisine and other Franco- 
culinary favorites in a relaxed atmosphere. 

Full bar, generous wine list and French 
bakery on site. Now serving breakfast 
seven days a week. 

La SagueMe Bistro 

Casual Restaurant & Bakery 

7408 N. May Ave. 

(405) 840-3047 
labaguettebistro.com 



Oklahoma City's Newest 
Dining Experience 

Soleil’s French and Continental dining 
room offers an extensive menu of 
reinvigorated modern French classics 
from Provence and La Baguette Chef 
Alain Buthion’s native town of Grenoble. 

Located on the street level of the newly 
renovated Colcord Hotel, Soldi is an 
urban oasis in the heart of downtown. 


I 

^OLni 


Colcord Hotel 

15 N. Robinson, Oklahoma City 
(405) 601-3800 

WWW. soleil-xo.com 









Bill Kamp’s jvieat Market and the Boucherie 


Meat Market, two Oklahoma City bufct^r shops 
have carved out a special place in the hela^s^ ' 
and stomachs of their customers^ B 


By Patrick Maddox ^ 
Photography by John Jernigan 





It is curious how seldom the all-importance of food is recognized. You see statues 
everywhere to politicians, poets, bishops, but none to cooks or bacon-curers." 

— George Orwell 


^ CAN - 

Customize a 


Ask Dave the 
Butcher 

David Robin’s tip on selecting a 
steak? The key is in the marbling, 
the flecks of fat intermixed with 
the lean meat. ‘A little fat goes a 
long way,’ Robin says. 


MEAT THE MONSIEURS 

It’s more than just a business enterprise. As a chiid, Biii Kamp of Biii 
Kamp’s Meat Market, shown here, worked aiongside his dad at the 
famiiy’s grocery store meat counter. Michei and Aiain Buthion, inset, 
brought the famiiy tradition over from France with the Boucherie Meat 
Market, inspired by their father’s Grenobie butcher shop. 






w 
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HERE’S THE BEEF 

‘We’re personable, we’re very knowledgeable, 
and we’re really, really friendly,’ says Bill Kamp 
of what sets his store apart from others. ‘You 
just can’t go anywhere and get the intense 
personal attention and knowledge that you 
can get here.’ That philosophy, along with a 
world-class selection of meats, is what keeps 
customers coming back. In addition to its 
meats, both Boucherie Meat Market and Bill 
Kamp’s sell an array of condiments and spices. 


Tender Trend 

The beef tri-tip is the second most 
tender cut of beef and cheaper by 
far than tenderloin. Says Heather 
Buckmaster, executive director of 
the Oklahoma Beef Council, “Brisket 
in Oklahoma is what the tri-tip is 
in California.” She warns, though, 

“Don’t cook it past medium.” 

OKLAHOMA CENTENNIAL 



OST PEOPLE DON’T 
enjoy being treated like 
a piece of meat, but the 
level of care and atten- 
tion two Oklahoma City 
meat markets lavish on their product makes 
the idea sound more appealing. Butchers 
go to painstaking lengths to ensure that the 
meat they prepare catches the eye of their 
customers. After all, meat doesn’t sell unless 
it’s attractively displayed. 

Although the array of cuts receive plenty 
of attention, customer service continues to be 
at the heart of the Boucherie Meat Market 
and Bill Kamp’s Meat Market. The staffs at 
both establishments greet customers with the 
warmth of a family member and serve them 
meat fit for royalty. 

In an age of online retail and self-checkout 
at the grocery store, consumers are now search- 
ing for the face-to-face service that used to 
be the norm, and brothers Alain and Michel 
Buthion hope to give customers exactly what 
they crave at the Boucherie Meat Market. The 
brothers also own La Baguette Bistro and 
Bakery, connected to the meat market, and 
the new Soleil, located in the Colcord Hotel 
in downtown Oklahoma City. 


“We try to do a little bit of everything 
at the meat market,” says Alain Buthion. 
“Anything we don’t have, we’ll be able to get 
for our customers. If they want it cooked, 
we’ll cook it for them. It’s an advantage to 
have the deli with the butcher shop.” 

The Buthion brothers’ meat market harks 
to the time of their father by providing an 
intimate relationship with customers — long 
forgotten in the present age of gargantuan 
supermarkets. The late Jean Buthion, Alain 
and Michel’s father, was a butcher at a fam- 
ily-owned meat market named Modern 
Boucherie in their hometown of Grenoble, 
France. Whereas their father promoted the 
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modernity of his butcher shop, the Buthion 
brothers tout the quaintness of theirs, which 
opened in October 2006. 

David Robin, head butcher at the Boucherie 
Meat Market, worked for several years in 
the meat markets of Albertsons stores across 
Oklahoma, but he says the meat he sells at 
his current location is the highest quality 
he’s had a chance to cut. “I believe the veal 
and lamb are the best in town,” says Robin. 
“I’ve also developed a taste for fresh buffalo 
since working here.” 

Like David Robin, Bill Kamp has sold 
many steaks in his day, and judging by the 
passion he brings to his current venture. 


he doesn’t plan on hanging up his apron 
anytime soon. Sharon Dowell, food editor 
for The Oklahoman, believes that now more 
than ever, consumers need Bill Kamp’s Meat 
Market, which opened in November 2001. 
“With more emphasis these days on eating 
healthier foods, safety concerns, and want- 
ing to know more about where our food is 
grown, these small specialty markets like Bill 
Kamp’s are being sought out by more and 
more Oklahomans.” 

An Oklahoman who knows a thing or two 
about beef. Heather Buckmaster, executive 
director of the Oklahoma Beef Council, is 
often pleasantly surprised by the selection 


STEAKING A CLAIM 

FOR THE KAMPS, MEAT IS A FAMILY AFFAIR. 


The meat market business 
runs in Biii Kamp’s famiiy. His 
great-uncie Henry founded 
Kamp’s Market in 1910, and 
a few years iater it became 
one of the first grocery stores 
in Okiahoma City to inciude 
a meat counter. At the age 


of fourteen, Biii Kamp began 
working Saturdays in the 
store with his dad Wiiiiam and 
cousin Henry Jr. 

Today, Biii Kamp and 
his oider brother Jeff are 
continuing the iegacy at Biii 
Kamp’s Meat Market. Kamp 


credits the eariy success 
of his store to the history, 
tradition, and trust that his 
famiiy’s name evokes. Says 
Kamp, “I couid put up a 
shingie that says, ‘Kamp’s,’ 
and I’d have customers 
immediately.” 


A CUT ABOVE 

LOCALLY OWNED MEAT MARKETS DOT THE MAP 
ALL OVER THE STATE. 

Big Cabin: Four State Meat Processing 
3351 5 South U.S. Highway 69 
(918) 783-5556 

Claremore: Walke Brothers Meats 
981 5 East 520 Road 
(918) 341-3236 
Enid: Big Country Meat Market 
606 West Willow Road 
(580) 233-8666 
Marlow: Cable Meat Center 
1116 South Broadway Street 
(580) 658-6646 
Oklahoma City: 

Cusack Meats 

301 Southwest Twelfth Street 
(405) 232-2114 
Rhett’s Meat Market 
9300 North May Avenue 
(405) 752-2874 
Wheeler’s Meat Market 

1524 Southeast Forty-fourth Street 
(405) 677-6281 

Skiatook: Noble’s Town & Country Meats 
731 West Rogers Boulevard 
(918) 396-1113 

Tulsa: Siegi’s Sausage Factory & Deli 
8988-J South Sheridan Road 
(918) 492-8988 

of meat at Bill Kamp’s Meat Market. “I was 
so excited to find the beef tri-tip in a meat 
counter in Oklahoma that I called my friend 
in California,” she says. 

Kamp attributes his loyal following of 
customers and continued success to his 
staff. “The spectacular people working for 
me are the greatest advantage I have. This is 
the hardest thing to find in small business: 
People who care as much about your business 
as you do, who are responsible and competent 
and who are going to approach this with the 
same kind of seriousness that I do. And I’ve 
got those people like crazy.” 


GEniNG THERE 

The Boucherie Meat Market is open Monday 
through Saturday, 9 a. m. to 7 p. m. 7408 
North May Avenue in Oklahoma City. (405) 
840-3047. Bill Kamp’s Meat Market is open 
Monday through Saturday, 9 a. m. to 6 p. m. 
7310 North Western Avenue in Oklahoma 
City. (405) 843-2455. 
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Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge - Lawton> 01^ 



Route 66 Days Downtown 
Elk City 


November 17 Oklahoma National Junior 
Heifer Show 


Nov 23-Dec 31 Christmas in the Park 


WWW.ONTHECKISHOLMTIllllL.COM 
1000 CHISHOLM TRAIL FKWY 
DUNCAN. OKLAHOMA 73533 


800 - 280-0207 

www.visitelkcity.com 


June 2-3 

12th Annual Elk City Route 66 
Hot Rodders Car Show 

Aug 31 -Sept 2 

69th Annual PRCA Rodeo of 
Champions -Beutler Brothers 
Rodeo Arena 

Sept 1 

69th Annual PRCA Rodeo 
of Champions Parade- 
Downtown Elk City 

Sept 15-16 

34th Annual Fall Festival 
Arts and Crafts Show 

October 5-7 

34th Annual Western 
Oklahoma Historical Society 
Flea Market 



TAKE A STEP BACK IN TIME 

AT Indian City. USA 



Guided Tours 

of seven Native American villages 

Indian City Lodge 

with arts, crafts &. souvenirs 

The National Hall of Fame 

for Famous American Indians 

Indian City Dancers 

perform authentic dances 

Indian City Museum 

displays of regalia &. relics 

Titunderbird Lodge 

with trailer hook-ups &. pool 


Open Daily Year-Round 

except major holidays 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

2.5 miles south on SH 8 
Anadarko, OK 
1-800-433-5661 
WWW. indiancityusa.com 


The National Hall of Fame for 
Famous American Indians 

And Anadarko’s Visitor’s Center 
Highway 62 on the east side of Anadarko 
9 a.m to 5 p.m. Mon.— Sat. 

I p.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday 
(405) 247-5555 




866-GPC-OKLA 


GREAT PLAINS COUNTRY 

866-GPC-OKLA • www.greatplainscountry.com 

Produced in cooperation with the Okiahoma Tourism & Recreation Department. 


ottfuiofm 

rifiTivf 

fIrtfBICfl 

800 - 652-6552 








Arbuckle Country 

Come play ® stay with us in the 
heart of the Arbuckles. 


“ Hike ® Camp 
“ Fish ® Bike 
" Shop our Main 
Street Districts 
* Visit Area Lakes ® The 
Beautiful Arbuckles 


Relax and have fun 
in the Arbuckle Mountains! 


OMOttonii 

nfiTivt 

mco 


wwwarbuckles-com 

1 - 866 - 843-6858 



FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT, 

OIL BARONS, 
and YOU! 

bartlesville 

IT'S TIME FOR EXPLORING. 


BARTLESVILLE, OKLAHOMA 


877 - 273-2004 

visibbarblesville.com 



DAVIS, OK 1-35 EXIT 51 
i-800-738-7275 
¥A^M.ARBUCKLE¥/ILDERNESS.COM 



★ 5-MILE LONG DRIVE-THRU SAFARI 

★ HUNDREDS OF RARE SPECIES 

★ SET ON 400 ACRES IN THE 
ARBUCKLE MOUNTAINS 

★ HAYRIDES, PICNICS 

★ GIFT SHOP 


Offer Terms and Conditions: Pre-registration and GCCI 

enrollment/membership required prior to first stay. Promotion valid 
through 12/31/07. Must stay at a participating Best Western Oklahoma 
hotel and complete a qualified stay. A Qualified Night is one night at a 
participating hotel regardless of frequency of check-ins/check-outs at a 
Qualifying Rate (rate eligible for GCCI points or airline miles). Other 
restrictions may apply. Offer not valid with any other promotion or 
discount. Promotion subject to change and/or cancellation without 
notice. All offers subject to availability. See www.goldcrownclub.com for 
additional rules and links to airline program rules. GCCI is owned and 
operated by Best Western GCCI, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Best Western International, Inc. All GCCI program rules apply. 
©2007 Best Western International, Inc. Best Western and the 
Best Western marks are service marks or registered service marks of 
Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved. Each Best Western® 
hotel is independently owned and operated. 




move. 


move. 


move. 


in Ardmore! 


Live in 
Ardmore 


Work in 
Ardmore 


Play in 
Ardmore 




WWW. ardmore 


Rooster Days 

May 10th - 13th 
Central Park 


Blue Bell's 
Taste of Summer 

June 23rd 


Tuesday's in the Park 
Outdoor Concert Series 

i Every Tuesday in June 
at 7 RM. 

■ Central Park, . 




For your FR£E 2007 Travel Guide: 1-800-652-6552 • www.TravelOK.com 
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CHEROKEE 

HERITAGE 

CENTER 

Table quah, OK 


Museum Operating 
Hours 

Monday - Saturday 

10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Sunday 

1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 

Closed on Easter, 
Thanksgiving Day, 
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, 
New Year's Eve and January. 


21192 S. Keeler Drive 
Park Hill, OK 74451 
(888) 999-6007 

CherokeeHeritage.org 


Experience 
native Hiitorv 

Visit the newly created Choctaw/Chickasaw 
Heritage Corridor. The trail will take you through 
southeastern Oklahoma to the historic sites of the 
Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes. 






Local favorites in wonderful 
restaurants • Historic Route 66 
Great accommodations 
Antiques... lots of antiques 


Spectacular. . .Timeless . . . 
Oklahoma. . .Perfect. . . 


STOP... 

and 

Experience 

Claremore! 


Will Rogers Memorial Museum 

J.M. Davis Arms & 
Historical Museum 

Totem Pole Park 

Lynn Riggs Memorial 

The Belvedere Mansion 


Claremore Convention 
& Visitors Bureau 
419 W. Will Rogers Blvd. 
Claremore, OK 74017 
(918) 341-8688 
1-877-341-8688 
WWW. VisitClaremore . org 




POKER BLACKJACK EIECTHOHIC GAMES DINIKC 

CHEEK NATIQj, 


Tulsa 81st & Riverside 

www.cre eknationcasino.c o m 


tki AtiH Ciw iHftili ntftulfe' .paiil. ir TH U TH liTf I Sfaist cd 

TV tnitj ■ bf Ik Bidte Ub DEkr d Mk 
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DAYS INN 


^Daybreak Breakfast not available at all hotels. **Based on number of participating hotels. 

All Days Inn hotels are independently owned and operated. ©2005 Days Inns Worldwide, Inc. 


FRf^P ONfON 

BURGBRPAY 


FFsrmL 


POWNTOWN a RBNO 


A promise as 
sure as the sun. 


A sunny, warm welcome. A fresh Daybreak® 
Breakfast.* Our Best Available Rate 

Guaranteed.** More rewards more often 
with TripRewards,® the world’s largest 
hotel rewards program.^ At Days Inn® 
hotels all over Oklahoma, it's not just 
about the change we put in your 
pocket. It's about the change we 
make in your journey. 


Para Espanol 1-888-709-4024 


SATURDAY MAYS, 2007 
/0 am - 5 pm. 


The BURGER DAY FESTIVAL is 

a tribute to the fried onion hamburger, 
cooked daily in El Reno since the 
early 1900s. Witness the cooking 
of the world's largest fried onion 
hamburger, weighing over 750 
pounds. There are many activities 
for kids, live entertainment, a classic 
car show, craft show, cycle show, 
burger eating contest. The Bun Run 
& much more. 


For more information, contact 

El Reno Main Street 

(405) 262-8888 
E-mail: mainstreet@elreno.org 


The Best Value Under The Sun 

1-800-DAYS-INN^ 

daysinn.com/travelplanner 


Duncan 


Foundei^D^^OOZ 

June 19, 20, 21, 22, & 23rd 
Historic Home Tours 
Street Dance 
Quilt Guild Show 
Queen Crowning 
Lion’s Club Rodeo 

W. T. Foreman Prairie House Grand Qpening 






Where the reads ta the past & future meet! 




June 1-3 

Route 66 Days-Downtown Elk City 

June 2-3 

12th Annual Elk City Route 66 
Hot Rodders Car Show 

Aug 31 -Sept 2 

69th Annual PRCA Rodeo of Champions 
-Beutler Brothers Rodeo Arena 

Sept 1 

69th Annual PRCA Rodeo of 
Champions Parade-Downtown Elk City 

Sept 15-16 

34th Annual Fall Festival 
Arts and Crafts Show 

October 5-7 

34th Annual Western Oklahoma 
Historical Society Flea Market 

November 17 

Okla, National Junior Heifer Show 

Nov 23-Dec 31 

Christmas in the Park 

Elk City Convention & Visitops Bureau 
PO Box 972 • Eik City, Okiahoma 73648 



2007 

^Amond s ^ountk oj ^ulif festivals 

• Car Show - Sat., June 30 - UCO campus 
parking lot on 2nd street. 9am. to 3pm. 

• Miss LibertyFest Pageant - Sat., June 30 - 
7:00pm. UCO Mitchell Hall Theatre 

• Band Concert @UC0 - Thurs., June 28th - 
UCO Mitchell Hall Theater- 7:30pm. 

• LibertyFest Rodeo -Sat., June 30th - Sun., 
July 1 - Rodeo Grounds - 8pm. $7 & $4. 

• LibertyFest Kite Festival - Sat., June 30th - 
Sun., July 1 - Mitch Park, 9:30am-5pm. 

• Taste of Edmond - Sun., July 1 - Downtown, 
6:30pm. - 8:30pm. Cost is $1 0 per person 
and children 10 and under are free. 

• Road Rally - Sun., July 1-11 a.m. till 3 p.m. 
entry @ Festival Market Place. Cost $7. 

• LibertyFest Parade ■ "Our Centennial 
Celebration". Wed., July 4 - Start time - 
9:00 a.m.- Downtown Edmond. 

• LibertyFest@UCO - Wed., July 4 - 
UCO Campus - 5pm. Free watermelon 

• Fireworks@UCO - Wed., July 4 - 10p.m. 

• Chalk It Up for LibertyFest - Tuesday, July 
3 - Festival Market Place 

For information 


CATCH 

THE 

FEVER 


FIRELAKE 

405-96-GRAND GRAND|| 
1-40, EXIT 178 
SHAWNEE, OK 
WWW.FIRELAKEGRAND.COM 
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^mfm 
msi 



Pbrining your Irip to cenfrol Okiahomo is eosy with 

The Frontier Country Vacation Guide, 

This fulkofor mcgazine is loaded with great gelaway 
ideos, nnofiey saving coupons, informotion on lodging 
and a variety oi events and altrodiorts. 



oianhoflfl 
miivt wmci 


Coll br yowf free 

2007 

Central Oklah«na 
Frontier Country 
Vacation Guide 


800 - 386-6552 

ww.oktourismxom 


Vi$ir our website for votucble discount coupons. 


Grand Uke O' the Cherokees 

PE ON the lake 



WHENIT'S 

All on the unE 



2007BASSMASTER 
Elite Series 
"SOONER RUN" 
Grand Lake - Grove, OK 
June 21 -24 

For more information 
call 86S-LUV-GRAND 
www.g rancJ la kef un.com 



FREE 

2007 Travel Guide! 
Great Times in 
Southwest Oklahoma’s 
Great Plains Country 

Toll FREE: I -866-GPC-OKLA 
greatplainscountry.com 


Play Your Heart Out in 


Northeast Oklahoma’s 

Green Country 



Produced in cooperation with 
the Okiahoma Tourism & 
Recreation Department. Kmm 


800 . 922.2118 

GreenCountryOK.com 


TravelOK.com GreenCountryOK. 



Enjo^tiie Tra>^l 

s Bi ^ 'i 

as Muchlas^fa.. 
Destination. V 


Ride the Rai s. 


Heartland « v 

o 

1-800-USA-RAIL 

HeartlandFlyer.com 
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TravelOK.com 

HUNTING AND FISHING PARADISE! 

KIAMICHI COUNTRY 

CALL FOR OUR FREE VISITORS GUIDETODAY! 
( 800 ) 722-8180 • KIAMICHICOUNTRY.COM 
PRODUCED BY KIAMICHI COUNTRY 


Eii)«y 

uwfMirtristi 

Arts for All Festival 

May 11 - 13, 2007 

Armed Forces Day Celebration 

May 18, 2007 

... and much more! 

IT A.WTON~ 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Fort Sill 

C fLcLmGeT- Cc>rrirrteT'c:e 

800.872.4540 

www.lawtonfortsillchamber.com 



La Quinta*. 

Spanish for “it’s not 
just OK — it’s great’.’ 


7 Oklahoma Locations 

Del City • Oklahoma City ( 2 ) • 
Norman • Tulsa ( 3 ) 

• Free breakfast 

• Free high-speed Internet access 



For reservations visit LQ.com 
or call 1-800-531-5900. 


LA QUINTA is 
registered in the 
U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. 
©2006 La Quinta. 



See Vl/hy We're Proud Okies from 



Muskogee 


Renaissance Festival at The Castle, May 



River Country Family Water Park, SuMinar 


War Memorial Park, March I5 to Oofobor tS 


MuskogeeChamber.org 918-682-2401 
CityOfMuskogee.eom 918-684-6302 


am PLAY tvnn ws/ 

Lake 

Eiifaiila 



OK fitionti 

mm 


For a Tree ’ 

Lake 
Eufaula 
Visitors Guide 
918/689-7751 

traveIok.com or 
lakeeufaulaassoc. org 

Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art 
The University of Oklahoma 



Oklahoma Centennial Exhibitions 

June 9 to Sept. 9, 2007 
Oklahoma Moderne: The Art and 
Design of Olinka Hrdy 

8c 

The Molly and David Boren 
Collection 

Sept. 29, 2007 to Jan. 6, 2008 
Out of Oklahoma: Contemporary 
Artists from Ruscha to Andoe 


Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art 
555 Elm Avenue, Norman, OK 
(405) 325-4938 www.ou.edu/^jma 


For disability accommodations, call (405) 325-4938. 

The University of Oklahoma is an equal opportunity institution. 
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OKI^iOMA 


STATE PARKS 

S00-654-S240 * TravelOK.com 


Arrowhead - Cedar Creek ^ ChickaiawPomre - Fort Cobb 
Fountainhead ■ Grand Cherokee « Loke Murray 
Lake Texoma * ftoman Nose * Sequoyah 


OKLfl me 



TravelOK.com 


HIGH PLAINS COUNTRY 
VACATION FUN... 
irS OKLAHOMA INCREDIBLE! 

VISIT NORTHWEST AND 
NORTH CENTRAL OKLAHOMA'S 
HIGH PLAINS DESTINATION PARADISE 
RED CARPET COUNTRY 
CALL FOR OUR FREE VISITORS GUIDETODAY! 
( 800 ) 447-2698 
REDCARPETCOUNTRY.COM 

PRODUCED BY RED CARPET COUNTRY 



\«nij 

91 5 . 245.4999 9 1 8 ‘' 245'5500 

www.sandsprmgsok.org 


C^et out i*vt^ SaiAti 

Residents and wsitors enjoy many special events 
during the year including: Halhiveen Fantasy forest, 
Easter fgg Hunt Tuesda)' on the Triangle, fishing Derby, 
the Herbal Affair, Sand Springs, and much more. 


Reheui hour spirit rt 
O uRRTZ IRourtrir Resort. 



Quartz Mountain Resort Arts & Conference 
Center is the perfect location for quiet escapes, 
corporate retreats, weddings, family reunions 
and workshops. 

Fine cuisine, exceptional service, lavish 
amenities and scenic views in every guest room 
are the standard. 

As for activities: enjoy water sports, our on-site 
spa, or the pool. Play golf or sample the lakeffont. 
In addition, the Quartz Mountain Nature Park 
offers activities throughout the park to enjoy 
year-round. 

To get away from it all, come to it all. 



Ml! I f OVUUKtCEHTU 


22469 Lodge Road Lone Wolf, OK 73655 

(580) 563-2424 

www.quartzmountainresort.com 



! - 

Located on 1-40, 
just east of Oklahoma 
City, Shawnee boasts a 
new "world-class" casino, 
a college-town environment, 
unique shopping, dining and 
entertainment venues. C _ 


Visit online today for ^ 

your chance to 


www.visitshawnee.com 


888.404.9633 
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The Skirvin Hilton 

Okluhmriii Cily 


SKI RVI N H I LTON , COM 


Ome Park Avenue ■ Oklahoma Citv, OK 7H0I 
For Resirvatjons: 1-858-490-6S46 * 40S-27i-3040 



Be Dazzled 


Art Deco treasures, 
trendy shopping, glorious gardens 
and an array of attractions, 
provide a world of discovery. 
Request free information today. 


L ) A 

Convention & Visitors Bureau 


www.visittulsa.com 

1.800.558.3311 



TAHLEQUAH 


SUMMERTIME 

FUN! 

918 - 456-3742 

TAHLEOyAHCHAMBER.COM 


Experience 
The Legend. 


8OO.S2a.9a55 

www.willrogers.com 


''‘ifioLLWATER 


Celebrating Stillwater’s 
Past, Present and Future 


WILL ItOGIRS MUSEUM IN {UIEIMQRE 
WILL ROGERS SIEIHPLiCE RANCH IH OOLOGAH 
OPEN DAILY • 8 5 


For a-FREE Visitors Guide, a Centennial 
calendar of events or more information -v 
6n Stillwater call 1-800-991-6717 or visit 
www.visitstillwater.org. " '" ' 


Turner FaOs Park 


(580) 369-2988 
www.turnerfallspark.com 




Will Rogers 

MEMOfUAl MUSEUMS 
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Oklahoma EvCflts 


\ The Chisholm Trail Historical Museum * 

- presents 


-. — y yfcoc/i^uy 

LET’S CELEBRATE 

f' 

All- Ages Art Show 
Qunfighters 
Chicka'saw Dancers 

Indian and Settler Demonstrations ' ^ 


June 16, 2007 ~ Waurika, OK 

Free Admission^ ~ Tour Bus Parking - Begins at 10 a.m. 
Call (580) 228-2166 for more information. 



8-16, 2007 

ACENTENMAL 

CeCeSration! 

www.okmozart.com 
^ uartlesviU OK 



• Bring youi' horse and ride in oiu' aiirheiitic 

land nm for thousands in prizes , 

• Wild West Shows , Rodeos, Petting Zoo, 

and loads of family fun ! 

• Tom' an ancient buffalo kill site and 
archaeological dig 

• Enjoy concerts byJoeDiffie, Roy 
Clark, & Michael Martin Murphey! f 

www.flyingwonline.com 
Sayre, OK (888)928-8864 / 




MAY 1 0-1 2, 2007 


SADDLE UF 

FOmiONCE-IN-MIFETIMERIDE' 



Come and see . . , 

Jousters, Knights 
Cords and Ladies 
Musicians, Magicians 
Jesters, Knaves 
Comedians, Dancers 
and much more! 

FREE PARKING, MODERN RESTROOMS 


WEEKENDS 
IN MAV 

Me mor ial/Vay ^ 

800/439-0658 T 


HOURS 


Oklahoma's Greatest Entertainment! 

13 Stages filled witii professional entertainers plus 
hundreds of street performers, good food and drink! 



Nrm. MMIU. MUML lOniH. 
1 IMMCmUl RAM&M Clft 

OFimUaMdSIiL jk 


F«n Mou-i'am Rd. 




U L 


1 

L 

!1 







Calendar 


"Never kick a cow chip on a hot day." 

— Will Rogers 


Events Guide 

Statewide Activities and Happenings 


,408 

P/acesto6o& 
^^ingstoDo 


By Vallery Brown 


Ardmore 

Charles B. Goddard Center 401 1 st Ave SW. May 

1 -30, A Historical Perspective on the Black Man’s 
Experience in the Settlement of Oklahoma. May 3, 
How to Stand Still When the Hippos Are Charging. 
May 5, Oklahoma Reads Oklahoma Series. May 
26, Artist Reception: Dorothy Bertine. June 1 , The 
Charles B. Goddard Center Centennial Sculpture 
Garden Ribbon Cutting. June 1 , Spring Gourmet 
Gala. June 9, Juried Exhibit Awards. June 12, 15, 

19, 21 , Oscar Film Series. (580) 226-0909 

Relay For Life Ardmore June 22-23, Central Park. 
(580) 223-6471 

Bartlesville 

Bartlesville Community Center 300 SE Adams. May 
5, Bartlesville Symphony: Mark O’Connor. May 10, 
Synergy Brass. May 1 2, Mrs. Oklahoma International 
Pageant. May 19, Diversity. May 26, The Literature 
of Life. June 2-3, Read a Book to Me. June 8-1 6, 

OK Mozart International Festival. (918) 336-2787 

Woolaroc Ranch, Museum & Wildlife Preserve 
1 925 Woolaroc Ranch. May 5, Trail Ride #1 . June 
23-24, Kidsfest 2007. (918) 336-0307 

Visit With M.K. Preston May 10, Bartlesville Public 
Library. (918) 338-4161 

Grand Opening of the Phillips Petroleum Company 
Museum May 1 1 , Phillips Petroleum Company 
Museum. (91 8) 336-8708 

Bartlesville Arthritis Walk May 1 2, Jo Allyn Loe Park. 
(918) 495-3553 

Arts in the Park May 24, Frank Phillips Park. (918) 
336-8708 

Biplane Expo 2007 June 1 -2, Bartlesville Municipal 
Airport. (918) 622-8400 

SunFest June 1 -3, Sooner Park. (91 8) 331 -0456 

Mozart’s Paris Sonata Performed by Wayne 
McEvilly: A Piano Concert For Everyone June 7, 
Bartlesville Public Library. (918) 337-5363 

Oklahoma Living History & Arts June 1 3-1 4, Frank 
Phillips Home. (918) 336-2491 

Broken Arrow 

Central Park 1500 S Main. May 10-13, Rooster Days. 
June 5,12,19, 26, Tuesdays in the Park Concert 
Series. (918) 259-2400 


Chickasha 

Grady County Fairgrounds 500 E Choctaw. May 5, 
Miears Mini Horse Sale. May 10-13, Chickasha 
Antique Car Show. May 13, Cklahoma Amateur Team 
Roping Finals. June 1 -3, Southwest District 4-H Horse 
Show. June 23, High Point Bred Gilt Sale. June 29- 
30, Chickasha Rodeo. (405) 222-6030 

American Cancer Society Relay for Life June 8, 

USAC Oval. (405) 274-3782 

Jimbo Moddrell Memorial Run/Rally June 9, Elk’s 
Lodge. (405) 224-6113 

Claremore 

Claremore Expo Center 400 Veterans. May 5, Buckskin 
Horse Show. May 1 1 , 4-H District Horse Show. May 
17, Cherokee Nation Food Distribution. May 19, Pet 
Product Expo. May 19, June 16, Miniature Horse 
Show. May 26, June 30, Wild Notions Barrel Race. 
June 2, Buckskin Horse Show. June 6, Red Cross 
Blood Drive. June 8, Master Gardeners Association 
of Rogers County. June 8, Wrangler Heartland Barrel 
Race. June 14, Cherokee Nation Food Distribution. 
June 21 Cimarron Region Pony Club Show. (918) 
342-5357 

Are You Ready for Entrepreneurship? May 1 0, Rogers 
State University. (918) 343-7533 

Birthday on the Boulevard May 19, Historic Downtown. 
(918) 341-8688 

Will Rogers Stampede PRCA Rodeo May 24-26, Will 
Rogers Stampede Arena. (918) 341-8688 

Duncan 

Downtown May 5, Chisholm Trail Stampede Parade. May 
1 2, Sidewalk Sale. June 22-23, Stitching Memories 
Cuilt Guild. June 23, Duncan Historical Homes Tours. 
June 23, Founder’s Day. (580) 252-2900 

Stephens County Fair & Expo Center 1 61 8 S 1 3th. 
May 4-5, Chisholm Trail PRCA Rodeo. May 5, Rodeo 
Dance. May 8, Cklahoma Home Community Education 
Heritage Celebration. June 1 -3, Southwest District 
4-H Horse Show. (580) 255-3231 

W.T. Foreman Prairie House 814 W Oak. June 23, 
Duncan Little Theatre Mock Marriage. June 23, W.T. 
Foreman Prairie House Grand Opening. (580) 251- 
0027 

Stampede 5K Walk/Run May 5, Simmons Center. (580) 


252-2900 

Daughters of the American Revolution Centennial 
Celebration May 28, Gatlin Baptist Church. (580) 
658-1390 

Chisholm Trail Municipal Band Concert June 21 , 
Fuqua Park. (580) 255-4482 

Duncan Noon Lion’s Club Open Rodeo June 21 -23, 
Claud Gill Arena. (580) 252-7388 

Edmond 

Festival Market Place 26 W 1 st. May 1 2, 1 9, 26, Spring 
Garden and Produce Market. June 2-30, Farmers 
Market. June 16, Route 66 Festival & Farmers Market 
Festival. (405) 359-4630 

Kickingbird Tennis Center 1500 E Danforth. May 5-7, 
Adult Open Tennis Tournament. June 24-30, Edmond 
UTSA Women’s Pro Satellite Tennis Tournament. (405) 
348-3120 


OETA Program Notes 


MAY 

3, 6; Oklahoma Rising, 7 p.m. and 6 p.m. 

Rebroadcast of the star-studded 
Oklahoma Centennial concert in 
Oklahoma City 

3-17: Tornado Diary, 8 p.m. 

Oklahoma storms are documented in 
this Thursday night series. 

7: Okie Noodling, 9 p.m. 

Brad Beasleys documentary captures the 
thrill of bare-handed fishing. 

26: Oklahoma Foundation for Excellence, 
8 p.m. 

Recognizing the states top public school 
students and educators 

JUNE 

3-24: Mystery! 8 p.m. 

The popular detective series returns with 
new episodes every Sunday night. 

6: A Tribute to Ella Fitzgerald, 8 p.m. 

One of Americas greatest jazz vocalists 
is honored with a musical celebration. 


MAY/JUNE 2007 OKLAHOMA TODAY 
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Calendar 


"You can dance, you can jive, having the time of your life." 

-ABBA 


May Fun 



Art lovers won’t want 
to miss the Downtown 
Edmond Arts Festival, 
which feamres art of 
all kinds as well as 
activities for the whole 
family. 1 1 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 


A room with a view. 
Stop by the State 
Capitol Romnda and 
see Wilson Hurleys 
Oklahoma Suite, four 
landscape paintings 
that each represent a 
quadrant of the state. 


◄ 1 

Focus your irises on the 
plant kind at the Ameri- 
can Iris Society’s 2007 
National Convention 

at the Oklahoma City 
Marriott and area gar- 
dens. 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Through May 5. 


ABBA-solutely wonder- 
ful! Feamring the music 
of ABBA, the Broadway 
musical Mamma Mia! 
opens today at the Tulsa 
Performing Arts Center. 
7:30 p.m. Through 
May 13. 


2 

The man behind 
the Centennial gala 
celebrations is feamred 
in Lee Allan Smith: 
Oklahoma's Best 
Friend. $26.95. okla- 
homaheritage.com. 


▼ 9 

Thousands will cheer 
at the state’s largest 
amateur sporting event, 

the Special Olympics 
Oklahoma Sununer 
Games, on the OSU 
campus in Stillwater. 9 
a.m. Through May 1 1 . 


City folk and cowpokes 
alike will enjoy one 
of the nation’s largest 
rodeos, the Guymon 
Pioneer Days Rodeo at 
Henry C. Hitch Pioneer 
Arena. 8 a.m. Through 
May 7. 

10 

Crow along at the 
Rooster Days Festival 

in Broken Arrow’s 
Central Park. Live 
music, a parade, and a 
carnival are just part of 
the entertainment. 4:30 
p.m. Through May 13. 


13 ^ 

Catch a glimpse of the 
mesmerizing exhibit 
Oklahoma Sites; Vin- 
son Lackey’s Paintings 

at the Gilcrease Museum 
ofArt in Tulsa. 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Through 
September 30. 






▼ 20 

21 

22 

Climb the huge oak 

Noggins will stay cool 

It’s a cakewalk! Tonight, 

tree and slide down the 

with official Centennial 

pianists Nan Bostick 

nation’s tallest spiral 

headgear. Prom straw 

and Terry Parrish 

slide at the GadgetTrees 

hats to infant caps. 

perform in the 2007 

exhibit at the Omniplex 

they’re sure to stave off 

Spring Ragtime 

Science Museum in 

summer heat. $ 1 1 .95 to 

Concert at the Tulsa 

Oklahoma City. 1 1 a.m. 

$19.95. oklahomacen- 

Performing Arts Center. 

to 6 p.m. 

■ II 1 mtm 1 im m — 

tennial.com. 

7:30 p.m. 


Today, the men and 
women of the armed 
forces are honored at the 

45th Infentry Division 
Museum’s Memorial 
Day Ceremony on the 

museum grounds in 
Oklahoma City. 10 a.m. 


15 

Dinnertime! Pick up a 
copy of the Edmond 
Family Counseling 
Centennial Cookbook, 
which contains ap- 
proximately 700 recipes. 
$21.55. edmondfamily- 
counseling.org. 



23 

It’s always a home run at 
the Philhps 66 Big 12 
Baseball Champion- 
ship at the AT &T 
Bricktown Ballpark in 
Oklahoma City. 10 a.m. 
Through May 27. 


17 

Broaden your horizons 
in downtown Tulsa 
at Tulsa Interna- 
tional Mayfest 
and its art of 
many culmres. 

1 1 a.m. Through 
May 20. 


Dust is a must at 
the Santa Fe Trail 
Daze in Boise City. 
Don’t miss the World 
Champion- 
ship Posthole 
Digging Contest. 6 
p.m. Through June 3. 



24 

Believe the bull at the 
Will Rogers Stampede 
Rodeo at the Stampede 
Arena in Claremore. 

A parade and nightly 
dances will add to the 
fun. 7:30 p.m. to 2 a.m. 
Through May 26. 

4 31 

The softballs will be 
sailing at the ASA 
Don Porter Hall 
A of Fame Stadium in 

Oklahoma City during 
the NCAA Women’s 
College World Series. 
Noon. Through June 6. 


OKLAHOMA CENTENNIAL 



By Patrick Maddox 


◄ 5 

Czech out the Prague 
Kolache Festival 

on Main Street. 
Named after a tasty 
pastry, the festival offers 
entertaining ways to 
celebrate Czech heritage. 
9 a.m. 


Whether getting that 
degree has taken four 
years or eight, the Class 
of 2007 will be there for 

the University of Okla- 
homa Commencement 
Weekend in Norman. 7 
p.m. Through May 12. 

18 

Celebrating 100 years, 
the 77th Army Band 
will march the streets of 
downtown Lawton at 
the Armed Forces Day 
Parade. More than 125 
parade entries will be 
present. 5:30 p.m. 

▼ 25 

Life is sweet under the 
sea. Learn about aquatic 
life in Oklahoma and all 
sorts of sea creamres by 
visiting the Oklahoma 
Aquarium in Jenks. 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. 


Mmm. Pie heaven. 
Celebrate Mother’s Day 
weekend by digging into 
some delectable desserts 
at the Piedmont Pie 
Festival in downtown 
Piedmont. 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. 

19 

Ciao, bella! Eind some 
amove at McAlester’s 
Itahan Festival. 

Located at the county 
fairgrounds, the festival 
offers Italian cuisine, 
souvenirs, and games. 9 
a.m. Through May 20. 

26 

Do you have the blues? 
Then commiserate with 
the musicians of the 
Edmond Jazz & Blues 
Festival at Stephenson 
Park. 4 p.m. Through 
May 27. 
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Weekends Only 


UCO Jazz Lab 100 E 5th. May 3, 31 , Mitch Bell. May 
4, June 1 , Shortt Dogg. May 5, June 29, Big G. 

May 7, Edgar Cruz. May 1 0, Air Force Band of the 
West. May 1 1 , Pinky & the Snake Shakers. May 1 2, 
Michael Summers. May 1 8, Wise Guys. May 25, June 
15, Brian Gorrell. May 26, Miss Brown to You. June 
2, Paul Skinner. June 8, A.J. & Why Not? June 9, 

Malia Bennett. June 22, Smilin’ Vick. June 23, Lola 
& Sparkle Comedy Show. June 30, The Shadowman 
Blues Project Featuring Dr. Greg Parker. (405) 359- 
7989 

University of Central Oklahoma 100 N University. May 
1 -5, UCO Juried Spring Student Exhibition With the 
College of Arts, Media & Design. May 3, UCO Student 
Choreography Showcase. June 28, LibertyFest Band 
Concert. June 30, Miss LibertyFest Pageant. (405) 
974-2000 

The Phantom Tollbooth May 4-5, Oklahoma Christian 
University. (405) 340-4481 

Downtown Edmond Arts Festival May 4-6, Downtown. 
(405) 249-9391 

All-American Kid’s Fishing Derby June 2, Arcadia Lake 
Spring Creek Park. (405) 216-7470 

Endeavor Games For Athletes With Physical 
Disabilities June 7-1 0, UCO & Edmond North High 
School. (405) 974-3144 

LibertyFest Kite Festival June 30, Mitch Park. (405) 
341-4336 

LibertyFest Rodeo June 30, Rodeo Grounds. (405) 
341-4336 

El Reno 

Fort Reno Visitor Center 71 07 W Cheyenne. May 1 2, 
Fort Reno Candlelight Tour Reenactment. May 19, 

June 23, Ghosts of Fort Reno. June 2-3, Fort Reno 
Reunion. (405) 262-3987 

Onion-Fried Burger Day Festival May 5, Downtown & 
Adams Park. (405) 262-8687 

El Reno Route 66 Triathlon June 3, Lake El Reno. (405) 
262-8687 

Enid 

YWCA 525 S Quincy. May 2, Stop Racism & Prejudice 
Youth Challenge. June 28, My Deaf World & Cultural 
Competency & the Deaf Community. June 29, Survival 
American Sign Language. (580) 234-7581 

Tri-State Music Festival May 2-5, Convention Hall and 
Various Locations. (580) 237-4964 

Epic Proportions May 11-12,18-19, Gaslight Theatre. 
(580) 234-2307 

Cimarron Council Boy Scouts of America Car Show 

May 19, Chisholm Trail Expo Center. (580) 234-3652 

Enid MS Walk May 19, Champlin Park. (580) 554-5003 

Chautauqua in the Park: Celebrating A Centennial, 
One Hundred Years of Oklahoma Heroes June 
1 2-1 6, Humphrey Heritage Village & Oakwood Mall. 
(580) 758-3790 


That water sprinkler’s wagging the dog — 

Black-saddled terrier trotting after old man in orange cap, 

Also avoiding the glittering wave wetting a patchy lawn. 

Bets are off whether it grows thicker — 

Better, at least, than the man’s head when he whisks off cap 
And scratches. Dog follows suit, though it’s early 
For fleas, and next to step out for a draught of afternoon’s 
A youngish woman in striped sweater, hands at rest in pockets. 
It’s Saturday, which shows in every stance and gesture — 
Nowhere to rush off, for once, and a sky that says 
Stand still and feel who you are, now and tomorrow. 

Everything’s familiar, even the doves trampling porch — 

Potted fern for a safer clutch than last year’s. 

Which blew down, remember? — tragic eggs, cracked under- 
Foot, beside driveway. We always hope for fresh 
Beginnings when the air’s so light it hoists 
Lawn sprinkler’s mist like a wing, and dog, doves. 

Men in caps, and daughters live through minutes 
Tipped eggshell white, green as unfurled leaves. 

—Lisa Lewis 


Lisa Lewis is an associate professor in the Engiish department 
at Okiahoma State University in Stiiiwater, where she directs the 
creative writing program. 


Love’s Labours Lost June 22-24, Government Springs 
Park. (580) 234-2307 

Grove 

Civic Center 1 720 S Main. June 7-9, American Heritage 
Music Festival. June 15-16, Corvette Show. June 
15-16, Grovefest. June 1 6, Cruise to Grove. (91 8) 
786-6107 

Guthrie 

Lazy E Arena 9600 Lazy E. May 4-5, Lazy E Ranch 
Rodeo Championship. June 6-10. Cowboy Mounted 
Shooters Association. June 1 5-1 7, Oklahoma Reining 
Horse Association. (405) 282-7433 
Pollard Theatre 1 20 W Harrison. May 1 -1 3, Ragtime. 

June 8-30, A Man for All Seasons. (405) 282-2800 
Byron Berline Band May 19, June 2, 16, 30, DoubleStop 
Music Hall. (405) 282-6646 
Guthrie Public Library Summer Reading Kick Off 
June 1 , Guthrie Public Library. (405) 282-1 947 
Oklahoma Sooner Squadron Giant Model Airplane 
Fly-In June 2-3, Sooner Squadron Model Air Park. 
(405) 282-1947 


Oklahoma Black Baseball Reunion June 22-23, 
Oklahoma Sports Museum. (405) 260-1342 

Jenks 

Oklahoma Aquarium 300 Aquarium Drive. May 6, 
Wedding Decisions Bridal Show. May 9, 23, June 
1 3, 27, AquaTots. May 28, Scout Day. June 1 1 -30, 
Summer Sea Camps. (918) 296-3474 

Jenks Citywide Garage Sale May 5, Citywide. (91 8) 
299-5005 

Kiwanis Trash Bash May 1 2, Park West. (91 8) 299- 
5425 

Muskogee 

Civic Center 425 Boston. June 9, Historical Black Towns 
Tour. June 15-16, Okie Jam. (91 8) 682-91 31 

Oklahoma Renaissance Festival May 5-27, The Castle 
of Muskogee. (918) 687-3625 

Batfish Reunion May 8-1 2, Muskogee War Memorial 
Park. (918) 682-6294 

Railroad Day May 19, Three Rivers Museum. (918) 
686-6624 

Muskogee Garden Tour June 9, Kendall Place & 


MAY/JUNE 2007 OKLAHOMA TODAY 


12 1 


Calendar 


"Love, love, love, that is the soul of genius." 

—Mozart 


June Sun 


By Annie Gasparro 




11 

Centennial Auto 
Accessories, like license 
plate covers and bumper 
stickers, will lend the 
family minivan a stately 
air for that road trip. 
$2.95 to $14.95. okla- 

homacentennial.com. 


^ 13 

There are more than 130 
concerts to attend at the 
Mozart International 
Festival at the Bartles- 
ville Community Center 
and Bardesville High 
School. 10 a.m. Through 
June 16. 


THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


The town may be small, 
but the spirit is big. 
Oklahoma musicians 
sing songs for the Cen- 
tennial at El Renos A 
Small Town Weekend 
on Old Route 66. 7 
p.m. Through June 3. 


SATURDAY 


The free world will 
rock at the Chesapeake 
Energy Oklahoma 
Centennial Riverfest in 
downtown Oklahoma 
City with activities at 
the Oklahoma River. 7 
a.m. Through June 3. 


SUNDAY 


3 

Elash back to the past 
with chuck-wagon meals 
and old-time arts and 
crafts at the Chisholm 
Trail Roundup in Yu- 
kon at the Kirkpatrick 
Earm. 1 1 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


4 

In the mood for blues? 
The Charhe Christian 
International Jazz Fes- 
tival at Oklahoma City’s 
Bricktown will unite 
musicians from around 
the nation. Through 
June 10. 


5 

The Historic Hayes 
House, located in 
Muskogee, was built in 
1907 by businessman 
Oscar Hayes and now 
serves as a bed and 
breakfast, historichayes- 
house.com. 


6 

The grass isn’t greener 
at the Sanders Family 
Bluegrass Festival in 

McAlester, but it’s got 
more soul. Fans will 
head to Sanders Park for 
music and good times. 
Noon. Through June 9. 


A 7 

Everyone’s going nuts 
about the Okmulgee 
Pecan Festival & Cen- 
tennial Celebration in 

downtown Okmulgee. 
The bash includes a 
10-foot-wide pecan pie. 
10 a.m. Through June 9. 


▼ 8 

Put on a guitar face for 
the American Heritage 
Music Festival at the 

Grove Civic Center and 
Snider’s Camp. Musi- 
cians will compete in 
national competitions. 9 
a.m. Through June 9. 


9 

The fun express 
leads direcdy to the 
Muskogee Centennial 
Festival in Spaulding 
Park. Don’t miss the 
1872 railroad that put 
this city on the map. 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


16 

Music and dancing will 
entertain at Let’s Cel- 
ebrate at the Chisholm 
Trail Historical Society 
Museum grounds in 
Waurika. 10 a.m. 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


10 

Zoom, zoom, zoom! 

The Star Spangled Sa- 
lute Air Show will wow 
crowds with aeronautical 
acrobatics and aircraft at 
Tinker Air Force Base in 
Oklahoma City. 9 a.m. 


14 

Tree buggers, the 
Centennial Tree 
Grove Dedication will 
celebrate the growth 
of one hundred trees 
recendy planted south 
of the business district in 
McAlester. 2 p.m. 



AUNKIUEHBIOT. 


4 18 

Summer barbecues 
transform into Centen- 
nial celebrations with 
the Centennial Party 
Pack, bringing festivities 
to your own backyard. 
$17.95. oklahomacen- 
tennial.com. 


19 

Fearless women will 
become airborne at 
the Air Race Classic. 
This transcontinental 
event kicks off at the 
Wiley Post Airport in 
Oklahoma City today. 
8 a.m. 


▼ 20 

Pieced together by Judy 
Howard, Centennial 
Stitches: Oklahoma 
History in Quilts is a 
book that tells the state’s 
story through a popular 
hobby. $39.95. heaven- 
lypatchwork.com. 


21 

The party is in full swing 
at Duncan’s Founder 
Day celebration. Home 
tours, music, and today’s 
rodeo all celebrate the 
founding of the city in 
June 1892. 7:30 p.m. 
Through June 23. 


22 

The Bassmaster Elite 
Series Sooner Run 
Tournament at Grand 
Lake brings top pro 
anglers to the North 
Beach Development 
in Grove. 5:50 a.m. 
Through June 24. 


23 

Artists and groups from 
around the state will 
represent 35 tribes and 
other culmres at the 
Oklahoma Folklife 
Festival in Oklahoma 
City at the Oklahoma 
History Center. 10 a.m. 


24 

Wish summer could last 
forever? The season will 
end, but memories can 
be immortalized with 

the Oklahoma 2007 
Centennial Picture 
Frame. $19.95. okla- 
homacentennial.com. 


25 

Kids will go wild for the 
Oklahoma Book Run 

in Oklahoma City. Bank 
of Oklahoma locations 
will collect books, while 
Barnes & Noble stores 
will host readings. 
Through June 30. 


26 

Curly continues to 
lasso women’s hearts in 
Discoverylandl’s Rodg- 
ers and Hammerstein’s 
Oklahoma! Dinner 
and face painting will 
precede the show. 6 p.m. 
Through August 18. 



28 ^ 

No bombs will be burst- 
ing in air, but LibertyFest 
in Edmond will get things 
crackin’ with a celebration 
feamring a car show, kite 
flying, a restaurant tast- 
ing, and more. 7:30 p.m. 
Through July 4. 



30 

School bells ring clear 
here. School Days de- 
picts a typical school day 
for African Americans 
in the 1920s and 1930s 
at the Verden Separate 
One Room School in 
Chickasha. 10 a.m. 
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PARW PACK, CHRISTOPHER LEE; LIBERWFEST 


Oklahoma EvCflts 



>WX FOREMAN 


We know we belong to the 
And this opening will really be 

S IB^RANDr 

Gratid OpeningGsg 
Foreman Prairie House 


gesi^ 


M/ss Oklahoma ^ 


erta 


ment 


by 


F/i#s free froiTie roiffs motel 


For informadon or direcdonSj call: 
(580) 251-0027 or (580) 255-3044 


For bus tours, call the DCVB; 
1-800-782-7167 


tlK iismt K -tt onidiil fifUit; cWulwrKi 

Ci^tnnbl OMnntcfTimUnn amI h fumied 3n i3uuu.jj.li ^ nmle 
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PE?AIR]E HOUSE 



33” ANNUAL 

TONKA WA TRIBAL POW WOW 
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Locwi'ii [ Mile Kast ok the ('m~ ur I'omw, 3/4 iif a Mile Sim ri] iir Hvi v. (iO 


Thousands 

li 
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VETERAN’S Dinner Served on 
Saturday 'TO Entire Enc/wpiwnt 





Contest in all 
Categories 
Tiny Tots 

(Ages 0-6) 

Junior 

(Ages 7-12) 

Teen 

(Ages 13-16) 

Adult 

(Ages 17-64) 

Golden Age 
(65+) 


No Registration 
Winners Paid Nightly! 


For afore Ineoraiation, 

(:au:(,S 80 ) 628 - 2 S 61 


atSiOOP.M.. 


ErADITIONA]. 
EonkawaTrib/u 
S c/up Dance 
AT 7:00 RAF 



Tabouleh Recipe Contest 
Live Stage Entertainment 
Live Music & Beily Dancing 
Chiidren’s TaientShow 
Miss Tabouleh Pageant 
Craft Booths 

Rodeo Friday & Saturday 


DAY 




SMurb^^xj, MAVj 12th, 2007 

Oowtitowu Bristow, OklAliomA 


Abouleli Fcjt 


A Celebration of Bristow's Lebanese Heritage 


20th Annual Bristow Wildflower Run 9:00 a.m. 
Taste of Heaven Luncheon 11:00-1:00 
Street Events from 11:00 - 4:00 pm 


For more information on Tabouieh Fest 2007, piease emaii; tabouieh.festivai@ gmaii.com • For Wildflower Run Information, please call Tommy Thompson 918-645-4905 





Calendar 


Founders Place. (918) 687-6124 

Muskogee’s Oklahoma Centennial Celebration June 
9, Spaulding Park & Honor Heights Park. (918) 684- 
6302 

Norman 

Firehouse Art Center 444 S Flood. June 1-15, Firehouse 
Faculty Exhibit. June 22-30, Dori Hill & Brad Price. 
(405) 329-4523 

Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art 555 Elm. May 3, 1 0, 
FredFilms in the City: Motion Pictures in an Era of 
Urbanization. May 20, Family Day: An Oklahoma 
Birthday Party. (405) 325-3272 

Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History 
2401 Chautauqua. May 13, Mother’s Day. May 19, 
Dinosaur Art Contest Awards Ceremony. June 16-30, 
Collecting Oklahoma. June 17, Father’s Day. (405) 
325-4712 

Vanities May 3-5, Sooner Theatre. (405) 321 -9600 

May Fair Arts Festival May 4-6, Andrews Park. (405) 
210-6825 

Just In Time: Centennial Tune-up May 6, St. Stephen’s 
United Methodist Church. (405) 623-1707 

Oklahoma Pioneer Expo June 1-2, Cleveland County 



Race for the Prize 

In Sayre, it's 1889 all over again. 


Okies will be jumping the gun to get 
a piece of the action at the Okiahoma 
Centenniai Land Run at the Fiying W 
Guest Ranch in Sayre. Three days of coach 
rides, rodeo events, and entertainers iike 
Roy Ciark and Joe Diffee ensure good 
times, whiie fair food wiii quench country 
grub cravings. The event’s main draw wiii 
be the Land Run of 1889 reenactment on 
May 1 2. — Megan Rossman 

Daily tickets, $45 to $65. Children six 
and under are admitted free. (580) 225- 
5515 or flyingwonline.com. 
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Fairgrounds. (405) 360-4721 
’89er Road Race & Criterium June 9-1 0, Downtown & 
Lake Stanley Draper. (405) 842-0388 
Sunbelt Baseball Classic June 18-23, L. Dale Mitchell 
Field, Norman High School Baseball Complex, and 
Norman North High School. (405) 366-8095 

Oklahoma City 

The Blue Door 2805 N McKinley. May 5, Alan Rhody. May 

12, Michael Fracasso CD Release. May 18, Tom Rush. 
May 19, Mountain Smoke. May 26, Doug Haywood. 
June 10-11, Jimmy Webb. June 23, Guy Forsyth Trio. 
June 30, Last Train Home. (405) 524-0738 

Bricktown May 23-27, Phillips 66 Big 12 Baseball 
Tournament. June 4-10, Charlie Christian International 
Jazz Festival. June 1 -3, An Affair of the Heart. (405) 
236-8666 

Carpenter Square Theatre 400 W Sheridan. May 1 1 - 
June 2, Kimberly Akimbo. June 15-30, Sordid Lives. 
(405) 232-6500 

Civic Center Music Hall 201 N Walker. May 1 -6, Cat on 
a Hot Tin Roof. May 4-6, CATS. May 12, Season Finale: 
Oklahoma City Philharmonic Classics. May 19, Paulus 
and Durufle. (405) 297-2264 
JRB Art at the Elms 281 0 N Walker. May 4-26, Shane 
Brown Photographs & Guest Artists: Tony Tiger and 
Gerald Cournoyer. June 1-30, James Smith Paintings. 
(405) 528-6336 

National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum 

1700 NE 63rd. May 13, Mother’s Day Brunch. May 
1 5, Walter Ufer: Taos Artwork. June 4-6, Academy of 
Western Art Workshop Featuring Martin Grelle and 
Bruce Greene Oil Painting Workshop. June 8-9, Prix 
de West Invitational Art Exhibition, Sale, and Seminars. 
June 1 8-22, Oklahoma Trails: A Centennial Summer 
Art Camp. (405) 478-2250 

State Fair Park 1-44 & NW 10th. May 4-5, Healthy Home 
& Living Expo. May 4,11,18, Speedway Auto Races. 
May 14-20, National Reining Horse Association Derby. 
May 25-26 Oklahoma Cattleman’s Range Roundup. 
June 25-30, National Appaloosa Horse Show. (405) 
948-6704 

Oklahoma Centennial Writers’ Conference May 4-5, 
Embassy Suites Hotel. (405) 720-2324 
Twin Bill Centennial Exhibitions May 1 1 -June 30, 
Oklahoma City Museum of Art. (405) 236-3100 
The Village Fair: A Day in Provence May 1 2, Casady 
Square. (405) 751-8861 

Wayne McEvilly: A Piano Concert for Everyone May 

13, June 10, Ronald J. Norick Downtown Library. (405) 
606-3879 

Open Screening May 18, lAO Gallery (405) 232-6060 
Paseo Arts Festival May 26-28, Paseo Arts District. 

(405) 525-2688 

45th Infantry Division Museum’s Memorial Day 
Ceremony May 28, 45th Infantry Division Museum. 
(405) 424-5313 


The Sovereignty Symposium May 30-31 , Skirvin Hilton 
Hotel. (405) 521-2450 

2007 NCAA Women’s College World Series May 31 - 

June 6, ASA Hall of Fame Stadium. (405) 236-5000 
Kilauea’s Coast June 1-30, Myriad Botanical Gardens. 
(405) 297-3995 

Red Earth Native American Cultural Festival June 
1 -3, Cox Business Services Convention Center. (405) 
427-5228 

Juneteenth Barbeque Cook-off June 15-16, Oklahoma 
State Capitol Complex. (405) 528-2342 
Air Race Classic 2007 June 15-22, Biltmore Hotel, 
Ninety-Nines Museum of Women Pilots, Omniplex 
Science Center, and Wiley Post Airport. (405) 722- 
0073 

Hands On '07: SmART Travels June 18-30, City Arts 
Center. (405) 951 -0000 

Oklahoma Folklife Festival June 23, Oklahoma History 
Center. (405) 323-9265 

Pawhuska 

National Indian Taco Championship May 5, Pawhuska 
Cultural Park. (918) 287-1208 
Osage County Centennial Celebration May 4-5, 
Downtown. (918) 287-1208 
Mayfit Bike Rally & Party May 18-20, Osage County 
Fairgrounds & Biker Park. (918) 287-3244 

Ponca City 

Artsplace Ponca City 31 9 E Grand. May 1 -1 2, Fiber Art. 
May 18-June 29, Quilts: Men of Biblical Proportion. 
(580) 762-1930 

Poncan Theatre 104 E Grand. May 5, Doin’ Fine. May 
26, Ricky Skaggs. June 12,19, 26, Family Film 
Festival. June 16, Oklahoma’s Own Presented by 
Oklahoma Children’s Theatre. June 24, Tony Roi. (580) 
765-0943 

Ponca City Centennial Irisfest May 4-5, Downtown. 
(580) 763-7454 

March of Dimes Ponca City: WalkAmerica May 5, 5th 

Street Park. (580) 242-4631 

Voices in the Tallgrass: Native Women Artists 
of Oklahoma May 20-June 30, Pioneer Woman 
Museum. (580) 765-6108 

Dragon Grand Cruise & Car Show June 1 -2, Main 
Street & Lake Ponca. (580) 762-6078 
Kaw Fest June 9, Kaw Lake Sandy Beach. (580) 762- 
9494 

Poteau 

Poteau Bluegrass Festival May 4-5, Downtown. (918) 
647-8648 

Memorial Day 4-Wheel Drive Run May 25-27, Days Inn 
& Suites. (91 8) 647-3510 

Shawnee 

Heart of Oklahoma Exposition Center 1700 W 
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Arbuckle Country 

Oklahoma's Natural Adventure 


Thii it the Place to Celebrate Vour Special Occationt. 

Exquisite l^omantidodpq 
In-Room Double Jacuuis 
Full-Day Spa 
Five Star Dininq 
Ideal for Corporate Retreats 




“Ikfooddiidsmke were so wondeifol. Ihis is the best 
pidce we hdve stoyed, so beootifol ond peocefol. ” 

-JbP Butler, Edmond, OK 


Echo Canyon 

RESORT 

Reservations: 580.421.5076 
or EchoCanyonResort.com 



T 


9 

Bed and Breakfast 

mu 
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(& 30 J 369-3366 
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^ecfiscover iJie spar^ wi9^ a 
relaxing cfepaHure /o a secfucfecf 
corner oj^ OrfaJioma pic9uresc^ue 
UaSfe Uop 'JKounlains. Qlniaue 
ameniiies in euera coiia^e ivill suii 
a uarieip o^prej^erences. 


Call (580)432-5690 

For availability and reservations 

WWW. 3^^icfcfen3^^i[[s3i^icfeawaps. com 



ARBUCKLE COUNTRY MARKETING ASSOCIATION 

1-866-843-6858 • www.arbuckles.com 










Arbuckle Country 

Oklahoma's Natural Adventure 
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A fine furopean Inn in itie Heart of ttie Arbuckles 


tnjoy sumptuous linens and fine 
appointments in any of our six themed 
rooms. Warm your soul with a cup of 
Seattle's Best or enjoy a fresh 
continental breakfast in our 
coffeehouse. Luxuriate in vour own 
private Jacuzzi bath. Spacious 
rooms and bathrooms. 

Spa services avai^sLe. 
full turn-down service. 

Call for packages and 
special midweek rates. 
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A range of possibilities in Arbuckfe Country 


Arbuckle Country Marketing Association 

www.arbuchles.com (866) 843-G858 


ottfliionii 

miivt wfcia 


800-652-6552 



Arbuckle Country 


ARBUCKLE COUNTRY MARKETING ASSOCIATION 

1-866-843-6858 • www.arbuckles.com 







Exit #51 


Turner Falls Park 

(580) 369-2988 
www.turnerfallspark.com 


New and Improved for our Centennial Yearl 



Calendar 


Independence. May 11-13, Oklahoma Centennial 
High School Rodeo Celebration. May 25-26, 
Muskogee Kennel Club Dog Show. May 27-28, 
Seminole Kennel Club Dog Show. June 1 -2, Triangle 
Horse Sales. June 8-1 0, Heart of Oklahoma Ouilt 
Festival. June 9-10, Oklahoma Foundation Ouarter 
Horse Registry. (405) 275-7020 
Mabee-Gerrer Museum of Art 1 900 W MacArthur. May 
1 -6, Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition. May 24-June 
30, Bert Seabourn: An American Expressionist. June 
1 5, Father Gerrer’s Creative Arts Camp. June 1 6, 
Community Art Day. June 28, Lecture. (405) 878-5300 
The Exact Center of the Universe June 1 -3, 7-9, 
Shawnee Little Theatre. (405) 275-2805 
Farming Heritage Festival June 15-16, Shawnee Feed 
Center. (405) 623-2834 


Stillwater 

Payne County Expo Center 451 8 Expo Circle E. June 
1 -2, Oklahoma Miniature Horse Show. June 7-9, 
Oklahoma Cattlemen’s Association Summer Preview 
Show. June 14-16, Irish Heritage Festival. June 
29-30, American Kiko Goat Association Goat Sale. 
(405) 377-1275 

Special Olympics Oklahoma 2007 Summer Games 

May 9-1 1 , OSU Campus. (91 8) 481 -1 234 
Gardentecture May 12, Stillwater Public Library. (405) 
372-3633 

Payne County’s Junior Miss Scholarship Program 

May 1 2, Seretean Center Concert Hall. (405) 743- 
0233 

The Little Mermaid June 23, 30, Stillwater Community 
Center. (405) 533-8433 



The Time Warp 

Tulsa digs up a heavy-metal Centennial event 


The 1950s introduced sock hops and rock and roll. Half a century later, an 
automobile will introduce Oklahomans to a past version of Tulsa. 

In honor of Oklahoma’s 1957 semicentennial, a 1957 Plymouth Belvedere 
two-door sport coupe was buried in downtown Tulsa. On June 15, the car will be 
unearthed and unveiled. Artifacts include photos, flags, and a woman’s purse, 
which contains bobby pins, cigarettes, tranquilizers, and an unpaid parking ticket. 

At the time of burial, Tulsa residents guessed the city’s 2007 population. All 
entries were buried with the car, and the person who guessed most accurately 
in 1957 (or his or her descendant) will take home the Belvedere at the 6:30 
p.m. ceremony at the Tulsa Convention Center. Everyone can celebrate with a 
1 950s-style sock hop the following evening. — Annie Gasparro 


For more information, dick on buriedcar.com. 



OKLAHOMA CENTENNIAL 


Tulsa 

Expo Square 41 45 E 21 st. May 3-6, AQHA Region 8 
Show. May 4, Bedlam Baseball. May 5-6, RK Gun 
& Knife Show. June 2, Greater Oklahoma Paint 
Horse Club Spring Show. June 6, OSU Extension 
Service: Master Gardener Meeting. June 8-10, 

Leake Car Show & Auction. June 1 2-23, Pinto World 
Championship Show. June 30, Tulsa Holiday Circuit 
Ouarter Horse Show. (91 8) 744-1 1 1 3 
Philbrook Museum of Art 2727 S Rockford. May 5, 

A Little Batiking. May 9, Gallery Talk: Mythology at 
Philbrook. May 12, 1 Spy a Garden of Sculptures. May 
12, A Minimal Installation. May 19, Blueprinting What 
You Know Best. May 26, Flowers for Hokusai. (918) 
749-7941 

River West Festival Park 21 00 S Jackson. May 5, 1 2, 

1 9, Movies on the River. June 12,19, 26, Starlight 
Band Concert. (918) 596-2001 
Tulsa Convention Center 100 Civic Center. June 15, 
1957 Plymouth Belvedere Time Capsule Unveiling. 
June 15-17, Tulsarama Invitational Auto Show. June 
1 6, Belvedere Sock Hop. (91 8) 596-71 77 
Tulsa Performing Arts Center HOE 2nd. May 5, 
Absolutely Amadeus: An Evening With Mozart. May 
6, Trio Tulsa. May 8-1 3, Mamma Mia! May 1 9, Tulsa 
Symphony Orchestra Season Finale. May 25-27, 31- 
June 2, Clue: The Musical. (91 8) 596-71 1 1 
Tulsa Zoo & Living Museum 6421 E 36th. May 4, 
ZooFari. May 25-26, June 29-30, Starry Safari: 
Around the Globe. June 1 5, WALTZ on the Wild Side. 
(918) 669-6600 

Justice Illuminated: The Art of Arthur Szyk May 

1 -June 24, Sherwin Miller Museum of Jewish Art. 
(918) 492-1818 

Downtown Tulsa Farmers’ Market May 1 -June 26, 
3rd & Boston. (918) 224-5337 
Manuel: Star Spangled Thank You Tour May 1 -June 
30, Gilcrease Museum of Art. (918) 596-2700 
Tulsa Arthritis Walk May 6, Whiteside Park. (918) 
495-3553 

Centennial Lecture Series: Discover Oklahomans! 

May 6, June 3, Tulsa Air & Space Museum & 
Planetarium. (918) 834-9900 

Tulsa International Mayfest May 17-20, Downtown. 
(918) 582-6435 

Relay for Life of Tulsa June 1 -2, Tulsa Union High 
School Track. (918) 743-6767 

Brookside Rumble and Roll June 9, Brookside 
District. (918) 260-7680 

All-Black Town Tour June 9, Rudisill Regional Library 
African American Resource Center. (918) 596-7280 

Route 66 Rockabilly Rumble June 9-10, JRP 
Speedway. (918) 446-7000 

Yukon 

Festival of the Child May 5, City Park. (405) 354- 
8442 
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Country 
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OKLfltlOnfl 

nniivE mtm 
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17th Annual 


Chuck Wagon Gathering 
.Children’s Cowboy Festival 


f-y 




Saturday, May 26 
Sunday, May 27 
10am-4pm 

Authentic Chuck Wagon 
Cooking 

Children's Hands-On Activities 
Exciting Stage Entertainment 
including: 

Don Edwards, Saturday 
Red Steagall, Sunday 
Includes Admission to Museum I 


History • Art • Shopping • Dining 
1700 NE 63rd Street 
Oklahoma City, OK 73111 
(405) 478-2250 

www.nationalcowboymuseum.org 


NATIONAL 

COWBOY 

& WESTERN HERITAGE 

MUSEUM® 






STILLWATER 


VJ'WW-'' 


Celebrating Stillwater’s 
Past, Present and Future 



NATIVE AMERICAN 
CULTURAL FESTIVAL 

• Juried Fine Art 
Competition 8 Art Market 

• Dance Competition 

• Cultural Activities 

• Parade 

• Run/Walk 

• Youth Art Competition 

June 1-3, 2007 

Cox Convention Center • Oklahoma City 

An official 

Oklahoma Centennial 
Celebration Event 


’ Fbr a FEJE Visitors Guide 
■or more information on Stillwater 
call l40Q^991-67i7 

a - • - ■ 



405-427-5228 • WWW.REDEARTH.ORG 
INFO@REDEARTH.ORG 


Title S^mnsor: Chesepeeke Energy Corporation 
Presented by The Oklahoinan 


/^T xlIRlG) 2€C7 Siininipr n 

1 EAT RE 

V (405) 524-9312 

, / wwwJyrictheatreokc.com 


mm 

( 

July 10-1 4 


OFFICIAL CENTENNIAL 
PRODUCTfON 

June 26-30 




IN 

July 24-28 


August 7-11 


HIGH 

SCHOOL 

MUSICAL 


AH) CN,! 

August16-18 
Rose State Theatre 
Midwest City 


4 Mein^tage Shows 
Civic Center Music Hail 
Dowr>towd Oklahorna City 


Season Tickets Available Now! 

Single Tickets Available May 21stl 

T.dward Qayford - 'Boone 'Pickens 

OKLAHOMA HERITAGE CENTER 







Dillard Stone 




Sh 
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"Experience 0(<;faftoma's stor^ tftroiA^fi its peopfe 

Interact with the famous and not-so-famous Oklahomans 
who have shaped the history of our state, country and world. 

OPENING MAY 2007 

13th & Shartel • Oklahoma City 
www.oklahomaheritage.com • 405.235.4458 






www.travelok.com 


1^00-386-6552 • www.oktourism.com 


Visit online today for your chance to 


?JasmineMor^j^JI 
CHILDREN’S museum 


kSeminole, Oklahoma^ 1 :800:259-K1DS 


1714 West Wrangler Blvd. ■■ 
Seminole. Oklahoma 


Grab your Wine by the Horns! 


C\/itc]r Kf out R.attclf-xjf'-tti tile Li'^kol' Ito^c, 


At the Ranch: •' In the Liquor Store: 

Live Music Every Saturday Be Sunday OurCountry Series, 
June 2, 2007 “Okemah Jazz Festival" Country Red, 

July 12-14 "Woody Guthrie Folk Festival" Country White 

[ Qkema h] a n d o u r most popu la r 

B/31/0'7 - 3/2/07 Lsbor Day Weekend Country Rose 
*Red Dirt Harvest Festival" 

Ca mping is ava liable for a if even fs J ^ 

Free Wine Tasting Rtl 

For Fp^tiVAl*5 ^ I tM I V 

918.623.22S0 

^ ^ . South 6 Miles 


www.visitshawnee.com 1.888.404.9633 


The 2pp|7(£^tenni^^^is truly, arhra^g iArith 


- The appl^e^tenniflp^is truly, arhdB^^ iArith t^^pseum's neW/ 

~j giant i2,PPP‘iM|u^f<^t outdpp n^ e. Pour jn^^Tnleiloek 

f. to formpie fflhgCT ^^ s guests ipst ond tunQ^ough the 

ehallengtngiexhfb^^abservotion peek provft^^birds-eye 
j view of ^^rnaze fli^B^roundlng 








Country 

1-800-38^-6552 • www.oktourism.^m 


www.travelok.corn 


Historic Downtown Guthrie 


More Than 1 00 Performances 


8 Performing venues 


AN ALL-AMERICAN CELEBK AtlON 


1 -800-OK-BANJO 
banjofestival.com 




OJU-AJiOM'A 


aqVENTURE 

for all ages 


BUng'afaiTrily of four 
■Hfor under $20. 


2401 Chaibltatiqiint^ 
Norman, OK 
405.325.4712 
www.snomnh.ou.edu 


CoUeclin^ OMahoma 


Three l\lights 
June BB -3B 


--'At«nt«nnial Exhibition opening June i6 

-This exhibition is made possible by The Kerr Foundation, The Merkel 
Family Foundation, Republic Bank & Trust and Cox Communications. 


Log on for times, locations 
and artist lineup 


MNH 


Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History 

The University of Oklahoma 


wwwjazziiijune.org 


NORMAN, OKLAHOMA 
FROM CLAIM TO FAME 


Sooner Theatre - “Fred Jones” * Campus Corner 
‘Sam Noble” * Riverwind * National Weather Ctr. 


^ spend the afternoon discovering some of the nation’s 
greatest museums. Shop & dine in Historic Campus 
^ Comer or head to the zoo in search of over 400 exotic 
^ animals. Get your thrills at the nation’s #1 Kart race track 
1^ or try your luck at the state’s largest casino. 

Call or visit our website today & plan your next road trip. 


800-664-5960 • www.visibiormaii.com 






Green Country 
Marketing Association 


GREEN COUNTRY 

800-922-2118 • GreenCountryOK.com 

Produce^ft cooperation with the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department. 


OKLIltlOrtfl 
ifflilvf fwfeicir 


800 - 652-6552 


Sko^, Bat, BLay, Stay 


trutkeykeAvt 

Tulsa’s Shopping, Dining, 
& Entertainment District 


• Standard Rooms 

• King Suites 

• Whirlpool Suites 

• Complimentary “On the 
House” Breakfast 

VUcotmts: 

AAA, AARP, Group & 
Weekend Rates, Sweetheart Paekages 

800-HAMPTON 

918-294-3300 


{Jfamptmv 

{Jntu&sSutt€A 


7141 S 85th E Avenue • Uilsa, OK 74133 
HamptonInn.com/hi/Tlilsa-woodlandhills 
Promo Code: Green Country 


18 tk Anmai 

Rt, 66 B^oci/Odt 



Saturday, June 2, 2007 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Downtown Sapulpa 
on Historic Route 66 


Art Show & Sale 
Classic Cars & Trucks 
Food • Crafts 
Family Fun 
Children's Activities 


Sapulpa Main Street 

918.224.5709 

SapulpaMainStreet.com 



1^. 


{(iia. 


1500 seat Amphitheatre 
Centennial Atmosphere 
Summer Ranch Dinner 
Chilliren’s “Land Run” 
Indian Dancing and mm! 
Children FREB 


DiscoverVland! 


Tulsa, Oklahoma 


JUNE 8 thru AUGUST IB, 2007 


For Tickots Call: 018) ZA5-0KLA 



MILLION 

DOLLAR 

TASTE 


Start with an electrifying atmosphere. Mix in the 

best of friends, infinite ways to have a good time, 

and a generous splash of intoxicating laughter. 

Shake well, pour and enjoy for hours into the 

night. Osage Million Dollar Elm Casino. Taste it 

for yourself. 

* * • 


Make it a Million Dollar Night! 


OSAGE 

MILLION DOLLAR ELM 

CASINO 


Tisdale Picwy @ 36th St. N., Just 5 Minutes from Oowntown Tulsa 

Tulsa Sand Springs Hominy Pawhuska BartlasviUo (Opening Soon) 
milliondoUarelm.com 918.699.7777 

Gambling problem? Cali 800.S22.4700. An economic enterprise of the Osage Nation. 









Concerts in the Park June 7, 1 4, 21 , 28, Chisholm Trail 
Park Gazebo. (405) 350-8937 
Chisholm Trail Roundup June 2-3, Kirkpatrick Family 
Property. (405) 350-8937 

Out & About 

AFTON Merc/Deuce Reunion & Friends Revisited, May 
11-12, Darryl Starbird’s National Rod 
& Custom Car Flail of Fame. (918) 257-4234 
ALTUS Oklahoma Centennial Chautauqua: One Flundred 
Years of Oklahoma Fleroes, May 29-June 2, Western 
Oklahoma State College &Altus Public Library. (580) 
477-2890 


BIXBY Bixby BBO’n Blues Festival, May 11-12, 

Washington Irving Memorial Park. (918) 296-0689 
BRAGGS Fishing Clinic, May 12, Greenleaf State Park. 
(918) 487-7125 

BRISTOW Nuyaka Creek Winery Spring Wine Festival, May 
19, Nuyaka Creek Winery. (918) 756-8485 
BROKEN BOW Kiamichi Owa-Chito Festival of the Forest, 
June 14-16, Beavers Bend State Park. (580) 584- 
3393 

CLINTON Clinton Art Show, June 22-23, Downtown & 
Frisco Center. (580) 323-2222 
COPAN The Good, the Bad, and the Barbecue, May 1 2, 
Mullendore Cross Bell Ranch. (918) 336-8500 


DAVENPORT Nettie Davenport Day & Alumni Celebration, 
Alumni Parade & Banquet, May 12, Downtown. (918) 
377-2241 

DAVIS Arbuckle Mountain Spring Bluegrass Jam, May 13- 
19, Arbuckle Mountain Park. (405) 665-5226 
DEL CITY Greater Oklahoma Bluegrass Music Society 
Concert/Jam, May 1 2, June 9, Oklahoma Country- 
Western Museum & Flail of Fame. (405) 677-7515 
DEWEY Antique and Collectible Fair and Sale, June 2, 
Washington County Fairgrounds. (918) 440-5200 
DRUMRIGHT Drumright Winefest, June 9, Whitlock Park. 
(918) 352-2204 

DURANT Magnolia Festival of Oklahoma, May 31 -June 2, 
Downtown. (580) 924-1550 

ELK CITY Route 66 Days, June 1 -2, Ackley Park & Elk City 
Retail District. (580) 225-0207 
FAIRVIEW Show of the Arts, June 23, Major County Fair 
Building. (580) 227-4709 

FORT GIBSON Car, Truck, and Motorcycle Show, June 8, 
Downtown. (918) 478-4780 

FOYIL Totem Pole BBQ, June 1 6, Totem Pole Park. (91 8) 
341-2311 

FREDERICK Oklahoma Centennial Trail Drive & Chuck- 
wagon Dinner, June 2, Crossroads Ranch. (580) 
335-2126 

GENE AUTRY Gene Autry Music Festival, June 1 6, Gene 
Autry Museum. (580) 294-3047 
GLENPOOL Black Gold Days, June 21 -23, Black Gold 
Park. (918) 322-3505 

HARTSHORNE Blue Mountain Cruzers Car & Truck Show, 
June 30, City Park. (918) 297-1311 
HASKELL Stone Bluff Lavender Festival, June 2, Lavender 
Hill Farm. (91 8) 482-2338 

HINTON Hinton Kiwanis Rodeo, May 4-5, Kiwanis Rodeo 
Arena. (405) 542-6443 

HOBART Great Plains Antique and Car Show, May 1 9, 
Hunter Park. (580) 530-0614 
HOBART Arts on the Square & Centennial Celebration, 

May 19, Kiowa Country Courthouse Square. (580) 
726-2553 

HOLDENVILLE Rockin’ Redneck Rodeo, June 22-23, 
Rockin’ Redneck Arena. (405) 379-5694 
HULBERT Sequoyah State Park, 1 71 31 Park 1 0. May 1 9, 
May Baby Shower. May 25-28, Memorial Day Weekend 
Activities. June 2, Fishing Derby. June 4-6, Jr. Ranger 
Camp. June 8-9, Made In Oklahoma Festival. (918) 
772-2108 

INDIAHOMA Wichita Mountains National Wildlife Refuge, 
May 1 9, 26, Wildflower Walk. June 9-10,1 6-1 7, 23- 
24, Centennial Bison Tour. (580) 429-3222 
INOLA Inola Hay Day, June 1 6, Downtown. (91 8) 543-2900 
JAY Huckleberry Festival, June 29-30, Citywide. (918) 
253-8698 

JET Youth Fishing Derby, June 9, Salt Plains National 
Wildlife Refuge. (580) 626-4794 
KEOTA Old-Timers Day, May 5, Main St. (918) 966-3650 
LAWTON Arts for All Festival, May 11-13, Shepler Park. 



Collection Trifecta 

May and June brings culture galore to Central Oklahoma. 


Oklahoma museums are bringing art into season this spring with three must-see exhibits. 
Shining Spirit: Westheimer Famiiy Coiiection at the Okiahoma City Museum of Art (okcmoa. 
com) showcases twentieth-century art by masters iike Georgia O’Keeffe and Roberto Matta. 
The exhibit runs May 19 to August 19. Visitors to the Fred Jones Jr. Museum of Art (ou. 
edu/fjjma) have the opportunity to view works from the Moiiy and David Boren Coiiection, 
on dispiay from June 9 to September 9. A ten-foot-taii prehistoric camei and other unique 
items from Okiahoma, iike the work of Debby Cotter Kaspari, shown above, are featured at the 
Sam Nobie Okiahoma Museum of Naturai History (snmonh.edu) from June 1 6 to January 21 , 
2008, as part of Coiiecting Okiahoma: An Okiahoma Centenniai Exhibition. — Patrick Maddox 


MAY/JUNE 2007 OKLAHOMA TODAY 


133 



Reach Inside... 

Nature's Medicine Cabinet! 


OVER 100 
POWERFUL 

phenolic compounds 


Don’t be fooled by other grape seeds. ..MUSCADINE GRAPES 
naturally produce VERY HIGH levels of antioxidants 
including RESVERATROL, ELLAGICACID, 

QUERCETIN and OPCs. qq_* 

07J 


"This is the best I have felt in 10 years... I 
feel great!" J.T. - North Carolina 


" My doctor was ready to put me on medication 
before I began taking Nature's Pearl. Now he 
can't believe my progress towards a healthier 
heart." B.P. - North Carolina 


"Taking Nature's Pearl has definitely made a 
difference for me! I no longer have stiffness 
in my hands, feel better over all, and have 
even lost weight. My adult children and 
several friends are now taking Nature's Pearl 
also." W.W. - North Carolina 



\ 


V. 



To compare the antioxidant values of various foods and nutrients, scientists 
developed a unit of measure called ORAC (Oxygen Radical Absorbing Capacity). 
The higher the ORAC rating of a substance, the more free radicals it can 
neutralize. Beware as you compare ORAC values. Always check to see that you 
are comparing gram to gram as shown above. 


*Brunswick Laboratories 2006. All ORAC ratings are measured by Brunswick Laboratories and 
are expressed as micromole TE per 1 gram. 




TM 


Grape Seed 

The SMARTER Grape' 


60 - 650 mg 
capsules 


/pREMIUMT* 

InmcMme^ 


Grape Products 

The SMARTER Grape'" 


Ask your supplement retailer for Nature's 
Pearl, or contact us for a retailer near you. 


877.998.2386 www.naturespearlproducts.com 


Available at 
these fine 
retailers: 


02007 Nature's Pearl Corporation 

FDA DISCLAIMER: As with all dietary supplements and medications, you should always consult your physician before use. This product has not been evaluated by the FDA, 
and is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. This sentence is required by the FDA. 
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Calendar 


Travel on Demand 

Technology and travel link for a first-rate online experience at 
OklaTravelNet.com. 



O klahoma travelers have 
a new pit stop on the 
information superhighway, 
OklaTravelNet.com. This Internet 
website of the future is the nation’s 
first broadband Internet channel 
devoted to covering travel in an 
individual state, supplying users 
with hours of new and archived 
Oklahoma travel videos available at 
the click of a mouse. 

“OklaTravelNet allows users 
to get video content on demand,” 
says Kyle Millar, president of 
Branded News, a division of 
Ackerman McQueen responsible 
for creating and managing the site. 


The website is made possible 
by a partnership between the 
Oklahoma Travel and Tourism 
Department and Riverwind 
Casino in Norman. Created as a 
companion site toTravelOK.com, 
OklaTravelNet features video tours 
of Oklahoma destinations. Discover 
Oklahoma archived video, and 
an original ninety-minute news 
program, OklaTravelNews Live, 
broadcast daily. 

Visitors can easily navigate the 
site using an interactive Oklahoma 
state map that displays available 
video segments organized by 
subjects like cities and towns. 


Route 66, and state parks and 
search the site using keywords 
or dates. 

Didn’t Mom say to share? 
OklaTravelNet allows registered 
users to easily spread videos by 
email, bookmarks, links, podcasts, 
blogs, RSS feeds, and more. 

— Brooke Adcox 

OklaTravelNet.com launches 
on April 30. Live daily broadcasts 
are at noon Monday through 
Friday and 9 a.m. Saturday 
and Sunday. Features are free 
to visitors. (800) 652-6552 or 
oklatravelnet.com. 


(580) 248-5384 

LOCUST GROVE Founders’ Day, May 1 2, Main Street & 
Various Locations. (918) 479-6336 
McALESTER Sanders Family Bluegrass Festival June 6-9, 
U.S. 270, 5 Miles West of McAlester. (91 8) 423-4891 
MIAMI Fleart of America Rodeo, June 22-23, Ottawa 
County Fairgrounds. (918) 542-4481 
MIDWEST CITY Tinker Intertribal Council Powwow, June 
9, Joe B. Barnes Regional Park. (405) 760-2768 
MILL CREEK Cyrus Flarris Days, June 2, Main Street. 
(580) 384-5757 

NARDIN Nardin’s Antique Vehicle Parade & Fleritage 
Celebration, May 26, Main St. (580) 363-4760 
NEWCASTLE South Canadian Annual Tour, May 5, 
Newcastle High School. (405) 387-3232 
NOBLE Rose Rock Music Festival, May 4-6, Noble City 
Hall. (405) 872-5535 

OKEMAH Grape Ranch Jazz & Wine Fest, June 2, Grape 
Ranch Vineyards. (918) 623-2250 
OKMULGEE Downtown, May 5, Okmulgee 50s Bash. June 
7-9, Pecan Festival. June 16, Creek Council House Art 
Festival. (918) 758-1015 

PARK HILL Murrell Home 1907 Lawn Social, June 2, 
Murrell Home. (918) 456-2751 
PAULS VALLEY Thunder in the Valley, May 5, Pauls 
Vallery Roundup Club Arena. (405) 238-6466 
PAULS VALLEY Valley Rally Bike Tour, May 5, Santa Fe 
Depot Park. (405) 238-1238 
PAWNEE Steam and Gas Engine Show, May 4-6, Steam 
Park Engine Park. (918) 762-2108 
PAWNEE Pawnee Bill’s Original Wild West Show, June 1 6, 
23, 30, Pawnee Bill Ranch. (918) 762-2513 
PERKINS Iowa Tribal Powwow, June 15-17, Iowa Tribal 
Powwow Grounds. (405) 547-2402 
PIEDMONT Pie Festival, May 12, Old Town. (405) 373- 
0233 

POCOLA Spring Festival, May 5, Wild Things Farm. (91 8) 
626-4053 

PRAGUE Kolache Festival, May 5, Downtown. (405) 567- 
4866 

SALLISAW Diamond Daze Centennial Festival, May 2-5, 
High School Complex. (918) 775-2558 
SAND SPRINGS Oklahoma! and Seven Brides for Seven 
Brothers, June 8-29, Discoveryland. (918) 245-6552 
SAPULPA Arsenic and Old Lace, June 8-1 7, Sapulpa 
Community Theatre. (918) 227-2169 
SEMINOLE Black Gold Celebration, June 9, Oklahoma Oil 
Museum. (405) 382-1500 

SENTINEL Tom Claxton’s Country Music Echo Theatre, 
May 1 2, 26, June 9, 23, Echo Theatre. (580) 393- 
4556 

SPIRO Archaeology Day, May 1 2, Spiro Mounds 
Archaeological Center. (918) 962-2062 
STIGLER Reunion Days, June 15-16, Haskell County 
Courthouse. (918) 967-8681 

STILWELL Stilwell Strawberry Festival, May 1 2, Citywide. 
(918) 696-7845 


TAHLEQUAH Trail of Tears Art Show & Sale, May 1 -27, 
Cherokee Heritage Center. (91 8) 456-6007 
TAHLEQUAH Hillbilly Hoedown, June 29-30, Norris Park. 
(918) 456-3742 

TONKAWATonkawa Tribal Powwow, June 22-24, Fort 
Oakland. (580) 628-2561 

TRIBBEY Battlefire: Indian Territory’s First Battles of 
the Civil War, June 9-1 0, Jude N Jody Ranch. (405) 
899-4476 


TUTTLE Silver City Antique Tractor Club, Equipment and 
Engine Show, May 18-20, Schrock Park. (405) 596- 
7644 

VICI Great Western Trail Drive, June 7-9, County Line. 
(580) 273-0106 

WEWOKA Cedar Street Blues & Jazz Festival, June 30, 
Downtown. (405) 257-5485 

WILBURTON Spring Trail Ride & Dinner, May 20, Hickory 
Creek Farm Recreation Area. (918) 753-2607 


Visit oklahomatoday.com or travelok.com for more listings. 


Dates and times are subject to change; please confirm before attending any event. The Events Guide is a free service 
published on a space-available basis. To be considered, please mail a notice of the event that includes date, place, address, 
and both a contact telephone number and a phone number that can be published. Notices must arrive at Oklahoma Today 
three calendar months prior to publication (i.e. September/October 2007 events must arrive by June 1). Events Guide, 
Oklahoma Today, North Robinson, Suite 600, Oklahoma City, OK 73102. Fax: (405) 230-8650. Email: eventsguide® 
oklahomatoday.com. We cannot take listings over the telephone. 
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"A lake carries you into recesses of feeling otherwise impenetrable." — Wi7[iam Wordsworth 



Where Are You? 

A watery oasis awaits in an urban setting. 




T his body of water isn’t 
just a thirst quencher, it’s 
a favorite pastime. Built in 
1947 to expand the city’s drinking 
water supply, the 2,500-acre lake was 
originally called the Bluff Creek Water 
Supply Project and later was renamed 
in honor of a former mayor. 

Hungry? Several restaurants, all with 
lake views, sate the most ravenous ap- 
petite. For jogging, walking, or bicycling 
off those calories, just over nine miles 
of trails circle the water. 

Boats of all kinds are allowed on 
the lake, but because it supplies local 
drinking water, no bathing beauties 
are allowed to swim here. Personal 
watercraft are also prohibited. 

Rubberneckers gawk at the lake’s 
wind surfers, sail boats, and kite surf- 
ers as they cruise by on the adjacent 


highway of the same name. Several 
docks, including a new heated and 
enclosed fishing dock, are popular 
spots for city slickers looking to relax 
with line, lure, and permit. 

What is the name of this aquatic 
destination? — Vallery Brown 

Three winners will receive an Okla- 
homa Today T-shirt. Mail entries, 
including name and town, to Okla- 
homa Today, '‘Where Are You?”, 120 
North Robinson, Suite 600, Oklahoma 
City, OK 73102, or send responses to 
WhereAre You @Oklahoma Today com by 
Monday, May 14, 2007. The Scottish 
Rite Masonic Temple in Guthrie was 
the March/April 2007 answer. Winners 
are Homer H. Hulme of Chickasha, 
Barbara E. Kirby of Gore, and Becky 
Tobin of Guthrie. 



This lake is a popular recreational area for Oklahomans of 
all ages. Fishing, sail boating, leisurely walks, and athletic 
endeavors like biking and jogging are all part of its year-round 
appeal. The lake’s 12-foot-wide asphalt trail is 9.1 miles long. 
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30 Never Looked Better 



We're celebrating our 30th Anniversary 
with more than cake. We're renovating. 


Conveniently located in the heart of Tulsa's Art Deco, 
Business, Entertainment and Cultural Center. 
Adjacent to the Performing Arts Center and 
close to the new Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame 
and the Blue Dome District. 

Crowne Plaza understands what goes into hosting a 
meeting, that's why we offer the Meeting Success 
Program. 462 newly renovated Guestrooms and 
38,000 square feet of flexible meeting space 
to make your meeting a success. 



CROWNE PLAZA* 


TULSA 

THE PLACE TO MEET. 

100 East 2nd Tulsa, Oklahoma 74103 918-582-9000 
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Ride the Rails. 


M 

HEARTLAND 
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Information: HeartlandFlyer.com 

Reservations: 1-800-USA-RAIL •Amtrak.com 




Enjoy the Travel as Much • 
as the Destination. I i 


Glide along through scenic open plains, ancieVit moun- 
tains, quaint towns, and big cities as you journey to 
choice destinations. Seven days a week, leisure and 
business travelers alike will enjoy the convenience 
and comfort of Heartland Flyer’s top-rated hospital- 
ity rail service to popular Oklahoma and Texas cities. 

For your train travel until December 1 3, 2007, take 
advantage of the Centennial Companion OffeP! With 
each paid adult rail fare, one companion can ride for 
free. Tickets must be issued at the same time and 
travel must occur together. Children may be includ- 
ed in this offer, and each child aged 2-15 can rideTGo;_ 
half price. See the website for details on this offer. 
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